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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT cAnADA

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

1. Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you

consider that all essential circumstances relating to the death of Alphonsine.lDoainic Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause and ecircumstances of the death of

ALFEONS ARE. DOLLLLC, » Pupil No.......0206.

have been recorded? yesa .. If not, you are required to add here any further particulars of the . HEJAC i ... Indian Residential School at . &2 AC, =ebe

which strike you as essential. | who died at L@ Jac Lndian Ress School(pluce) on Y008 Lth 19 35

INSTRUCTIONS

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Prineipal is reqiired to inform the
Indian Agent at once

On receipt of the Prineipal’s notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry,

consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical
Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board ehall, in cach other's
2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of

the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School. Indian Affairs, Ottaws, in one copy.

Every posslble.attentdon. given.to.this. girke. o balied with. the The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil's
death,

ur. 4a ghe. died,. the "
The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be

father of the girl attended the inauiry. permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked
if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be

attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after

the time at which it would others be held, to enable them to attend it

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac-
ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him.
A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal
Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind
might be necessary in some eases. The Department is prepared to pay a resonsble fee for

Signedi- R,i.ioore, this duty, on the Agent’s recommendation, The report of the Board, in any case, must reach

Chairman—Indian Agent. = the Department through the Indian Agent's office.

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including
an inquest, which may be required by law

1f the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state-
ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum.

Forx No. 414.
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A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL B. STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED
SCHOOL THE DECEASED PUPIL

1. On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer injury® Adling from December.l934. 1 attended Alphonsine Deminic from .. .DaC. L8te. 1334
adad - ol 34

2. At what time of day? to....June. bk g . The immediate cause of death was

3. When and to whom did he or she report this iliness or accident?.. =0 muralng. sisier. iuberenlar. Meningitis.

The contributory cause of death was

4 What means were taken to afford relief?fROROREed. tho 0asg to the Dootor, . Fulnonaey. fubaraulosis..

5. What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity?.... Rontines.. Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer-

treatment of u,2.case, cod ,1 i1, ¢

T cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil?....288
nourisnmeint.

Vi v n attendance all "
6. When was the doctor called? ... 44 Did they follow out your professional instructions?... X85«

7. Tf the pupil was remaved to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans- If in cither respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express

port? your carefully considered views as follows:
8. If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the Every care. was. faken.+. WAR as..to.condition

sohool? . Aofirmazy at school off and on. T and progress,
9. Add any other useful information here.

She would. not eat foxr. days..i.gave hes. brandy. water, Susar,

cookiea, she would eat some o? them.

Signed:- LedeBiveb, Qecelas. S
Principal.

Nore: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of
the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinical report of the patient’s
{liness and death in the hospitai is to be secured and attached to this memorandum.

Indian Affairs. (RC 10, Volume 6446, file 881-23, part 1)

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES
CANADA

Lirary s Avchos Canada J Biolsndquo et Archves Gansda
i dolacinsean s o ea



C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT

1. Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you

5 Yy ’
consider that all essential circumstances relating to the death of .. —"t(/( FoarieR .

2 A

have been recorded? f/u If not, you are required to add here any further particulars
7

which strike you as essential.

£ o 22
/ /
Tty f Pt

/ /=

=t
RAF 1

- Chairman—Indian_Agent.

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

of an inquiry into the cause and ecircumstances of the death of

ALPHONSINE  DOMINICK o286
. , Pupil No. -

of the . .. LETAG Indian Residential School at  LETAC, » B.Cs

LETAC INDIAN RES. scﬂqg,;,,e, on JUNE THE 8th, 1"6155‘

who died at

INSTRUCTIONS

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal 1s required to inform the
Indian Agent at once.

On receipt of the Principal’s notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry,
consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical
Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in cach other's
presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of

Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy.

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 lours of the pupil’s
death.

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be
permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked
if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement ehall be
attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after
the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it.

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac-
ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him.
A suitable person for this duty would be & Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal
Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind
might be necessary in somc cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for
this duty, on the Agent's recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach
the Department through the Indian Agent's office.

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including
an inquest, which may be required by law

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state-
ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum.

Fonm No. 414.
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L

A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL
SCHOOL

1 On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer injury? Q‘.,&.«.y P Bic/73%
7/

2. At what time of day?

7. S e
3. Wher and to whom did he or she report this illness or accident? \4 Wt7 W—l«/&l

# - S .
4. What means were taken to afford relief? Pa Y %&L/!/ % Ltk 2 M
/ > 5

5. What medieines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity? Aautionn .
Ve AW o L L hosirspdontid
Gt Grin 8 Crsetbe basdstint ¥

s’

-

L PR i VP, L
4 /4
6. When was the doctor ealled?. . %°1¢. il stttk Ak 0‘1“\-74
7. 1f the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans-
port?
8. If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the
A C )
school? . .#w."’cr—vnﬁl/w " .»<»4{4"( l;{/ | e LB
9. Add any other useful information here.
o4 e
T 7rments’ mat— <ot
P Fer M
7

ok, 2 he.

A A Db w e

Principal.

Nore: 1f the deceased pupil dies in hospital at & distance from the school, under the care of
\he physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, & clinical report of the patient’s
illness and death in the hospitai is to be seoured and attached to this memorandum.

.

B. STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED
THE DECEASED PUPIL

T attended W.’;,gjm-?’ from n&«‘/ /4/, (T

¥ d, £ 7 Z8° The immediste cause of death was
A e

The contributory cause of death was

Do you consider that the Principal of the Sclf’ml, and the members of the School staff exer-

; : i 2

cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil?.(.
Did they follow out your professional instructions? g

1f in either respect, you consider them to have been at fal

your carefully considered views as follows:

rndim Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6446, file 881-23, part 1)
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Ottawa, June 19, 1935,

I have to acknowledge reoce!

Form 414, regarding an enqui I.nt:. tK: onuu

and oumotn:uc n::ﬁ :l.h. dea E:pu
]

n.“&.“rhnn ne ok, of tho Jac Indian

In this conneotion 1t 1s noted that
every possible attention
Her death 1is regretted. S .

Your obedient servant »

4

D. Sutherland,
Aoting lupt of Indian lduontion.

Moore
xnuu'n acs nt,
orhoor B.C.

(RG 10, Volume 6446, file 881-23, part 1)
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A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL
SCHOOL

. On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer mjury? /fa.s #é’?
At what time of day? - -;.., daéu-./-

. When and to whom did he or she report this lllness or nmdent'f i

. What means were taken to afford relief

e

Al A
. When was the doctor called? M

- 1f the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans-

o la /Gz/év/r—-/ At aliann

. If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the

school? . %'/W‘;éé/’ il et Mq‘ tad

B. STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED
THE DECEASED PUPIL

Fslon.... ttom
7414/9.?3'.

I attended

».) zs

The immediate cause of death was

The contriblitory cause of death was

Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer-
cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this punil?%..

Did they follow out your professional instructions?

If in either respect, you consider them to have been at Mult, it is required that you express

your carefully eonsidered views as follows:

ﬁzuaal-m‘.w‘u m/—au( Lk

asanda. arol..
h-/;n‘;- 4‘2’* uo/' L4 ,./;

9. Add any other useful information here.

Cparon. as Zatorr come K
SRt T Tk R P 0t

Principal.

Nore: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of
the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinical report of the patient's
illness and death in the hospital is to be secured and attached to this memorandum.

| indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6446, file 881-23, part 1)
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT

1. Having heard and read over the stalements of the Principal and the Physician, do you

consider that all essential circumstances relating to the death of... Alfred VWilson

have been recorded? 168 If not, you are required to add here any further particulars

which strike you as essentinl. it is a debateable question whether or not it
might have been advisable to have discharged the pupil soon after
admission, but the Dogtor felt that he might ha
of improving in heclth ot school than at home ,
would never admit that he was sick although it was &
rrincipel and the furse that he was not as-iively-or as-energetic as
he should be. Again, 1 may say that it was Lay 1935 before the boy
showed any.definite signa.of failing.in health tmf.the. Doctor said that
on account of it being so near the end of the term that he did not deem
it necessary to discharge him before the school closed for the anmual
holidaya, I Havé Hows HETRUGEEd Vo th tHe Dow tor and urse not to
take chances in future should a pupili's health soon affer admission
become. & matier of.-speculation.as. to.what.ls. the.best thing. to.do. in
the case of Active or upen cases of T.J. immediate discharge.

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to

the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School.
1 would strongly recommend that in future a strict examination (medical)
be given every pupil in this school within a month or six weeks after
the opening of the Sohool ¢deN yeur at the eid of the sehosl Nolidaya,
or after admission should it take place other than at the beginning cf
the term. - When- thie-examination . ise. made.it.shownld.be..propexly. recorded
on a card or a suibabie book for the purpose which would be kept in the
8chooks. . #his. Wouhd. Lhs
occasional sicknesa among h
might also say that this examination is to be made irrespective of the
examinationy given by the"varivus boctors-of  the-reserves from: which the
children come ahd which are recorded on the application for admission
Kormg....lhe enguiry. wes.held.at.the.School.and. lndian. Agent sMortimer
was in attendance, as the deceased child was &:member of his Agenoy. ure
sortimer informs me that both parents of this ceceased pupil died some
years ago from l.s. Should this recommendatiog meet with the approval
of the Department L would respectfuliy request that they sapply me with
a book or cards which can be used for the examination as weli as an
outiine of the examination to be given by th;..uegmm. Officer at the

Soho
choole . e e
G heatrman—tidian, Agent.

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death of
- 3
e Pl M\- " , Pupil No.....ad 265
of the AL

who died at Mﬁﬂé e (place) on /

INSTRUCTIONS

Indian Residential School at

< 'lB 3 S

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the
Indian Agent at once.

On receipt of the Principal’s notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry,
consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical
Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other's
presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of
Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy.

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil's
death,

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be
permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked
if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be
attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after
the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it.

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac-
ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him.
A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal
Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement. of this kind
might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for
this duty, on the Agent's recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach
tiie Department through the Indian Agent’s office.

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including
an inquest, which may be required by law

1f the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state-
ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum.

Fonm No. 414.
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-
S-2-1‘—rersonu .
Venderhoof, B.Cs, votober LOthe. 1935

Deayr Doctor rittes:=-

1t has been reported to me by the Reve frincipal
of the iejac lndian Residential School, that so far you have not
given the pupilis a general examination this term.

no doubt you will remember the conversation you, Doctor mciuarrie
and 1L had a year ago znd how we ( Dr. scyuarrie and myself ), tried to
impress on you the importance of the medical work at the 8chool. At
that time you promised to give better service and we accepted that
promise, oince then L am sprry to say that the necessary improvement
has not taken plLace and neither the Department nor School authorities
are quite satisified that you are taking as much interest in the
health of the children as you might.

wagt year, for instance, no report was ever made by you on
dental conditions of the children, and surely this is something
that should have bheen done, so that we might have arranged to
have a Dentist wvisit the School for a Clinie as in otlier years.
Heve you ever made an examination of the School children and kept
a record of it on cards the same as you do for the vwhite schoolaft
L am afraid not, but hope you have.

L am writing this as a personal let ter rather than official
and hope to hear from you by return on these various matters .
Surely you must realise that thingse cannot goc on as they are,
and this applies to the service you are giving on the Reserves
as well as at the School.

iours very truly,

Signed:= R.i.uoore,
indian Agent.

| Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6446, file B81-23, part 1)
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S e@w! copy of thie report and oor-cupondence ue t to Ir.
- oy A wr
) Aelieio narrie.

NT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS OFFICE OF

CANADA INDIAN AGENT

Vn.nde‘l'hr‘.of. Bet oy November th. 19550

:‘zu’-

I would respeotfully reler jyou to your let te® of Auguet 3lat.
1ast, File No. 163-1-10 rolative to the death of lfred /ilsom vho
a8, before hip death,® pupil ¢f the lejne Indfen Testllential Cohoole
I nireht gay in this eonnection that your lot ter vae the fire t
intd ntdon { had that the hoy vaa even ¢lok, le¢t nlone desd, hence the
regpor fo= ‘he ircuiry not bedng lheld. en I d1d et your letter 1
fomdl tho Popor ol Dol 00UE, S0 1 Ll Lo soorder them, the yvesulit was
that the injuiry wvas not he antdl edresday 1ast ‘he oin, inete Form
coverin: saw duly completed and et tached Lovewiil,

negardicg tho thi-d (opagreph of youx le' fer, 4 poke to Lha
Rev. “rdreipal on this adviedns hin to have the Jovior sce ard exanine
in future cay vupll who way show signe of sickrocs of vildng he-1lth
and #hen T.3e i the emase thelr fedicte lischicgee i 414 not ece
the Doctor personclly, &5 he hajpensd 1o e sut the tdmes I calied at
¢reser ioke, co 1 wrols hinm = personal note, bat T m serry 10 osy
he 44d not tece my remasks 1o U'e gpirit ir vhich they vere glven
and wrote me rather & sneppy letter. i sm emelosdng both letters for
your 1.Corietiom, &s ihoy will expiein corditiens moxre MNllye For
your iAnformatiom, I may say that the genersl medicel exemiration 1
spetx of in the Tirset paragraph of ny letter tc Dr. PAtte has to do
with the vecoination of new pupils cnd also & genersal check up on all
the pupils after the helidays, a8 1t 1p mueh oazlor fo chook them
4. at the “ehcol than on the reserves. tou can ~lio sao that he
exprescos hineelf raihar giron ly about the iev. vrdoed al which 4e
not cenducive to gocd werk o co-opocation at the ' oh ol, ~nd secne
to take exoe tlom tc couplaints “rom the Cea ol adout his work reashing
hin Sheouch e

{nco whils ingulry vas held I am gat eifiod “hat the sxmaination
of the Jehocl chilirem 1o mach too casual, act oy for the ne
Loplisavion Jer Jdal: sdofn FPormm but alwo drdng e L thei they
are &t the fehool. Tt weml’ appear &g 1 150 or 160 vapils are now
eximined ir )¢ than one hour, ~ad t et 18 0ae J2ako vwh, i1 jaade the
recon calstien 1 did on Lhe Aok DOO of thg laguiry . oviy 60 that a
thopough exeminatien cen 53 made end 2 secerd of 1% cinte In TR0t nmy
hope is to have s complete neadesl Ristery of every chilid n% “ehoad
and cventuRlly esvesry Jrilln il Ny JGenCy, wat ihe Jolo. Lo vhere 4%
caald be ctapted to the hont advantage. -9 cach child 1s dlpcharsed
¢pom the -ohood his or hor uewicad pisbtory saceb coald be sent teo the
Agenoy L.Tiee for File rud A& 0ODRY mede for the use of (1w efionl
Ooffiocer in oharge of the reserve o4 whiah the dlsohargad -4l lived,

In closing allow me to say that .. Mortinmer elso attenled the
inquiry as the dcceazed pupil did not have either of his parents
alive. 1 would 1ike to be advised on these various matters at the
convenience of the Department.

Your obedient servani,

‘l ”
ileHeMOOre ,
RIB/Le Ind inn .gent.

The Seoreiagy,
Department of Inlisn A lalee,
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Fraser .88, B.Ca,
vetober 22nd. L1935,

r.‘.u.'..nLOOre’ ESli. »
ind ian Agent,
/anderhoof, s.C.

tour letter of vctober the 1lOth. received with complaints
of attention i am giving the indiane. ‘these complLalnts have been so
frequent lLateliy and so unjustified that L begin to believe they are
romoted by personal feeilng against me rather then an interest in the
weilare of the indlans., 1this may be on your part but 1 prefer to think
it comes Trom Rivet, for whom 4 have little use and who probably
guecses that 1 feel so toward him.

Since my father is principal of an indian School and i have
had opportunity to meet the principais end medical attendants of other
Sehools, L happen to know that the attention 1 am giving the u6 jao
SchootL is as good or better than in any other piace in the province,
A8 for the general medical examination you speak of, this is not done
in any other sehool that i1 have any inowired; e of. +his would hear no
weight with me il I thought that any purpose would be served by doins
so, but L do not think so. Where 1s the point of this, when I know
that, were L to apply the standards of leaith to them that is applied
to children of the white schooLs, that 1 should have to dischar:e 90%

f them and there would be no sehool left; and when . know that they
are under the constant observation of a staff who have the epportunity
of reporting any 11l heaith to me either on my weekly visit to the
schooli or by phone. if the department makes this a regulation
applying to all sehoois L have nothing to say, otherwise . shall use ny
own judsement.

48 Tor dental work, anyone knows that there is always dental
work in such an institution. L have asked for a deBdtist on two
previous occasions anl am surprised that the department does not
arrange for an anmial attednance of =z dentist, rather than wait
“or the doctor to examine the whole sehool and tell them a dentist
is required ( whieh everyone knows ). L am only too pleased to
facilitate his work, when . know he is coming, by going over the
children and picking out the ones who reguire work done.

in conclusion, 1L feel that L am doing everything that
experience &and commonsense dictates for the weifare of the children.
1T any more complaints emanate from the school through you . shal.l put
t%. ur to the department at Ottawa, givin- them a statement of just
how 1 am carrying on the work and let them decide whetlher it should
be satisfactory or not.

lours,

Signed:= C. ritte, WD,
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS * OFFICE OF
CANADA INDIAN AGENT

Sirt=

1 would respectfully relfer you to your Let ter of August 3Ls8t.
Legt, Mile los. L03-1=10 relative to the death of Alfred VWilson who
was, before his death,a pupil of the u,ejac lndian Residential Schoole.
1 mizht say in this connection that your letter was the first
intination L had that the boy was even sick, let alone dead, hence the
reason for the inquiry not being held. W.en . did get your lLetter 1
found the Forms had not come, so L had %o reorder them, the result was
that the inquiry was not held until Jednesday Last the 6th, inst. Form
coverins samne duly completed and at tached herewith.

Hegarding the third paragraph of your letter, . spoke to the
Rev. rrincipal on this advising im to have the Doctor see and examine
in future any pupil who may show gsigns of sicknesa or aliling health
and when Le.3s is the cause thelr immediate dischargee. 1L did not sce
the Doctor personally, as he happened to be out the times L carLied at
¥raser ueke, so L vrote him a personal note, but i am sorry to say
he did not take my remarks in the gpirit in vihich they were given
and wrote me rather & snappy letter. L am enclosing both letters Tor
your information, as they will explain conditions more fully. For
your information, 1 may say that the general medicai examination 1
speak of in the Iirst paragr ph of my letter to Dr. rFittes has to do
with the vaceination of new pupiis end algo & general check up on all
the pupiis after the holidays, &s it is much casier to check them
un at the School than on the reserves, iou can -.so gec that he

expresses himself rather gtronsiy about the Rev. ¢rincipal which 18

not conducive to good work or co-operation at the School, and seens

to take exce tion to complaints Irom the Seh ol about his work reaching
him through me.

Since this incuiry was heid 1 am gatigified that the examination
of the School childiren is much too casual, not onky for the L
Application for Admission"sorms but also during the time that they
are at the Sehool. 4t woull appe&ar as if L50 or 160 pupils are now
exemined in less than one hour, and that is one reason vhy 4 made the
recomicndation i did on the back page or the Lianquiry rorm, so that a
thorough examination can be made and & record of it kept. Lin fact my
hope is to have a complete edical history of every child at School
end eventually every indian in my Agency, but the School is where 1t
coald be started to the best advantage. A8 each chiid is discharged
fpom the Sehool his or her medical history sheet could be sent to the
Acency vifice for File and & copy made for the use of the uedical
gfficer in chargeof the reserve on which the discharged pu il lives.

in ciosing eilow me to say that .u. mortinmer aiso attended the
inguiry as the deceased pupil did not have either of his parentis
aiive. 1 would Like to be advised on these various matters at the
convenience of the Department.

tour obedient servant,

Heltlemoore ,
L’.i‘.i-;/.l-lo ind ian AL nt.

the Secretary,
Devartment of indian Arffairs,
ot tawa, unte.
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163-1=-23

November 30th, 1935

Dear ir:

My attention has been drewn to your letter
of November Oth with which you enclosed gorrespondence
with Dogetor Pitte relating to his medical attendance
at rraser Lake Indinn nesidentinl chool. I am
enclosing a ocopy of A letter I am writing to him in
whioh I have endeavoured to express the pepartment's
point of view. Dootor Moyuarrie will be visiting
your Agency at some time in the not very distant future
snd I would advise you to show him this gorrespondence
with a view, if you think it necessary at that time,
to having him dlscuss these matters with Doctor Pitts,.

4th more particular reference to your letter -
agree with you that the pupils should recelve a thorough
physicnl examination as soon as possible after they arrive at
the school in the Fanll. In a district such as yours
T should think 1t inevitable that some ghildren will
arrive at the school who ought to be rejected at once.
T think clso if I had medienl charge of such on institution
T would wish to moke @& formal survey of the pupils sbout
once in every month during the winter and to keep some
record such as you speak of of the hesnlth progress,.
There is a difference between perfunctory attendance and
active interest »nd I hope my letter to Dootor Pitts
will convince him thet the Department hopes he will display
suoh interest in the future. Your report confirms
that of Dootor MeOuarrie after his last vielt end T
think vou are well justified in taking Dootor Pitts to
tnsk. 1f I might comment further, 1t would be to hope

R H, 1oore, "9Q4,
Indian Agent,
vanderhoof, D« Co
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that you, Dootor Pitts and the Reverend Princi
might disouss these matters together at some .23,
date, Personal contact often works out better than

written communications.
Yours very truly,

S
/ 4
AL

(/R
N
-+

Deputy Superintendent Ceneral
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. Copy sent

to Mr, Indian Agent
Moore

November 30th, 1935

Dear Sirs

Mr. R. H, Moore, the Indien Agent at Venderhocf
has sent the Department a copy of his letter to you of
October 18th and your reply to him of the 22nd of the
same month, in which letters are disoussed some matters
relating to medical services at the Fraser Lake Indian
Residential Sohool. I think you might have taken a
somewhat more cordisl attitude toward Mr, licore in this
matter, He is responsible for, and interosted in, the
welfare of the pupils of the sochool and while 1t may be
that the Department is unable to provide all the servioces
which might be desired, there still remains a good deal
which depends upon the active interest of the attending
physician, In this conneetion I reeall that neither
Doctor MoQuarrie or Dostor "all wore very well satisfied
with health conditions at the school. They spoke in
their reports of having disoussed the matter with you
r-ther seriously and expressed the belief that there
would bhe an improvement.

I do not wish in this letter to say anything which
might lead to further disagreement between you and Mr.
Moore. I may, however, point out that the Department
holds him responsible in all matters affecting the welfare
of the Indiens in his Agenoy, and as medicel employeces
of the Department go, you are paid a rather fair salary
for attending the In&ianu under your CAre. The mo st
important group of these Indians is the residents of the
sochool, and I hope you will do everything possible to

Ce Pitts, Esq., Ms Ds,
Fraser Lake,
B. C.
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romote their health. I think also that 1f you
gere to re-read your letter to Mr. Moore, you might
now consider it could have been made somewhat more

gourteous.
Yours very truly,

/

,/’ p s f '. #
/{ r({L;( :

Deputy Superintendent General
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS "

o

Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause ana circumstances of the death of

Buphrasie Louis . . Pupil No..0292. .

of the 1€ Jac Indian Residential School at. . =@ J8C.,. Bels....ooovnns

who died at . 1@J° Reg, Hehool (place) on November 20%th, 49 22

Incuiry held at Sehool Nevember 2lst. 1935.

INSTRUCTIONS

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the

Indian Agent at once.

On receipt of the Principal’s notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry,
consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medieal
Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other’s
presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of

Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy.

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil’s
death.

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be
permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked
if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their etatement shall be
attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after

the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it.

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac-
ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him.
A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal
Canadian Mounted or Provineial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind
might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for
this duty, on the Agent's recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach
the Department through the Indian Agent's office.

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including
an inquest, which may be required by law:

1f the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state-
ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum.

Forum No. 414.
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A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL
SCHOOL

f /25
1. On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer injury? 277’ ;/ﬂﬂlv = /j o il

2. At what time of day? //'" 7oy L;/ %(_ e | {,//:1---
3. When and to whom did he or she report this illness or accident? 97 / ),/‘ﬂ;
Avitbprbes” f e —
4. What means were taken to afford relief? 1&' /z/éfz;z m»’{{é el
5. What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity?
T- B Hiat ety toe it W
6. When was the doctor called? t% &2 %" %’- {/(,,@—2.__ e
. If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans-

vt Ao, vt /‘MA/ LULT T Sk 244/%44/7

. If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the

- 2 S P
whoolt_S2PC. 2l 2atarge. TIl et ALAA L
” i

9. Add any other useful information here.
»

T 8 SV ttr Ao e pon AHY.. 28 TE
‘-ﬁ‘ 2 vt? ﬁ,’e/z Mz € 14:, Zr;,{ /J—M ////7(/ ,

(i WAt Bz, @ ST
o tf? o A, /e /P P2
Aoy o T2 akl o //J /f—

" A Trsirl o -m -y
Prinei
/d)wtc"rZ/{/[‘/—/ \//—5)4’ 1AL @J‘“ 01.,4..~¢_—pa£ £~
l/ /70__‘_4‘_,2’,(1,____ é’WM vl»7 %—1(,«4{

Nore: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of
the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinical report of the patient’s
illness and death in the hospitai is to be secured and attached to this memorandum.
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B. STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED
THE DECEASED PUPIL

1 attended %ﬂéw«» aliet from (%fr l.,?d} L9306
C%rr /19 Zd) /4 35 . The immediate cause of death was
CMeweles _

The contributory cause of death was %@7 T 6), T ot
v
Do you congider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer-
cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil? %ﬂ/
Did they follow out your professional instructions? Lok
If in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express

your carefully considered views as follows:

/‘:wﬂ .zd//wnd(. . ]cﬁ)(-fcaéw ..MGC}”&*J’. > d/ Coige..

A?/ ool W ot . trvtctrrssalond... bt b Tocrlacnanc.
0P ‘rr’ bried. ﬂﬂ‘tnm«r—&f é’ Av At‘d o ol At arambod, b
Liger R, U. Itere. et oo Ko hnboonped /del‘m.../.ztf,)...%?lﬂz.,w/.;

Aid w R 19

D%
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT

1. Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you

consider that all essential circumstances relating to the death of "‘uDh"'nsi.E"‘..,I‘.p.l,li.s‘.‘.

0f Cheslatta I.R.No.3s Fupil of ejac Indlan Res. School.

have been recorded? . €8¢ If not, you are required to add here any further particulars

i i ial, For the in:or1ation of the De*““tl beg ©
w?l,cgrw:kg,?Q?oasan;&i?}teg of the 15th. inst.File Ko 5-2- ?ZO it‘q a
copy of letter attached from me to the Hev. Principal Rivet., It
sohaypens thatthe previows-correspondente Jhad-$0.-do -with. this
particular girl. It was impossible for her to he teoken away Ifrom
the. Sohool.sooner. Af. her. uarents had to be notified and ag they
1ive in an out of the way place they did not get the ord in
faet they m=y not get it for another iwo wecks &8s more than likely
ey are onthely traplines cnd away from-tihve viV'»rew~nawﬁver,
I have seen &ll the uo"“c‘yon,ence and am aa*‘si theat
everythlng. possible. wes. . dang., S0.88.% dis
Of .‘:i b_e .

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to

the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School.

satisifiod. that.avery. precantion. vad. feken. in this case. The
mended the discharge of this girl a week vefore the

meagles I instructed that she be sent hank home a8
L_on ‘.3 TC‘S"'ible, t.e.s&medﬁ-' meableé‘JI‘G"BO‘ut,('ti':"tis th
& de that the Rev. irincipal recelved my letier of Tovel5the

“arvery-few-daye -kater +he.-deoecased. . went. down. wiih.. . hem and
died shortly after.

We Doetor and Numse have done excellent werlk dt the ®eMccl, ia
rac; the former hoer given almost daily attentlon, and the latter
ng" been.*binr Qay end -night-for-at-the-presens- ~fime . thers. . are

_VLr gixty pupils down with the meas les.
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ﬁ
INDIAN BOYS' DEATH|
SUBJECT OF INQUIRY |

Victoria Authorities Ask Full
Report—Inquest Verdict

Raps School
paasiyin N Ilhoe
Victoria. B.C., January 5.—®— ||

| The Indian Office here today wired || 4
| authorities at Vanderhoof, in the 4 v ) J ‘7.
| central interior of British Columbia, e SIS )
| for full particulars concerning the i 2 ’
| deaths nr four Indian boys whose glnd]]FIOl:ir Bodies \
bodies were found frozen 10 the ice ma ig
olTFraser Lake Smurd'n{'1 night. n ldj‘] Boys

he order was sent o owing re- » . i
ports from Vanderhoof, agprnxl- H'\ ANDERHOOF, B.C., Jan. 4—
mately 30 miles from Prince George. odies of four small Indian boys
| B.C., that a coroner's jury had re- apparently frozen to death \\'(.‘r(;
{turned a verdict recommending found half-buried in snow b
| that “‘excesgive corpors discipline,” the east end of Fras . near
| of practised, be curtailed at the urday night W raser Lake Sat-
*l.p]uc Indian School, from which e ' ord of the tragedy
the boys ran away on New Years reached here today

Details were not available

l D:!Er.
he four boys, all under 10 years Ve e i
| old, left the Sthool and started out w,],(.,.\.‘,": h;—m ved the boys, who
| for the Nautley Indian Reservation, at 1 %o »"”( ing the Indian school
| reaching within a mile of the Re- at Lejac, on the south side of
| serve before dropping from cold Fraser Lake, left Friday to visit
and exhaustion, the Nautley reservation at t
The coroner's jury found that east end of the lak i
death was “unavoidable" in view of i i
the intense cold and the light clothes
the boys were wearing when they
left the school. The jury also
found that school authorities should
| have taken more definite action the
night the boys left the school on
their fatal trek.

Report Ordered by Ottawa

Ottawa, January 5. —»—Offciials
‘ of the Indian Affairs Branch are
awaiting a report on the death of
four Indian boys from the Indian
| school at Lejac, B.C. As yet the|
| officials have no information on the
| matter, but a full report has been
1nrdered from the local authorilies

———————
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~ WINNIPEG, TUESDAY, JANUARY 5, 1937.
le : i
Four B.C. Indian Boys |

 Are Frozen to Death
f On Way From School
)

Vanderhoof, B.C., Jan. 5. (CP)—Indians in two reservations
mourned, Monday, as a coroner prepared lo investigate the
deaths of four boys, whose bodies were found on the frozen sur-

" face of Fraser lake, Saturday night.

The dead are:

Morris Justice, eight, of Unchalake, south of Burns Lake.
f Allen, eight, of Nautley reserve

Johnny Michael, nine, of Unchalake.

Andrew Paul, nine, of Stoney Creek,

Nautley reserve, near Fort Fraser The bodies, capless and Iighll§

e
a
vy The four bodies were brought to /™
1
" ~ - o i1
e| where Coroner C. Pitts will hold an clad, were frozen together, One of |

inquest. The boys. who left the
Indian school at Lejac apparently !he boys had lost one shoe as he

+| intent upon trekking to Nautley re- | trekked over the lake's icy surface. |
serve, were found huddled together Fraser lake is about 20 miles east |
in the slush-ice of Fraser lake with- | of Vanderhoof and 50 miles west of |
in three-quarters of a mile of their Prince George. Burns lake is about |
goal. lﬁﬂ miles west of Vanderhoof.,
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OTTAWA ORDERS REPORT

Ottawa. Jan. 5.—Officials of the
Indian affairs branch are awailing
a report on the death of four Indian
boyvs. As vet the officidls have no
information on the matter but a full
report has been ordered

i

y’f" P /["A '/‘*-‘—1‘\—&_,

r

'L .
47 Jr 2 /7

JURY HEARS HOW
4 INDIAN BOYS
FROZE TO DEATH

[By The Canadian Press]
VANDERHOOF, B.C, Jan 5
Recommendation that “excessive
corporal discipline in practice” at|
the Indian school at Lejac, B.C,
should be limited, was writien to-
day into the findings of a coroner's
jury which investigated the deaths
of f our Indian boys during a trek
from the school to the Nautley re-

servation.

The jury, sitting at Nautley last
night, found the boys died in the
slush ice over Fraser lake on the
night of Jan, 1 from exhaustion
and freezing. They found that
“guch circumstance Wwas unavoid-
able in view ol the evidence in
this case."

The verdict said, however, “that
more definite action by school
authorities might or should have
been taken the night on which the
disappearance (of the boys [rom
the school) took place.”

I'he boys, all under 10 years
old, were found huddled together
on the ice Saturday night. They
were lightly clad for the bitterly-
cold trek they undertook. All
were without caps, and one had
only one shoe

Fraser Lake Is 20 miles east
of Vagderhoof and 50 miles west |
of Prince George.
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VISITS INDIAN SCHOOLS

R. A. Hoey, Ottawa Official,

on Inspection Trip

. On his first inspection trip since
his appointment December 1, R. A,
Hoey, head of the welfare and
training services in the Indian Af-
fairs Branch of the Department of
Mines and Resources, will wvisit
Caughnawaga Reserve today. Mr.,
Hoey, former Minister of Education
for Alberta, will inspeet the public
school on the reserve

He is merely obtaining informa-
tion about his new work, Mr, Hoey |
told a reporter at the Windsor Haotel
last night, and for the present will
make no recommendations, He has
been busy he past nih ar
ranging his off at C a, and
up tfo now has been unable
field inspection \ tud
visit all sections ¢ the country |
where there are Indian Reserves
however, '
Mr. Hoey is accompanied by J.|
Christianson, who reccived his ap- |
pointment as general superinten- |
dent of agents on the
Mr. Hoey was named Mr. Chris-
tianson, formerly chief inspector of |
agencies for Alberta, will confer
with the Indian Agent at Caugh-
nawaga. Afterwards they will both
return directly to Ottawa. |

|
|
|
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" ouR INDIANS. NG
Edmonton Journal.

The Federal efforts to better the
position of the Indians have had
good results in the Dominion as
well as in the United States. But
it is felt that much more could be
accomplished for them and an en-
larged program was announced at

Ottawa the other day. The de-!

partment will devote particular
attention to improving their skill
as trappers and to helping them
to take better care of furs before
these are marketed.

There are many other ways in
which they can be given assistance
that will enable them to reach a
higher economic plane. The work-
ing out of the plans will be fol-
lowed with keen interest, as the
national responsibility for the wel-
fare of the Indian population is
widely recognized.

//M

|
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Four Indian Boys
Frozen fo Death

Bodies Found on Ice of
Fraser Lake

Yanderhoof, B.C, Jan. 4 (OP) —
Investigation of the deaths of four
Indian boys was under way here to-
night as Coroner ©. Pitls prepared to
hold an inquest on the frozen bodles,
found on the surface of Fraser Lake

Huddled together Iin slush ice only
three-quarters of a mile from Nautley
Reserve, thelr goal, the youngsters'
bodies were discovered Saturday
night Only today did word of the
tragedy reach Vanderhoof, 300 miles
northeast of Vancouver.

The dead: Morrls Juctice and Allen
Wilie, both 8 years of age; and
Johnny Michael and Andrew Paul,
both aged 9 The bodles were taken
to Nautley Reserve, at the east end
of Lake Fraser, for an inquest

The boys left an Indlan school at
Lejac, on the southern shore of the
lake, apparently intent upon trekking
to Nautley Reserve Capless and
lightly clad, the bodies were found
frozen together. One boy had lost a
shoe as he trekked over the froren
lake surface

Fraser Lake is about twenty miles
east of here in the northern interior |
of British Columbia '
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Ni TELEGRAPH CO.
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s Jrete mess.
Meoney Transferred
. by Telegraph

D. E. GaiLoway, Assistant Vice.Presioent, Toronro, Onr.

STANDARD TIME

VANDERHOOF BC 5 145P
TH .C ARY ' ‘
DEPT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS OTTAWA ONT
FOUR BOYS FROM LEJAC SCHOOL RAN AWAY AND WERE FROZEN TOQ DEATH ON
FRASER LAKE STOP INQUEST HELD YESTERDAY WHEN ACCIDENT VERDICT

BROUGHT IN BY JURY NO BLAME ATTACHED TO ANYONE STOP FULL REPORT
FOLLOWING

R H MOORE.
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CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED

FULL-RATE MESSAGE
DAY LETTER
NIGHT M7

163=1-10.

Form 6102

Exclusive Connection
with

WESTERN UNION
TELEGRAPH CO.

Cable Service

NIGHT LET ‘

PATRONS SHOULE "!u lo";
SITE THE CLASS OF $ERVICE DESIRED.
OTHERWISE THE MESSAGE

WILL BE TRANSMITTED AS
A FULL-RATE TELEGRAM

to all the World

Money Transferred
by Telegraph

D. E. GALLOWAY, Assistant Vics-President, Toronto, Ont.

RECEIVER'S NO TIME FILED CHECK

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

NIGHT LETTER
. Ottawa, January 5, 1937.

R, Hs Moore, R“Q.
Indian Agent,
Vanderhoof, B.C.

Ottaws newspaper reports four Indian
boys frozen to death near east end Fraser Lake last Saturday STOP
Stated to be pupils Lejac Residential School STOP Please for-
ward complete report at once.

/ZZZ Te Ry Ls MacInnes.

Chge Dept. I.A.
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instant.

Im:mmfmmmmw““mm

death on Fraser lake. BStop.
verdict brought in by Jury, mo blame
report following.

Library and Archives Canada / Biblicthéque et Archives Canada
wwwi.collectionscanada.gc.ca

then as both Telegraph Offices o
leave until the 5th instant.

start at the {pning and try to trace the
. ‘thlbmmmtmntbaohoolon

The pames of the four boys are as follows:-

-Annpmuk,nri9
gzz-mx. Paul = 8
#326 - Justa Maurice 8
#350 - Johm Michel Jack aged 7.

afternoon lunch, retwning to the
. when the children went to supper they
so to the Bishop, (although the
who 414 not advise Father
the matter was reported to him
particulars and hearing that
the day, hnd been refused
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they took French lsave lmmediately following
ot missed by the disoiplinarian in charge
until the children wemt for supper, They were lightly olad for indoor
was about 20 degrees below zero that night, and the
o walk eight miles scross the lake with six inches of
oan understand that they would probably be dead

The faregoing is as ocamplete a story as I can give you from the
evidence brought out at the Inguest, so far as the tragedy is concerned.
However there are mwwmiamwmzmmuntou
with the disciplinarians which I did not imow before.

September Bishop Bunox took it upon himself to appoinmt two young prieste
from France, who had recently arrived in this oountry, as disciplinarians
at the School, comtrary I understand to the wishes of the Acting

Principal. These young mem, while charming fellows, could not speak a
word of English and lmew absolutely nothing about bhandling Indian

children, the result being that we have had a lot of truancy during the
past three mcmths, nﬂIpu-mlhmmuhowmimw

to the Acting Prinoipal that he get rid of these Priests and appoint

some one who knew something about the job, otherwise truancy would go

from bad to warse. T took it that Father MoGrath agreed with me and the
‘hange would be made, but I did mot imow that he oould not make the
chnnphmolrmnhomunhronhua-imutholmum
Comsequently, I took immediate action and requested Father MoGrath officlally
to ochange the disciplinarians immediately and reappoint one of those men
who has been & disciplinarian at that School for the past 5 or 6 years. As
mmuthorod.moponfqrtnnl*hm:ruqugomguptom
School to see that the change has been made. If you will please refer to
Mr. Phealam he will tell you that whem he visited this Agency two years ago
I expressed =y views to him on the importance of disoiplinarians, with
which he fully sgreed and even wrote to the Principal at that time making
these sames suggestions which the Principal agreed to and acted om.

In closing allow me to mkis the following reccmmendatiom. "The
School Authorities to be instructed to appoint disoiplinarians other than
Priests, who understand and can speak the English language well, this to take
effect right away."

"I would alsc recommend that the Chureh Authorities be givem to
understand that the Principal must be given full charge and not be interfered
with by his superiore, insofar as the management of the School is conocerned,
vtherwise inefficiency is the result.”

I am attaching hereto a copy of the Official Coroner's Jury
fr

verdiot, as well as a oopy of a letter fram Dr. Pitts, all of which I trust
you will find self explanatory. I trust I have covered the whole matter
sufficiently in detail in this repart, although I could add that T am not
satisfied that having Priests wusing the School as a Headquarters is good
business, and I feel should be discouraged.

Yowr obedient servant,
(sgd) R H. Moare,
Indian Agent.
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The Government of
British Columbia.

INQUISITION.

;

MMB“MW““MM
British Colusbia, the kth day of Jumary, in the first year of the
umummmmmm, before me, C. Pitts, M.D.,
.uu—-,u-otmwr-mmmm,ram Province
um,mmmwmmamwmu. Jolmmy Michel,
mmmu.mm,muu—-dnﬁnmwuua
of the said Coroner, lying dead, upon the caths of

Frederick Waite Makine

Herbert George Crowe

Wm. Lewis Taylor

Otto Elbil Vimmedge

Arthir Goodwin

Arthur Weslsy Dobson
mmm—drmm,).c., aforesaid, in the sald province
of British Columbia, who being now sworn snd charged to ingquire, on the
mcmmmmm,“,m, how and after what mamner,
the said Allem Willie, Johmy Michel, Maurice Justine and Andrew Paul
came to his death, do say upom their oath, that it 1s the opinion of this
jury that the desths of these fowr days, vis., Allem Willle, Jolamy Miohel,
Maurice Justin & Anirew Paul cocured om the east emd of Fraser lake om
the night of Jan. lst, 1957 and that death was dus to exhmustion amd
consequent freezing.

We, the Jury, feel that sush circumstances was unavoidable,
in view of the evidemce in this case.

We fesl however that mcre definite actiom by the school
muu-mcmmmuh-mmqumm
disappesxence took place.

Further, it 1s owr opiniom that mare cocperation between
mmnmummndmammnuumumto
mmmnmqumnu-ar-nnmum.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6446, file 881-.23, part 1)

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

CANADA

Library and Archives Canada / Biblicthéque et Archives Canada
wwvicollectionscanada.go.ca



Also, that excessive ecorporal diseipline, if practioced,
should be limited snd that botter unierstaniing would exist between
pupils and diseiplinerisns if the latter were English speaking.

nmw,unnumcmcw
as the jurars aforesaid, have to this Tnquisition put their seals
on the day and the year and at the place at first above memticmed.

Frederiock Waite Makine

Arthwr Goodwin

Artimr Weslesy Dobson

Herbert Gecarge Crowe

Otto E. Vinnedge

Williem Lewis Taylor.

'w‘- c- Hﬁu, unnc’
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Fraser Lake, B.C.

Jan. 6th.1937.

R.H.YMoore Esq.,
Indian Agent,
Vanderhoof, B.C.

Dear Sir:-

As you may know, the results of the late inquest
have got into the hands of the Canadian Press Bureau and
there is some chance that they might make a 1ittle capital
of the jury's recommendations which appear to reflect on
the school.

I write you because I am in the uncomfortable
position, as Coroner, of being the source of the information,
and I don't want it to appear that I have gone out of my way
to supply {nformation.

Rimes called me up yesterday noon asking for informa-
tion about the inquest. I gave him the names of the boys, and
the account of their disappearance. Vhen he asked for the
verdict I considered it best to give it to him, since the
inquest was open and he could always get an account of it from
soneone else possibly exaggerated or incorrect. Apparently he
wired this information to the Canadian Press.

Last night I get a wire from the Canadian Press
Bureau asking for information as to the testimony which lead
to the jury making recommendations that they did, also bearing
on conditions at the School. After some thought, 1t seemed to
me best to send a reply,to prevent, if possible, the papers
from printing a manufactured story which might end with a
Government investigation and what not.

1 sent the following replyt-

At Nautley Inquest testimony showed boys did not T™un
away from school because of 111 treatment but to spend holidays
with parents. Principal of school testified that this often

occurred
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occurred, that boys had access to proper elothing and had only
seven miles to go home, therefore no search was made until
next day. BSaid greater frequency of runaways lately due to
fact corporal punishment discouraged by higher authorities.
Indian witnesses maintained corporal punishment resulted in
runaways, hence jury's recommendation re discipline. No
evidence to show cruelty at school or negligence in this
particular case.

I showed this to Father McOrath and he was quite
satisfied with it. I hope it may prevent any sensational
headlining by the papers.

Yours,

8igned C.Pitts, M.D,

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6446, file 881-23, part 1)
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rmd Four Bodies
Small Indian Boys

VANDERHOOF, B.C., Jan. 4.—
Bodies of four small Indian boys,
apparently frozen to death, were
found half-buried in snow near
the east end of Fraser Lake Sat-
urday night. Word of the tragedy
reached here today.

Details were not available,

It was believed the boys, who
were aitending the Indian school
at Lejac, on the south side of |
Fraser Lake, left Friday to visit
the Nautley reservation at the
east end of the lake.
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Authorities
Lake Tragedy
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Indlan School
Absolved m

Special te The Vancouver Sun

VICTORIA, Jan. 6—There is no
blame attached to anyone in connec-
tion with the death of four Indian boys
who ran away on New Year's Day
from the Tejac Indian-School and
were Iater found frozen to death on
Praser Lake, according to & messag?
recelved by the Indian Office here
from Vanderhoof today.

The message was a reply to a query
sent from the local office yesterday
which followed word that the jury had
recommended limiting of corporal
punichment at the school.

R. H. Moore, Indian agent at Van-
| derhoof, reporfed the deaths in  his
wire and added a note that no blame
attached to anyone. A full report is
being forwarded by mail to the agent
here
NO EVIDENCE OF
CRUELTY AT SCHOOL

FRASER LAKE, B.C, Jan 86—
Coroner C. Pitts sald today that an
Indian witness' testimony prompted an
fnquest jury, investigating the deaths
of four boys found frozen on the lce
of Fraser Lake Saturday, to recom-
mend in thelr verdiet that corporal
punishment, if practised at the Lejac
Indian School, should be curtailed

The coroner, who did not glve the
witness' name, sald he testified thai
corporal punishment resulted in run-
aways from Indian schools.

However, Pitts said, there was no
evidence to show that cruelty at the
Lejac School prompted the four boya
in question to attempt w fatal trek
from the institution to Nautley Re-
servation New Year's Eve

Other testimony at the Inquest
showed the boys left the school only
so that they could spend a holiday at
the reserve seven miles away Across
the lake, Pitts said |

The school principal sald boys oft
left on such expeditions and as thev |
had access to proper clothing, no
alarm was felt for thelr safety imme-
diately. A search was started the
next day

The school principal further testl-
fied that runawsys occurred more
frequently lately dué to the fact cor-
poral punishment was being dlscour-
aged by higher authorities,

The four boys. all under 10 years
old, covered more than six miles of
their trek before falling from cold and
sxhaustion. They were hatless and
Hehtly clad for the bitter cold,

= ==\
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NORQUAY LYBERALS

Norquay Liberal Assoclation will
hold its regular meeting on Thursday
at 8 pm. in Norquay Community Hall

193¢ REPORTS

Eneppy verbal reports of 1836 com-
mittee chatrman will feature the
luncheon meeting of the Kiwanis Clut
in the Oak Room, Hotel Vancouver
at 12:15 pm. Thursday Following
the reports will be a club singsong.

LEADERS' (Ol \(IL

A leaders’ council is to be formed
at a meeting at 8:30 p.n, Friday, mez-
zanine floor, Vancouver Block, to or-
gunize groups of children for recrea-
tional and social activities. The
council is being sponsored by the
C F. and other progreéssive groups
inte d in providing greater oppor-
tunitles for spare time activities for
children from 6 to 14 years

ANNUAL M}.TIN

The annual meeting and election of
officers of Burrard Feld Naturalists'
Club will be held in the City Museum
at 8 pm. Friday. Frea Perry will
read a paper entitled “The Flora of
Bella Coola and Adjm-cm Mountains.”

SOCIAL CIII-,DI‘I' TALK

Peer V, Paynter, Social Credit nom-
inee for Burrard, will speak on “Can-
ada's Next Step Toward Soclal
Credit” at the weekly forum at Soclal
ri:mm headquarters at 8 p.m. Thurs-
dav,

LAND OF ROMANCE

“Spain, Land of Romance, Religion
and Revoit,"” will be the subject of an
address by Rev. Andrew Roddan in St
Paul's Presbyterian Churely, Glen
Drive and Eighteenth Avenue, on
January 12,

The address will be the first of a
series of six sponsored by the manag-
ing board of the church, and future
speakers will include Helen Gregory
MeGill, Juvenile Court judge, anc
Foward H. Planche, Oakalls medica
adviser,
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Fraser Lake,, Bele

S/

. /’ Jan, 6th., 19}70

RelleMoore, HK8qe,
indlan Agent,

vanderhoof, oela
Dear Sir:=

As you may know, the result® of the late inquest have got
into the hands of the Canadian rFresSs sureau and there is some chance
that they might make a little capital of the Jjury's recommendations
whieh appear to refiect on the school. 7

i weite you because 1 am in the unconfortable postion, &s
Coroner, of being the source of the information, and i don't want 1t to
appear that L have gone out of my way to supply 1nformatioh.

ximes called me up yesterday noon asking for information
about the inquest. i gave him the names of the boys, and.the account of
their disappearance. '/hen he asked for the verdict 1 considered it best
to give it to him, since the inguest was open and he could always get an
account of it from someone else possibly exaggerated or incorrect.
Apperently he wired this information to the vanadian rress.

La8t night 1 got a wire from the Canadian rress sureau asking
for information as to the testimony which Lead to the Jury making the
recomiendations that they did, also bearing on conditions at the School.
After some thought, i1t scemed to me best to send & reply, U0 prevent,
if possl ble, the papers from printing a manufactured story which might
end with & uovernment investigation andi what not.

1L sent the followlng replyi=

At seautley inguest testimony whowed boys did not ran away
from school because of iiLl treatment but to spend holidays with parents.
Prineipal of school testified that this often oceured, that boys had
aspess to proper clothing and had only seven miles to go home, therefore
no search was méde until next day. Said greater frequenocy of runaways
lately due to fact ébaporal pupisyment discouraeged by higher
authorities. indian witnesses maintained corporal punishment resulted in

ranaways, hence Jjury's recommendation re disecipline. uo evidemce to show

eruelty at school or negligence in this particular case.
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1 showed this to rather soGrath and he was guite satisified with

it. 1 hope it mgy prevent any sensational hasddlining by the papers.

iours ,

Signedi~ U ritts, m.ue
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(CUROLER COPY.

ihe Government of
. British Columbila.

A QU IBILITAsvb

/
/

An Inquisition indented takemn at rort rraser
sritish Columbia, the 4th, day of Jamuary, in the first year of the
weign of our Sovereign Lord the hing, before me, Ceritts, meD,,
gentleman, one of the Uoroners Tfor our «~0rd the ning, for the
srovince aforesaild, upon the view of the bodies of Allen VWillie,
Jsohnny michel, weurice Justine, .ndrew raul, then and there and
within the jurisdiction of the said Coroner, lying dead, upon the
oaths of

rrederick Waite .akins

Herbert George Crowe

Vime wmewis .aylor

vtto Klbil vinnedge

Arthir Goodwin

Arthur Wesley vobson
good and lawful men of rort rraser, u.U., &foresaid, in the said
province of sritish Columbia, who being now sworn and charged to
inguire, on the part of our said word the aning, when , vhere , how,
and after what mamner, the said Alien VWiiile, sonny .ichel, wemrice
Justine end Andrew raul camne to his death, do say upon their cath ,
that it is the opinion of this Jury that the deaths of these four
boye, viz., Allen Willle, Johuny michel, Maurice Justin « Andrew :
occured on the east end of rraser iLeke on the night of Jan. lst,.
and that death was due to exhaustion and consequent freezing.

Vie, the Jjury, feel that such circumstances was unavoidable,
view of the evidence in this case.

We feel however that more definite action by the school
authorities might or should have been taken the night upon whioh
disappearance took place.

rurther, it is our opiniom that more cooperation betwcen the
authorities and the paremnts of the children would in future help to

lessen the danger in the future of any repétition of such an incident,
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Alse, that excessive corporal discipline, if practiced, chould
be 1imited ani that bteéter understanding would exist between pupils
and disciplinarians il the lat ter were English speaking.

ili WirkESS whereof, as well as the aforesald Coroner as the
jurors aforesaid, have to this ilnguisition put their seals on the day
and the year and at the place at first above mentioned.

rrederick VWaite makins

Arthir Goodwin

Arthur Wesliey Dobson

Herbert ceorge Urowe

utto E. Vinnedge

William Lewis vraylor

Signed:- C, ritts, M.D.,

Uoronere.
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COPY
Wivision "D"
Pistriect -~ TFort George )
Detechment: VYanderhcof Unorganized terrltorye

EPORT

ILLIE, Allem (Indien) Nautley Reserve, Fort Fraser, B.Ce
MI CHEL, JOHNNY " Unohe Lake, BaCe

JUSTIN, MAURICEK 9 Uncha leke, B.Ce

PAUL, ANDREW . Stony Creek Reserve, B.Ce

INQUIRY INTO THE DEATH of.

On January 2, 1937, I receivad a phone onll at 8,00 pem, from Pakhnr
Patriok MoGrath, Prineipal of the Indian Residential school, lejao, B.Ce
%0 the effect that four [(ndian hn '3 had Lean found dand on fraser Luke
pear the Nautley o ina Jsuegveiions I inatruoted father MaUraua to
nosify the Corcner LU “eauPili o at “waucr 1 'w 2 Ca

I immediately proceeded to Neutley Jescrve, wicrm 7 woe met by Corones
Pitise We were guided ou to she lske to whers the bodles were lyinge

The bodiss were e¢snmined by the Coroner and mysely, end it waa fouand
that they had died of rreeginge There were no nmarke of violei.ce found om
any of the dodivass “‘he Lodies we:e then tuken to the Neutley reserve and
kept there until Monduy J nuasy 4, 1637,

Witnesses were waried to apperr at the Gov't Office Fort Fraser on
January 4, 1937, where an inquest was to be held,.

On Monday, January the 4th, 1837, a Jjury was summoned. The Jury having
been duly sworn prooceeded ;o view the bodiea.

Witnesses called;~

Jean Donze duly sworn stated: T em & Pricst residing
at the iiesidential 5ochool at lejao, BeCe I em in charge of the Indian
boys at the school in the afterncon one week and the mornings the next
weeks 1 was on duty January lst, 1937, in the aftermcon. It was at 4 pm
on January lst that I lesst saw the four boys alivee They were not
dressed for going outsides They apparently left the school shortly after
4¢30 pems for they have lunch at thet time, they were not seen afterwards.
They should have reported back to mes They left without permission. They
were dressed just to be in the play hall, they occuld not have obtained
any more of their clothes without me seeing them as they were in the play
hall and I wius there all the timee I have boen in charge of the boys for
ab ut three momnths, and huve not had eny trouble with theme The boys

wer. mis ¢d by Siater Superior of the dining room at é pm and I under-
stand she reporsed %o Bishop Couder$ who was in charge during Father
MoGrath's absence. I was told that they were missing at 6,30 pm

I 414 not do anything as I was not relgonnblo. Nothing was done unti})
the next mornings There were quite a lot of visitors on Jenuary lst
end it was thought that they had gone away with some of thems Failffer
MoGrath told Mr. Soreoran to go %o NauSley Reserve to ret the boys with
the car next morni about 1 o'cloek January B, 1937, The boys could
g0 ‘o the barns, a around the grounds also to the vieitors parlour
without pormu!u. 00 it is impossible for us to see them at all times.

Father Patriock MoGrath, duly sworn stated: T am Aoting Prineipal of the
Indian Residential Sohool at lejac,BsCe On January 1lst, 1937, I was at
Stellaquo Reserve and di: mot return to She school until & pm’that
evening, but it was not until 915 pm thet I heard that the four boys
were missing.
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Contlinueds- Page 3.
o Ree 71LLIE, Allen (Indian) Nautley Reserve, Port FPruser, B.C.
. MICHEL, Johnny " Uneha Lake, B.C.
JULTIN, Maurice * Unets Lake, B.C.

o en
_PaUL, andrer " _Stony Cruek jfecerve, BeCe .

Inilan Kecerve. I heacd about the four byys -issin; on January 2n. 1237, sbout PM.
I weu ssked Ly Father Meura'h t. go ocut end & areh for them, rarre Hilllan snd
Prancols Joe rent slong *he CoNoR. trucke, and Justin Maurice's boy and @ e if went
on the North shore of Frucer Lise, then crossai the iee t° the South vhore. .
fsund the ir cks of the four boys, juet Eant of *he int a4t Encombe, an s folloved
them Yast ami « founa the biys, about =30 PM. Three of the boys ere iy 'n,  to=

ther, and one about scveniy-Tive fewt a ay. They ere lyln, facn wwn aruse The
tracks nere polng etrai ht, an.i id not amtea srounce Thuy were goin, struight to
the Neutlsy Village, until they cume to the , en uater, at tihe N outley River, then
they turncd $-outh to aris the 8.uth shore, The bo.ies wore sbout sev n uiles from
the school, half & mile “rom the Nautle s Reserve and ubout & cu.rtor f » uile from
the South shors. 1 follosed the trucks for sbout three =iles before 1 found the
bodles, the traecks showe! they ¥ re pretiy tireas Aftor 1 fin: the bodles, ! nt o
Nsutley and Chief Maxine George phoned the yolieoe It took me sbout throe quartere
of an hour to travel three illes,

Constable Jennings, duly s-orn et .teli= Ou Saturiay, Jusuary 2mi, 1937, I reculved a
h ne osll from the Inilan Resiientisl School st Lejac, B.C. at 2<05 PM to the [lect
that four bodles of ¢he miszeing boys "aa been found. 1 ‘rogeedsd to the scane rith
the Coramsrs The boilss »cre out >n t'e ice of ¥ra er Leue about three quirtere of
s sile fr-m the Nautl -y Reserve, The boiles were those of [ ur youa Foye about he
age of el ht years, tiwee bodloes ‘¢ lyin, ‘ogether., One on ols back anu one Lly.ng
face Jom over his abiomen the other « fe foet & ay fuce don aris in the snow.

The fourth =ae about trenty-five yarus from the three lying fuce .ovn ardes Thaey
ware uressed im un erwear, blue oversll pante and Lenim shirts, no huts, heavy
woollen vocks and low rubbers. One by ha! lost one sock wn: rubber. wire the
three bollss re !yin, 'he snor a8 packed for a ru ius of ten feet, the one that
«a8 & short .istence & ay hed pecked the snow ver, Littles The bouilea vere examined
by t'e Corons¢r and myself, anu lhey sre then teken to Nsutley Reperve, The .lstunce
they had travelled .ould take them ot lewst odx houre. They did not appesr 1o have
fallen into the sater as the c.othim: es mot “rosems It is ay o inlon that the; .iled
on J.nuery let, 1927.

mg_n}-, It is the opinion of this Jury, that the .caths of thn four boys, Vise illen
Willie, Jonnny Nichel, Meurice Justin and Anirer Psul, occure. on the Hast eal of
Prazer Lake on the ni ht of Janusary let., 1937, an. thet death .as due to exhaustion
and conse uent freesing.

We, the Jury, feel that such olrcumstuncss +as unavoiuable in vie of the cvilence
of this cugus He, feel however, that more iefinmite =ctim by the school euthorities
might, or should huve been tuken the mi ht u on whieh the uleap earsnce took places
Purther, it is our opinion, that more go~operation betreen the suthoritiss, an. the
parents of the ehiliren, would im future bel  to lessen the nger of sy repetition of
such an incident. ALso thut exceasive corporal alseipiine, 1f srecierd, should be
Almited, an! thuat better un erstuniin; w ulld exist bet sen the u ile, ana diseci line
arisus if the latter wore Bnglish speaking.

The Jur, woere the follainyi-
Foreman, - Pre.erick faite M.xina,
Hernert George Crov, Filiism Lewis Taylor,
ftto E1bil Viane ge, Artimr G.odsin, artiur %esle; Dobson.
The N.C.0. L/c HeJJonnings, Conutable,

Port George Dist., B.C.P.P. t/e Venverhoof Letuchment.
Prince George, B.C.
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Divis npn Date 7/1/37
Distri = Fort George
Detachment: Vanderhoof Unorganized territory.

REPORT

WELLIE, Allen (Indian) Neutley Reserve, Fort Fraser, B.C.
MICHEL, JOHNNY S Uncha Lake, B.Cs

JUSTIN, MAURICE bt Uncha Lake, B.Ce

PAUL, ANDREW - Stony Creek Reserve, B.Ce

INQUIRY INTO THE DEATH of.

On Januery 2, 1937, I received a nhone onll at 83,056 peme from Falklher
Patrick MoGrath, Prineipel of the Indian FResidential Cchicol, Lejac, BeCe
to the effect that four Indian hovs hed been found deed ou Fraser lLake
near the Nautley Inuian Heservation. 1 instructed Fetlhier MoGrath to
notify the Coroaeyr Ures %sCePit's &7 ¥Frosor Lolke ,leCe

I immediately procecded to Neutley Reserve, where I was wel by Coroner
Pittss We worc guided on to the lake to whore tiic hodies were lyinge

The bodies were eiemined by the Coroner nnd wyself, auni it was found

that they had died or treczinge Ther: wo'o no mir'ts of violence found on
any of the bodiess [h: bodies were then taken to the Nautler Reserve and
kept there until lMondany nuary 4, 193",

Witnesses were warrned t- sannaar «at tha Gay®s 0 2 Fort Truicr on
January 4, 1937, where =n inc cat was fin be hell.

On Monday, Jenuury tae 4th, 1937, = jury woo sunuornede The Jury having
been duly sworn proceeded to view the hpdiea,

Witnesses calied:~

Jean Uonze duly sworn stated: T sm e Fricsi residing
at the Resldentiai School at I2jiee, B.Cs 1 am in charge of thie Indian
boys et the school in the sftornoon one weak and Lhe uwornings the next
weeke 1 was on duty January lst, 1937, in the afteinoon. It was at 4 pm
on January lst that I lest saw the four boys slives Tney were not
dressed for going outsides Uney apparently left the school shortly after
4.30 pams for they heve lunch at thet time, they were not seen afterwards.
They should have reported haeck o mes They left w'thout permissione They
were dressed just to “e in the olay "111, thsy could not hove obtalned
any rno:ze of Luelr elethes withonut ne geeine LUici wa oy vere in the play
hall snd [ wus thoure ell the tima. 1 heve b °m in elorze of the boys for
ab ut taree nuut. 13y UNC ( vt 1 " Tro y ] i Ullle fh. boy.

wer. mis.ed by Sisaver Shoerior of the dinin- Toom at 2 vm and I undere-
stand she reporied to sishop C uder,rt vwin won in oa oge during Father
MoGrath's absence. I was told tunt they worm mizcing ot 7.30 pm
I d1Q nct do enyiiiing ue 10t roap ) oY n, wus dome until

the next woerniug. There were quite s lot of vioitors cn Jenuery lst
and it was tho:ah$ tiurt thay ! S ; (SOUALL w1 roe of theme Fellier
MeGratk vold ur. Gorcorsn to go to vautley Heszarve t. -+t the boys with
the ccyr next mcrrmung about 1 o'clock January £, 1907 The boys could
&80 o the barnli and around the grounds malso to the visitors parlour

o

without perm.seslon, so it s impossible for us to see them at all times.
Father Patrick MoGrath, duly sworn stated: I am Aeting Principal of the
Indian Hesidential School at lejec,BeCe On January lst, 1937, I was at
Stellaquo Reserve and di! not return to the school untli 5 pm that
evening, but i1t was not until 9.156 pm that I heard that the four boys
were missing.
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Continueds- Page 3.
‘ Re. WILLIE, Allen (Indian) Nautley Reserve, Port Fruser, B.C.

MICHEL, Johnny ® Uncha Luke, B.C.
JUITIN, Maurice " Unecha Lake, B.C.

PAUL, andrew L. Stony Creek Regerve, B.C. .

Indian Kecerve. I heard about the four boys missing on Janusry 2nc 1737, sbout . PM.
I wes asked Ly Father Mctra‘h to go out and s arch for them. ierre William and
Francois Joe went along the C.N.R. tracks, and Justin Maurice's boy and aysclf went
on the North shore of Fruser Lake, then crossed the ice to the South shore. WNe
found the tr cks of the four boys, just East of the ,-int at Encombe, sn. e followed
them East and e founa the boys, about 5-30 PM. Three of the boys ere iy'n_ to=
ether, and one about scventy-ive feet a ay. ™®y vere lylng fuce lown-ardeg. The
tracks were jolng straight, ani did not antes arouna, They were going struight te
the Nautley Village, until they cume to the . en water, at the Neutley River, then
they turncd South to-arus the South shore. The boiies were about sev n miles from
the school, half & mile “rom the Nautle s Reserve and about = cuarter of a mile from
the South shore. I followed the tracke for about three miles befors I found the
bodiss, the tracks showed they » re pretty tired., After I fin. the bodies, I ~ent 4o
Nautley and Chief Maxine George phoned the police. It took me about tiarae quarters
of an hour to travel three uiles.

Constable Jennings, duly svorn stuteds~ On Saturday, Jamuary 2nd, 1937, I recuived a
h ne ceall from the Indian Residential School at Lejac, B.C, at 8-05 PM to the ffect
thet four bodies of the missing boys had been found. I oroceadaed to the scene with
the Coromer. The bocies were out on the ice of Fra er Luke about three quurtors of
a mile from the Nautlsy Reserve. The boules were those of o ur younyg boys about the
age of el ht years, twee bodies re lying “ogether, One on nls back and one ly.ng
face dosn over his abdomen the other « fe fret a ay fuce down ards in the snow.
The fourth was about trenty-five yards from the ihree lying fuce iown ards. Thay
wore uressed in un.erwear, blue overall pants and cenim shirts, no hats, heavy
woollen socks and low rubbers, One boy had lost one sock ani rubber. iliere the
three bodiss w-re lying the pnow sa packed for a ra.ius of ten feet, the one that
as a short uistance a ay had pecked the snow very little. The bouies vere examined
by tle Coroner and myself, and they sre then taken to Nautley Reserves The iistance
they had truvelled would take them st least six hours. They did not appear to have
fallen into the sater as the clothing »a&s not frozem. It is @y opinion thut they died
on J.puary lst, 1937.

JEBHDICTs~ It is the opinion of this Jury, that the .caths of the four boys, Viz. Allen
Willie, Johnny Michel, Maurice Justin and Anarew Paul, occurei on the East end of
Praser Lake on the ni ht of January 1lst., 1937, anu that death sas due to exhaustion
&nd consequent freesing.

We, the Jury, feel that such circumstances was unavoiuable in view of the evidence
of this cace. MWe, feel however, that more iefinite sction by the sehool wuthorities
might, or should have been tuken the ni ht u-on which the ulsap earunce took place.
Purther, it is our opinion, that more co-operation betveen the authorities, an. the
parents of the chiliuren, would in future hel: to lessen the anger of any repetition of
juch an inecident. Also that excesasive corporal diseipline, if oracticed, should be
timited, ani that better un.erstanding w uld exist bet.een the urils, and diseinlin-
arisns if the latter were English speaking.

The Jur; were the follovings-
Foreman, - Prederick Waite Mukins,
Hernert George Crow, Williem Lewis Taylor,
Otto Elbil Vinnedge, arthur Goodwin, Arthur Wesley Dobson.
The N.C.0. 1/c HeJJenninge, Constable,

Fort George Dist., B.C.P.P. 1/e Vanderhoof Detachment.
Prince George, B.C.
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122% SR IGINAL OF MESSAGE

Tejﬁph’om o rl WESTERN UNION

(4 TELEGRAFPH CO.
" ot :C'n- .- .‘m " Cable Service
mdl this is o hull-rete mess- to all the World
ey g m’:‘;&: Money Transferred
ing ahter the check. by Telegraph

MOA236 17 COLLEGY

HAROLD W MACGILL
DEPUTY SUPT GENERAL INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH OTTAWA ONT
STENOGRAPHIC VERBATIM REPORT NOT TAKEN WRITTEN IN LONGHAND BY
CORONER FULL TEXT OF WHICH IN MAIL
R H MOORE.

)
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vanderhoof, Bl e, JaneBthe 1

Sir:-

please refer to Ufficial Circular Letter dated April 17th.
1935 File 8o« C -i=1=-23% regarding the completing of form No.414
immediately following the death of a pupil of an indian rReaildential
Schoole

in this connection 1 beg to advise that gince the death of the
four boys who were found deedd on kraser Lake it has not been
possible for me to holid this inquiry owing to the fact that
some of my family had the measles ard 1 did not consider it
advisable to go %o the School until all fear of carrylng the
disease there would be OvVeres i will however glve this matter
my attentlon at the earliesat pousible date.

jour obedient ser vant,

==
e 4 ) #”
/ﬁ/" 4 ZM%‘Z
ReHedoore, T
UL Me lndian Aé;ent .

+he Secretary,
Department of indian Affelirs,
ut tewa, unte

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6446, file 881-23, part 1)
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CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED
| s g with
DAY LETTER x ‘, <2 \\rl‘«ll‘“\ 1 \l'“'\
: N / et . IELEGRAPH CoO.
NIGHT MESSAGE >
ey Cable Service
1o all the World

FULL-RATE MESSAGE

— & »
Money Transferred

NIGHT LETTER
by Telegraph

PATRONS SHOULD MARK AN X QFPO-
SIRED

§ THE CLASS Of SERVICE DESIRP
SE THE ME SSAGE
ident, Toronto, Ont

wiLL BE TRANSMITTED A
. D. €. GALLOWAY, Assistant Viee-Pres
__—_—‘_:'—"_—_,_

A FULL-RATE TEL
- —
g FILED CHECK

Send the following message. subject to the terms on back hereof,

—

which are hereby agreed to

Ottawa, Jamaory 18th 1987.

/ﬂ R.H.Moore
Indian Agent
V.xnderhouf, M'C-

N
EVIDENCE OF INGUEST

wo

0 DEATH OF F

INTO

1F STENOGRAPHIC REPORT OF
NUR BOYE LEJAC SCHOOL AVAILABLE

il N1

FORVARD COrY TC DEPARTE

Harold ¥ MeGill

Charge lehe

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6446, file 881-23, part 1)
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vanderhoof, o*Ue, Jamuary Llth. 1937«

further to my repcrt of January the &th. ingst. regarding
the four boys who were frozen to death on rraser weke after
having teken ¥rench leave from the iejac indien Hesidential
School.. 1 wish to advise that . have just been informed
by the School authorities that the mackinaw coats and other
heavy outer garments were found on rraser veke o few days ago.
1t would appear now as if the boys were wearing their refular
winter clothes , overcoats and caps when they ran away but
found travelliing over the ice rather warm work with thelr coats
on =nd took them off and threw them on the ice, continmuing
without them,

| deem it advisable to send this information now &s some
of the stories in the presa were rather exacgerated and seem to
emphasise the fact that the boys were inadequately clad.

tour obedient servant,

r

) oll el Or M
i1/ abe indian Agent.

1the Seeretary,
Department of indian Affairs,
vittawa, unt.
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. 44J "l K
SChv. . [ER
0YS' DEATH

Finds Circumstances
Of Death Were
Unavoidable,

BODIES IN SNOW

(By Canadian Press. ) !
VANDERHOOF, Jan 5 -—Recom-
mendation that “excessive corporal
diseipline if practiced” at the Indian |
school at Lejac, B. C, should be |
mited, was written today into rhe?
findings of a coroner’s jury which |
investigated the deaths of four In-
dian boys during a trek from the

school to the Nautley resarvation

The jury, sitting at Nautley last 3
nikht, found that the boys died in
the sliush-ice over Frarer Lake on
the night of January 1 from ex- |
haustion and freezing. They found
that “such circumstances was un

avoidable, In view of the evidence

in this case
CO-OPERATION NEEDED

The verdiet continued

We feel, however, that more
jefinite action by sechool authori-
tles might, or should have bpeng
taken the night upon which the §

dlsappearance (of the boys from ©

the school) took place. Further, it
ie our opinfon that more co-opera-
tlon bhetween the authorities and
the parents of the pupils In the|
future would lessen the danger of
any repetition of such an incldent.
“We fesl that excessive corporal
discipline if practiced should be
limited and that batter understand
Ing would exist between pupils and
fisciplinarians If the latter were
English-speaking.”

HUDDLED TOGETHER

The boys, all under ten vesars old,
were found huddled together on
the jce Saturday night

They were lightly clad for the
bitterly cold trak they undertook
all were without caps, and one had
only one shoe

Fraser Lake is twenty miles east
of Vanderhoof, and fifty miles west
of Prince George

Affairs. (RO

10, Volume 6440,

Indian Office

Seeks Information

VICTORIA, Jan. 5.—(CP) — The
Indian office here today wired au-
thorities at Vanderhoof for full par
tleulars concerning the deaths of
four Indian ehildren whose hodies
were found frozen to the ice of
F raser Lake Saturday night

The order was sent following re-
ports from Vanderhoof. approxi-
mately thirty miles from Prince
George, B. C, that a coroner's fury
had returned a verdiot recommend
Ing that “excessive coi poral disci
pline if practiced” be curtailed at
the Lejac Indian School. from
which the boys ran away on New
Year's Day

DEATH “UNAVOIDABLE"

The four left the schoo and
tarted out for the Nautley Indian
reservation. reaching within a mils

 of the reserve before dropping from

cold and exhaustion The coroner's
jury found that death was “1nas oid
‘nhho' In view of the intense cold
jand the light clothes the boys were
{wearing when they left the school

OTTAWA ASKS, TOO

OTTAWA., Jan. & (CP) Off)-
cials of the Indian affairs braneh
are awaiting a report on the death
of four Indian boys from th« Indian
school at Lejac, B.C. As ver the
officlals have no mformatio: on the
matter, but a full report has baen
ordered from the local gy} ...,,,‘
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Indian School
Changes Urged

‘Coroner’s Jury Brings in
Verdict on Deaths of Four
Boys at Fﬁn_ggt_ Lake, B.C.

Canadian Press !
vanderhoof, Jan. 5 —Recommends-
tion that “excesslve corporal discip- !
line, if practiced, at the Indian school
at Lejac, B.C., should be limited, was
 written today into the findings of the
coroner's jury which investigated the
deaths of four Indian boys during &
trek from the school to the Nautley
Reservation.

The jury, sitiing at Nautley yester-
day evening, found the boys died in
the slush lce over Praser Lake on the
night of January 1 from exhaustion
and freeging. They found that “such
circumstance was unavoidable in view
of the evidence in this case.”
CO-OPERATION URGED

The verdict continued*

“we feel, however, that more de-
finite action by achool suthorities
might or should have been thken the
night upon which the disappearance
of the boys from the school took
place, Purther, it is our opinion that
more co-operation between the auth-
orities and the parents of the pupils
in the future would lessen the danger
of any repetition of such &n incident.

wwe feel that excessive corporal

it practiced, should be

that better ungerstanding |
would exist between puplls and dis-
ciplinarians it the jatter were English-
speaking.”

The boys,
were found huddled
ice Baturdey night,

They were lightly ¢lad for the bit-
terly cold trek they undertook. All
were without caps and one had only
one shoe.

Praser Lake 18 twenty milles enst of
vanderhoof and fifty miles west of
Prince George.

all under ten years old,
together on the

Indian Affairs.

I INDIAN CHIEF MISSING.

wg;l;t Frances, Ont., Jan. 10 (CP).
llo . ef Petwayash, 60-year-old
b: der of the Stanjakoming Indian
> ? . was feared dead tonight, after
he ng missing a week from his
| home on the reserve near here, Pet-
]xﬁ\:n;:u; snowshoes were found a
. unch..m his cabin as police began

B s
£
//‘

INDIANS FELICITATE KING
BRANTFORD, Jan. II.—’\Ie.
;.molnr congratulations and In;'nl:'-'
|'..:1 een sent  fo King Gem‘éc Vi
.(":“' (I\)urr-n ~E]i1..'ctreth through the
sovernor General of Canada hl\'

the Indians of t »
§ he Va
reserve here, - I\Mmm’l
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Form 6102

CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED

Exclusive Connection
FULL-RATE MESSAGE 1 .

e with
DAY LETTER i\ WESTERN UNION

NIGHT MESSAS y //~- : TELEGRAPH G ).
NIGHT LETY (AN \..g/ Cable Service

PATRONS SHOULD MAR:. AN X 0PPO ¥ 4 1o all the World
SITE TH CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED pra s
BYHERWISE THE MESSAGE Money Transferred
Wikl BE TRANSMITTED AS A

W EULL-RATE TELEGRAM by Telegraph
__LL_"_.'_—i—“—N.__ 0. €. GALLOWAY, Assistant Vice-President, Teranto, Ont : gra

e — e e ——
———— e

RECHIVER'S

——

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

Otﬂ", Jaﬂ. 19’ 1987.
R. He Koore
Indian Agent

vanderhoof, B.Ce

| WwAE ETENOGRAPHIC VERBATIM REPORT OF INQUEST

Y,
! EVIDENCE TAKEN WIRE REPLY

Harold Ve MeGill
Charge I.A.

1i Pfadre v s o0
Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume (‘4.46’ file 881-23, part 1)
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Jenuary 15, 1937,

Hie ixoellency
The Governor-Osnerel in Councile

e uaders!ened beg Lhe
hopeur to Pecermerd treov

be eppoinved & Lonmissionsr urnder Part i1 of the
inguiries .6t to investisate s=na wrorh Vthoe ¢lie
oumstanans in ¢osuBsetion with the trusnoy from the
e Jao feslaential Sehool, ir the . sunrt iake
Indlen ‘geaoy, in the “rovwines of British Columbis
of four ladien boys, and their deesa dus &0 Q!Mill!‘
ion and freesing, on or about the Ing of Januery,
1937, and to recommend further tiat the cComaissionor
be paid the sum of twentyefive dolinre par day for
avery day aesually engaged in the nerforasnce of his
duties and labour as such Commisaloner, together with,
when travelling, his sotual travelling expenses, and
ton dollars per day for sustenuvice allowanoe, and
that be be authorised to engrge the servioces of s
stenogrupher in British Columbia to take down and
transc:ibe the evidenoe nnd to «ot as olerk.

Minister of Mines and /les urces.
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January 17th, 1927,

MEMORANDUM

Peputy Minister -

Referring to the uniortunite occurrence
.t the LeJae Ilndian Residential lchool, "ritish
Columbia, I enclose herewiih for your esnsider tion
¢co les of resorts from tne Indiu:n agent and the
Corgners

1 would recommend that the Judge ol the
County Court be appointed a Commissioner under
Part 11 of the Inquiries Aet to investigate and
report on the circumstances im comnection with the
truancy from the Lejac Residentisnl fichool of
four Indisn boys and their death due to exhaustion

and conseyuent freezing,

Pirector of Inciun Affairs,

Indian Affairs, (RC 10, Volume 6446, file 881-23, part 1)

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

CANADA

Library and Archives Canada / Biblicthéque et Archives Canada
whwi.collectionscanada.ge.ca



S=2=3514,
»

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
CANADA

OFFICE OF
INDIAN AGENT

Vanderhcef, wele, vanuary oth. 19%7.

Sir:-
i sent you the following night lettergram on senuary 5th.

instant.

"Four boys from .ejac Sohool ran away cnd got frozen to death
on rraser uokee Stope 4inquest held yesterday when accidental verdiet
brought in by Jury, no blame at tachel to anyone. Stops. rull report
following."

Which . now beg to eonfirm,

v Sunday lLest, January 3rd., et 12;30 r.le the Locsal rrovincial
rolice called at my house to inform me that an ingquest would be held
the foilowing day at rort Fraser to enquire into the death of four
boys from the iejae llesidential School who were found frozen to death
on rraser séke the previous day. As that was the first that . had
heard of the sad affair . asked for particulars, and the Constable
told me ail he knew about the finding of the bodies the night before,
the rest would have to wait until the inquest.

the following morning , vanuary 4th. 1 left for rort rraser by
auto in 1lu degrees below zero with a blizzard blowing and at tended
the inguest which commenced at 10 A.de ond did not concliude until
5 r.ule when the verdiet given later in this report was brought in
by the Jury. uwing to driftéd roads : d4id not arrive home crain
that night untili 10 o'ecloek, taking almost four hours to go twenty-
six miles, consequentiy it was too late to wire the Department then
a8 bcth velegraph uffices close at 6 rods S0 that is vhy my wire did
not leave until the 5th, instant.

i am going to start at the beginning and try to trace the matter
right through fron the time the boys were lLast scen at the School on
vanuary 1st.

ithe names of the four boys are as followg:=-

339 = ALlen ratrick aged 9
w224 - Andrew H, raul ¥ @
iseb = Justa umurice ® O
#3550 = John michel Jack " 1

the parents of the two from .autley i.H. L were at home and the
varents of the boy from israncois uLske were vigiting relatives on the
nautley reserve, while the boy from cheslatta was a reiative of the
boy from rrancois ieke. the School that day was in charge of Sishop
Coudert owing to the fact that the Acting rrincipal was holding
gervices with the indians at Stellagquo Ll.ie and did not get back to
the School until 4-30 r.u, these four boys asked permission to
vigit their relatives that morning but were refused by the bishop
owing to the facet that they were too young to be allowed to leave
the School alone. At 4 r.u. that day these boys were with the other
children when they were al. given their usual afternoon lunch,
returning to the recreation hail afterwards. At 6 Leie When the
children went to Ssupper they were missing and the Sister Superior
reported so to the oishop, ( although the Aocting rrineipal was then
back at the School , who did not sdvise Father .cGrath until that
night at 9~.5. As soon as the mat ter was reported to him he made
encuiries
the Secretary,
lepartment of indian Arfeirs,
vttawa, unt.
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=2« Continued:-

1he Secretary,
Depertment of indlan Arfalirs,
vitawa nt.

encuiries as to thelr names aend other particulars and hearing that they
hed askel for permission to go home sariier in the day, ond been refused,
immediately assumed that they had gone away and expressed the opinion
then that as it was so late and & holiday that he would not send for

them that night but allow them to stay with their friends and he would
get them next day. owing to the traln being late next morning it wes
not possiblie to send for the boys until between L2 and 1 o'clLoCkK noone
they were not with their friends and then a search party was orgsnised
and at 5 Feide their bodies were found on the Lake lLess than half a mile
from shore and salety.

it appeared as if they took rsrench leave immediately following the
afternoon lunch and were not migssed by the disciplinerian in charge
untii the children went for supper. they were lightly ciad for indoor
recreation cnd as it was about 20 degrees below zero that night, and the
iistance they had to walk eight miles agross the lake with six inches of
snow on the ice you can understand that they would probablLy be dead on
the night of the Lst., between 1U r.M. and midnight.

+he foregolng 1s as compLete a story as L can give you from the
evidence brought out &t the inguest, so far as the tragedy is concerneds
However there are other points which were brought out and have to do
with the discipliinarians which 1 d1d not know before. it seems that last
September oishop sunoz took it upon himself to appoint two young priestse
from France, who had recently arrived in this country, &8 disciplinarians
at the School, contrary 4 anderstand to the wishes of the Acting
rrincipal.s rhese yowl: men, while charming feliows, could not speak a
word of English and xnew absolutely nbghing about hendiing Indlan
chiidren, the result being that we have had a lot of truancy during the
past three months, and 1 personally on one or two occasions sucgested
to the Aeting rrincipal that he get rid of these rriests &nd appoint
come one who knew semething eapout the job, otherwise trutnc would g0
from bed to worse. L toox it that rather mcurath egreel with me and the
change wouid be made, bdut i did not know that he could not make the
change himseif until he was under oatn a8 e witness at the laguest.
Consequentliy, L toak immediate action and requested rather sctrath
officially to chamge the disciplinariens immedictely &nd reappoint one
o° thosec men vho has been & disciplinarian at that Sehool for the past
5 cr 6 Jears. A8 soon as the roads aere open for travel egaln in a few
days L am going up te the School to see that the change has been made.
if you wiLl please refer 10 wur. sheatan he wili teli you that when he
visited this Agenocy two yewmrs &go 1 expressed my views Lo him on the
importance of diseiplinerians, with whier he fully agreed and even wrote
to the srineipal at that time making these same suggestions which the
rrineipal agreed to and acted one.

in closing ailow me to make the following recommendation. "ihe
Sohool Authorities to be instructed tc appoint diseiplinarians other
than sriests, who understand end can speak the English language we.ll,
this to take effect right away."

", would also recommend that the Church Authorities be given to
understand that the rrincipal must be given full charge and not be
interfered with by his superiors, insofar as the menagement of the School
is concerned, otherwise ineffielency is the result."

1 em attaching hereto a copy of the ufficiel Coroner's Jury verdict,
as well as a copy of a letter from wr. +1its, all of which 1 trust you
will find self explanatory. 4 trust i have covered the whole matter
gufficientiy in detail in this report, although L could add that . am
not satisified that having rriesis uging the School as a Headguarters
is good business, ani 1 feel should be discouraged.

iour obedient gervant,

HeHollo gl'e 5
indian Agent.
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Indian Residential School

. &7
May 318ty 19sesecveeves

TO
Indian Agent,

oandenioots Bl vavess

I desire to inform vcu that the under-mentioned pupil will
be discharged from this schocl on ....fﬁ.EZ.E{}?..... feERETUBI &S
Name of Pupil & register nuber  vene s ieedk BUOEEL 990 L aaiieenes
Age on DischArgd .vevesshhcoocn vac russcatibebbuvbnssviccensnee
Number of years in sdhrsl . TY9 Jd88K84s.nd.s. \ SRR,
Trade or industry learned .e..:-sc-,. 432008 PR S
General remarks of Principal re abov upil . ..C88Y.4294% .52094%%.,
oo oo kB MALLARG . uY 0k soneh
T I T A &k ALNTE 8 SRS . R

Reserve to which pupl] is ‘_'.“ a82ntc _»Y": drncrastonsn S B enBtasaBERRD

t‘yy,/

__,__‘———*—‘“ Principal.

REPORT OF INDIAN AGENT rega "r, life of above pupil
inc ate of discharge.
Returned in a ick kt te and rapidly g Jors
of First Year ssscssscsccs ) :..‘.’J' lb-‘--V:-nnﬂ-l.(A-lt--;Ottnli(jcl:ogvse
at Liard 4ost, was under eare of . tho «2e¢ Mission there but
of Second Year .. ~e BT 1Tovehber 1!::-1. .m..qlag{?..oe.' Neheenesessses

Of ThirdYeaI‘ LA BB B BL AN BB B O B "B LUOesLSNee

of Fourth Year ssosseconsene
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Ottaws, April 9, 1937

MRQLARH
Doty minlater
In sccerdsmee with telegraphed imstrue-
tions Mr. D. ¥. Mackay, Indisn Comsissiomer for
British Colusbis, visited the Le Jas Sehool to im-
vestigate the death of four Indies boys. I send
herewith & oopy of his report and trenseript of the

svidence takesm.

£ 4 2 27
W~ e

Director of Indisn Affairs.

Indian Affairs, (RG 10, Volume 6446, file 881-23, part 1)

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES
CANADA

Library and Archives Canada / Biblisthéque et Archives Canada
wwwi.collectionscanada.ge.ca



DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
CANADA

COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE
P. O, BOX 668

VICTORIA, B.c.. 15th Mareh, 1937. .

Dear Sir:-

With reference to your telegraphic
instructions covering an investigation into the
tragedy at Le Jac Indian Residential School on
New Year's Day, I beg to inform you that the
evidence taken at the inquiry is now being
prepared and with a covering report will be
submitted within the next few days.

Yours faithfully,

D-‘u- 'uloﬂy. ;

Indian Commissioner for B. C.

Dr. H. W. Hﬂf}iu.

pirector, Indian Affairs Branch,
Dept. of Mines and Resources,
OTTAWA, ONT.
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DEPARTMENT /

AES OF SERVICE "1 TELEGRAPH, CABLE

vy <%
AND RADIO

DAY MESSAGES &
. NATIONAL i‘ ,‘} g DEF ENCE CONNECTIONS

DAY LETTERS
NIGHT MESSAGES “Kry\ﬁ LR 10 ALL PARTS OF

NIGHT LETTERY >
) RADIOTELEGRAPH SERVICE TR -
“ A o ADMINISTERED By DIRECTOR OF SIGNALS -OTTAWA

NUMBER \ SENT TO | SENT BY | REC'D BY TIME SENT | TIME FILED

| .

SEND THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE SUBJECT TO THE TERMS ON THE BACK HEREOF i~

CHECK

February 17, 1337,

¥ TRAGEDY SULREUY FOUR INOILE BOYS PLEILHED T LiJiC  SCHOOL
MEr YEARE DAY STOr PLiGE INVESTIGTE WULLY A5 SOON A volBuke
He Ve HeCill, -

Director »f PERALfeire Promche

D, Sigs.G.F. &
1M pads of 100-8-33 (6534)
H.Q. s

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6446, file S81-23, part 1)

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUELIQUES
CANADA

Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada
Wi collectionscanada ge.ca



TELEGRAM

8  Department of the Interior

OTTAWA February 17th, 1887

NIGHT LETTERGRAM.

Major DsNe MacKey

Understend there is local feeling over tragedy
whereby four Indian boys perished at Lejae gchoeol New Years day STOP Please
investigate fully as soon &s possibles

HoWe MOGILL,
Director of I dian Affairs Branche

Text of message furnished Dy Minigter's Office.
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163-1-23.

Ottawa, January 29, 1937.

Dear Bir:

The Department 1s in receipt of
your letter of the 18th instant, enclosing ocopy
of evidence taken at the Coroner's inquest into
the death by freexi of the four boye from the
Lejac Indian Residential Bohool.

Yours truly,

R, A, Hoe

Supt. of Welfare x'rnintns.

Enq.,
nt
demmooi'. B.C.
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S=2=356, /(‘3 -/ & 3

Sirz=-

48 1lnsiructed by the Deputy Superintendent General in his
day lettergram of even date I beg to attach hereto a copy of the
evidence brought out at the Coroner's inquest into the deaths of
the four boys from rLhe Lejac Indisn Kesidentinl ~chool, by freezing.
o stencgraphic report was teken but all the evidence was written
aown in long hand by the Coroner and submitted to the ~rovineiny
Constable; consequently I had to have copies mede from his report
&8 that was all that was available. Trustin: that this is
satisfactory for your requirements. Copy of the evidence is
&lso teing forwerded to the Indian Commissioner end the Inspector
of Indian igencies to complete thelr files on the matter &s
copies of all my other reports werd sent to them toc.

four obedient servant,

1 Ir a
L{t.lnA-.JCl‘L: N

RHM/ L. Indlan ..gent.
The Cecretary,

Department of Indian Aff
Ottcwa, Ont,

Enelosure.
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CANADA

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

{
Mem@randum of an inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death of

4aa Morris Jack , Pupil No. 427

——— e ——— e —

of the Le jac Indian Residential School at lejag, B.C.

whodied st Lejae I. R. School (place) on ~ February 1l6th. 1947

INSTRUCTIONS

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the

Indian Agent at once.

On receipt of the Principal's notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry,
consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical
Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other’s
presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of

Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy.

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil’s
death.

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be
permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked
if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be
attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after

the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it.

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac-
ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him.
A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal
Canadian Mounted or Provinecial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind
might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for
this duty, on the Agent's recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach

the Department through the Indian Agent's office.

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including

an inquest, which may be required by law

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state-

ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum.

Form No. 414.
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A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL
SCHOOL

o

1. On what date did this pupil fall sick or swier<saiury? S)"‘t“t\.‘i ‘sL«.i 4 {"’-‘ o &

3
2. At what time of day? & 56/ Ak

)
When and to whom did he or she report this illness or accident? ‘&GV("\ -Jﬁofh’ “ey

/ 1 . o
v - Va ¥,
4. What means were taken to afford relief? -"LV» , t' el ’ p"’*“tl lé"t’

5. What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity?

Q Lﬂcum. - S*S La
- 2 .
3. When was the doctor called? /&‘Miﬂ} ; ') ,[ of- m .

If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans-

port?

If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the
' ’ 2 4
& ]
school? &\n.L'L’ f'MVLm (,E&?..d e ,{,4-5{‘ (,'.'-'\Q‘_/ 4/0‘!?;, V/,' W \)5\.:’

Add any other useful information here.

T y b s ] 1, 4 /
{LpAen edus “‘%“' a{ Acctthony ful’fhf [ Y o Lhdt«f -["ﬂ« W
. d

j&d_ud Ln,/éu‘— a c“'\n/\a, .')-/“d .'.t'-h:’f ;vf' 5 /Sl_{ - ,[,l_{'u‘

'4.4-‘\'0\.‘&1 t/'[ V('chlb

b o R b farne, I

Prineipal.

Note: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of
the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinical report of the patient's
illness and death in the hospitai is to be secured and attached to this memorandum.
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Aouwduiled gue

, B.STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO S rENBR———
W THE DECEASED PUPIL.

I attended from

——— et e

to . The immediate cause of death was
fW Losrermiad C 7T

The contributory cause of death was

Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the 8chool staff exer-

cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil? W

Did they follow out your professional instructions?

If in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express

your carefully considered views as follows:
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT

1. Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you
consider that all essential circumstances relating to the death of

Zar Morris Jack

have been recorded? . Y@s If not, you are required to add here any further particulars

which strike you as essential.

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to

the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School.

_ Lejac

Residential Sehool.. .
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[CORONER.]

THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

Information of Witnesses.

PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

CANADA: }

County of = OGeribee.

To Wit: = ¥ife Bdith Kidda, Furee.

INFORMATIONS of witnesses severally taken and acknowledged on behalf of our Sovereign
Lord the King, touching the death of = 3AA MORRIS JAOK
at LeJas, B, G, , in the Provinee  of British Columbia
in the County of Cariboe , on the 16th day
of Fabruary , in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and forty sevem,
before me, Stanley P, Findlay - t;ne of His
Majesty’s Coroners for the said County, on an Inquisition then and there taken on view of the body
of the said Zaa vorris Jask , then and there lying dead, as

follows, to wit:

urs ©dith Kidd, Wurse, for the Indian Residential Sohool

Village of Leges, B. Gs , in the said County
; r = The doeased Indian
to the boy'es infirmary,’ wuh Saturday afternoon, Feb.
fis 1 1ness appeared similar %o the sickness of the (3) other boys
Infirmary. On admibteion %o the M.-r‘.;cnr. was 101', pulse
96, and goneral comdition was satisfacsteory. 1 saw the at 10 'm, snd again at about
? uww-oniundwutnl +4me 1 nmoticed mothing unussal about his ocome= \
dition, At Ti38 AN, Sunday woraing he 108k, 1 wemt to the door of the l-{-:
-ﬁ.tlﬂnoheothm-nn deceased, At this ¢
the eyes of the deceased At about T:40 AN,
1 came bask to the bed of
bowe] movements, and had &
soiled, 1 sald to him
lege out of the edpe of the
the ohair to the bat
shirt, while his bed was

Cariboo
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[CORONER.]

THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUNBIA

Information of Witnesses.

PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

CANADA: }

County of = Caribeo.

To WIT: « Sister Miehmella, Superier.

INFORMATIONS of witnesses severally taken and acknowledged on behalf of our Sovereign
Lord the King, touching the death of = Zaa Herris Jack
at Lejaes, B. C. , in the Provimee of British Columbia
in the County of Caribeoo , on the 16th, day
of February , in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and forty seven
before me, Stanley F. Findlay , one of His
Majesty’s Coroners for the said County, on an Inquisition then and there taken on view of the body
of the said Zaa Morris Jaock , then and there lying dead, as
follows, to wit:

Sister Miochaella, Superioer,
Lejao Indian Residemtial Seheol ,

of the Village of Lejas, , in the said County

of Cariboo

1540/47, the deceased Indian bey,

gave an sspirin tablet to him, and sent

seemed similar the other ebelme children

the Indian boy over to the Infirmsary, and the mm
At about 8 AN, Sundey merming, Feb. the 18%h
nuree had mot come to breakfast. 1 found the
to the decsased boy. I helped the nurse to
Father Callaly, and mext oalled Dr. FMadlay.

# 2M 1045 8903
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[CORONER.]

THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE BROVINGE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

Information of Witnesses.

PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

CANADA: }

County of = Caribeo.

To Wit: « Father Johm Callaly.

INFORMATIONS of witnesses severally taken and acknowledged on behalf of our Sovereign
Lord the King, touching the death of faa Morris Jaek
at Lejae, B. C. ,in the Provimee of British Coluhbia
in the County of Lariboo , on the 16th, day
of February , in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and forty seven,

before me, stanley P. Findlay , one of His

Majesty’s Coroners for the said County, on an Inquisition then and there taken on view of the body
of the said Zas Morris Jaek , then and there lying dead, as

follows, to wit:

Father John Callaly,
Lejao Indian Residential Sehool

of the Village of Lejas, , in the said County

o Cariboc , bei vorn. saith, ® 3 W8 ealled at about
8106 AM, Feb. the 16th/4T7, to admintsbol® TH"F13HEY of the Catholis Chursh to

the deceassd Indian Boy. I motieed en arrival that the boy was very lov, and

after (5) minutes administering the Ssoraments I felt for the s pulse beat,

but could mot ‘eel any pulse beat. 1 next opened one of the boy's eyes, and saw that
the pupil d4id net move %o light, and All this time he lay
perfeotly still, and did not make

The nurse stated that the boy had died while I was admini

Dr. Findlay arrived at 8:30, and on listening for the heart beat,

heart had ceased, pronoumedd the boy dead.

W IM 1045 8908

ANV
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“CORONERS ACT.”
(Sec. 7, Subsecs. (2) and (8).)

(Coroner’s Report Form of Inquiry.)
» B.C.

-y 19.47,

Age (13)  Sex Male ___ BirthplaceChaslatta Lake Resarv®ate of death Feb, 16th/47.
Nationality.... . Canadian e RBCE_____ Imdiam
Remarks .= This Indian boy a pupil of the Lejas Indian Residential Sahool, took
siek at the sahool, on Saturday morming, Reh. the i6th/47, and reported to Sister
Michaella, Superior, at about 6:30 AM. She gave the boy an aspirin for his headache,
whish was his ahief eomplaint, and gsend him back to his bed. The sane afterncon the
diseased was moved from his bed to the bey's infirmary, to the oare of the sahaol
Nurse, Mra Edith Kidd, at which time his temp. was 101', and his peneral conditien
L R O Y e AR R R
Found by «. The Ssheol-nurse, Mrs Edith Kidd.

Post-mortem findings ._=__No Fost=Mottem was done.

Wounds, etc. .= No wounds on bedy. g :

Address of deceased...... . Cheslatta Lake Indian Reserve,

Address of next of kin..= Father, Tommy Jaok.

Opinion of Coroner._w»__I beliave this Indian boy suffered from Intestinal Influenza,
Opiplicated with Toxemia, and Marked Frostration, and was in a oritiocal gondition
when found by the nurse at 8:356 AM, Feb. the 18th, The sitting of the patient out of
bed tn shange his night oloths, and alse to achange the soiled bedding added a further
shask to the patient already inm a state of collapse, and preoipitated his death, as
stated above between the time of 8106, & 8:10 AM

Municipality or district responsible__ Dap't. of Indian Affairs, Stuart Lake Agenocy,
Undertaker _Indian Relatives. .. Buried at Cheal

. " e M.~ o Coroner.
anley P, F Dy Co
Note.—Depositions or statements of witnesses (if any) to be’ltu.ched !h?l”orm? N r
H 3M-345-5666
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Lejac Indian Residential School

Under Direction of The Oblute Fathers

Lejac, B.C.

February Eoth., 1947,

Statement of Mrs, E. Kidd, School Nurse, re the death of
Zaa Morris Jack, Sunday February 16th., 1947,

This boy was brought to the infirmary from the dormitory on
Saturday afternoon around 4 p.m., apparently suffering from
intestinal influenze, with the same symptoms as several other
children who were sick at that time. His p.m. temperature was
101.

At 10 p.m. Saturday, and at 2 a.m. Sunday, I saw the boy
and fould nothing abnormal in his condition; he was apparently
in the same condition as the other children in the infirmary.
About 7,35 a,m. I found thet he had soiled his bed and made
arrangements to chenge the bed end his clothing. At 7.40 he
was able to sit up and swing his legs over the side of the bed,
He was moved to the bathroom, and then a sudden change took
place in his condition, and an attéht was made to give him a
stimulant, which he was unable to sSwallow, He was lifted back
into bed in an apparently unconscious condition about 8 a,m,

The acting prinoipal, Father Callaly was called at 8,05
at whioch time the boy still was living., The dooctor was called
about 8,15 a.m, by Sister Superiér. During this time respiration
and the pulse was no longer discernible., Dr. Findlay arrived at
8,30 a,m, and pronounced the boy dead.

This patient had exactly the seame symptoms as had about 20
of the other pupils who were sick at the same time, viz, headache,
pains in the abdomen and diarrhoea; and it wes not until about
an hour before death that any alarm was felt for him,

It is my opinion that all reasonable care was taken of this
patient, and that everything possible was done for him.

Lokged) e dtide R vl &

Mrs, E, Kidad,
Sohool Matron.
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€L OF ThE
TAN ACGENT

DEPARTMENI
ol

MINES AND RESOURCE
INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH Stuart Lake agency ’
Vanderhoof, B.C.,
rebruary 24th, 1947,

Department of liines & hesources, +ndian aAffairs Brancn,
OTTAWA, Ontario.

I regret to report the sudden
death of Zar uJorris Jack, pupil No. 427 , which ocec-
urrea at the Lejac Indian hesidential School, February
léth last. In accordance with the Department's regula-
tions, an\ inguiry was held into the cause of deati. In
this connzction, 1 am enclosing herswith, the following
documents: -

l. Completed Form No. 414, memorandum Inquiring into
Cause of Deatn.

Copy of Coroner's Report Form of Inquiry, together
with copies of information of Wiitnesses.

3. Statement of krs. E. Kidd, Lejac School Matron.

The deatn of this pupil was very
sudden, and unexpected. I feel that under the circum-
stances, everytiing possible was done for nim and that no
blame can be attached to the Staff at the School.

The deceased is the son of Tom
Jack, No. 9 of the Cheslatta Band.

[ Yifoe

Re. ,
Indian Agent.
RH/jt

cc: ajor D,M. MacKay.
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163-1-23 (wT 1)

Ottawa, March 5th, 1947.

Mr. R. Howe, Tndian Agent,
Vanderhoof, R.C.

we have your letter of the Zith alt.,
enclosing memorandum of inquiry into the
~nuse and circumstances of the death of
car “orris Jack pupil No. 427 of the LeJac
Residential 3chool.

It is noted that you feel that under
the cireumsatances everything possible was
done by the school staff.

Bernard F. Neary
Supt. of Welfare & Training.
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CANADA

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death of
Walter Carllick , Pupil No. .. 420
of the Le jac Indian Residential School at . . 1@J8csBsC.

who died at Lejac (place) on Dec .5th 1949

INSTRUCTIONS

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is recquired to inform the

Indian Agent at once.

On receipt of the Principal's notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry,
consisting of himself as Chairman, the Prineipal of the Residential School, and the Medical
Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other’s
presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of

Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy.

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil's
death.

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be
permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked
if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their =0 wishing, their statement shall be
attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after

the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it.

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac-
ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him.
A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal
Canadian Mounted or Provineial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind
might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for
this duty, on the Agent’s recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach
the Department through the Indian Agent's office.

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including
an inquest, which may be required by law

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state-
ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum.

Form No. 414,
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A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL
SCHOOL

. On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer injury? December 4th 1949
. At what time of day? 4 A.M.,
When and to whom did he or she report this illness or accident? Ieported to wr.

George,the boys disciplinarian at 4 A.i. &nd asked to stay in bed
w%ag the other chlldren arose.lir..ieorge reported to the Principal
a A.M,

. What means were taken to afford relief? The nurse gave him lmmediate attention.

. What medicines were used for this pul‘gnsc and in what dose or quantity? = Two. Froata. /222
tg rellieve headache.A stimulant of Anacardon by injection was
gliven,

. When was the doctor called? 7 A.h, Lec 5th
. If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans-

port? Doctor advised that pupll was too weak to. move . to hespital
thirty elght mbles away,

. If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the

school? Doctor #indlay was called and he called for Dootor Mooney
to hold consultation and bring further aids .

Add any other useful information here.

Hls temperature dropped mm to 100 on Sunday evening Dec.4th and
there seemed no cause for alarm at that time, However on.the
mornlng of the 5th there was a distinct change for the worse
and there had been extensive dlarrhoes.lhe doct .r was called.

Principal.

Note: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of
the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinical report of the patient’s
illness and death in the hospital is to be secured and attached to this memorandum.
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B. STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED
THE DECEASED PUPIL

I attended Walter Carlick from 11:00 AM, Dec, &:4—]’\//"‘9.

to 2:16 PM, Dec, E‘t?u/é': . The immediate cause of death was

Fulminat ing Toxasmia e
L.

The contributory cause of death was Epidemic Diarrhoes ,

Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer-
cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil? Yes.
Did they follow out your professional instructions? Yes «
een at fault, it is required that you express

If in either respect, you consider them to have b

your carefully considered views as follows:

raser Lake, B.
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT

——

1. Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you

consider that all essential circumstances relating to the death of

‘upil .alter Carlick

have been recorded? If not, you are required to add here any further particulars

which strike you as essential.

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board cons sider should be made to

the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this

School.

3

/,,/ //V}m

airman— Indian V

-
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FIELD SERVICE ' PLEASE QUOTE
. FiLe... 29=T7=163

v

CANADA 3763
DEPARTMEN'Y
or
MINES axo RESOURCES Stuart Lake Agency,
INDIAN AFPAIRS BRANCH Vanderhoof', B, C,,
January 9th, 1950

Indian Affairs Branch, De artment of Mines and Resources, OTTAVWA.

Res Walter Carligk, Deceased, Pupil No.
420, Lejac ReuidentlnI uonuol

I regret to advise that the above naned
pupil, a member of the Stikine Agency, died at the Lejac
School on the 5th of December, 1949, Followin; a very brief
illness,

I am enclosluh herewith, Form No. 414,
and also wish to advise that a Coroner's inquiry was held
into the youths death. It was found he died from Natural
causes and that everything possible was done for him by the

School Staff and Medical Offroq{a.

/ f%/fw

Hows,
Supuriute

RHis j

¢cs Superintendent,
Indian Agency,
TELEGRAPH CREEK B, C.
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881-23

January 18th, 1950,

Mr. R. Howe,

Superintendent, Indian Agency,
Vanderhoof, B.C.

Re: Lejac Indian Residential School
Your File 23-7-163

1 desire to mcknowledge receipt of your
letter of the 9th instent enclosing memorandum of an
inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death
of Walter Carlick, Pupil #420.

Bernard ¥. Neury,
Supt. of Indian Educaetion
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FILE NO. .881-23
. PEPARTMENT OF MINES AND RESOURCES cross rererence
INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH
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