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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT 

1, Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you 

consider that alf essential circumstances relating to the death of... ALphonsdne. Dominic 

If not, you are required to add here any further particulars have been recorded?....... yes 

which strike you as essential. 

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to 

the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School. 

Every. possi.ble..attention..given..to..this.ginled.talied..with..the 

sursing Sister and sew her myself four days nefore she died. whe 

father of the girl attended the inquiry 

Retieldoore , 
Chairman—Indian Agent. 

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death of 

ALPHONSANE..DUMLNAC. » Pupil No........0286. 

of the... ABAC Indian Residential School at... UAC 

who died at LeJac indian Res, School (place) on. oune Othe 

INSTRUCTIONS 

When a pupil of an Indian Residential Schoo! dies, the Principal is required to inform the 
Indian Agent at once. 

On receipt of the Principal's notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry, 
consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical 
Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in cach other's 
presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of 

Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy. 

‘The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil's 
death, 

‘The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be 
permitted to attend it or to send a representative. ‘They or their representative shall be asked 
if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be 
attached to the report. ‘The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after 
the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it 

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac- 
ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him. 
A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind 
might be necessary in some vases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for 
this duty, on the Agent’s recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach 
the Department through the Indian Agent’s office. 

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including 
an inquest, which may be required by law: 

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state- 
ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum. 

Fora No. 414. 
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ro yvonne / Omani et acwen cits 

A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL 

SCHOOL 

1, On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer injury?..AdLing trom December..1934. 

2. At what time of day? 

3, When and to whom did he or she report this illness or accident... 20. mursing..c18.40 26 

4: What means were taken to afford relief Ronn + 0%. the. case... 60, the Doctors... 

5. What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity? Rowtanes 

.case. cod ,liver o42,, coug! extra 

nourishnent. 

6. When was the doctor called?....4#.. 8%, tendance, a2 along «. 

7. If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans- 

port? 

8, If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the 

school? ..+2 y at school off and ons 

9. Add any other useful information here. 

She would..not.eat. for. days..4.gave.her..brandy..water,..SUcai, 

cookies, she would eat some of them. 

Signed:- LH sRivet,. Oesebes c ste 
Principal. 

Nom: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of 

the physician ot surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinieal report of the patient's 

iilness and death in the hospita’ is to be secured and attached to this memorandum. 

B, STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED 

THE DECEASED PUPIL 

I attended. Alphonsine.. Dominic. from ...... D@G.0..L8b.6..19 546 

to... dune..the..1955< The immediate cause of death was. 

aubercular..ueningitis. 

‘The contributory cause of death was. 

yulnonaxy...cuberculos.is. 

Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer- 

tes 
cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil? 

Did they follow out your professional instructions?.... L686 

If in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express 

your carefully considered views as follows: 

LORY. CAR2. MOR. ARI a. MEAL as..to..conddition 

and progress. 
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT 

1, Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you 

* IY A / 
consider that all essential circumstances relating to the death of <i C fii hearacher cc 

ee 

have been recorded? [74 ‘2. If not, you are required to add here any further particulars 
/ 

which strike you as essential. 

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to 

the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School. 

A): 
——Chairman—Indian “Agent. 

Lay and drives Canad | Bblcnsqu etches Cats 

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Memoran of an inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death of 

; MINICK 0286 
ALPHONSINE DO! Ick , Pupil No. 

of the........ LETAC. Indian Residential School at. LEJACs.*,. BOs 

who died at... EBJAG INDIAN RES. SCHQQihreo) on JUNE THE Sth. 1955, 

INSTRUCTIONS 

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the 

Indian Agent at once. 

On receipt of the Principal's notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry, 

consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical 

Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other's 

presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of 

Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy. 

‘The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil’s 

death. 

‘The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be 

permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked 
if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be 

attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after 
the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it. 

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac- 

ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him. 
‘A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal 

Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind 
might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for 

this duty, on the Agent’s recommendation, ‘The report of the Board, in any case, must reach 
the Department through the Indian Agent’s office. 

‘This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including 
an inquest, which may be required by law: 

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state- 
ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum, 

Fon No. 414. 
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A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL 

SCHOOL 

1. On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer injury? a Peon. BtensG BA 
7) 

2. At what time of day? 
4 . Ao fa 

3, When and to whom did he or she report this illness or accident? & say balks 

4. What meana were taken to afford reliet?.... 7b 
i a Fe 

5, What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantit Rashent . 

— f > 4 f? 4A. oy Aeuryedertih 

Lisad mated AM. RBs SPetichey Coed Gest. Cede, Cant he. taedadint + 

/ y 
6. When wae the doctor called?... St4..ctet A eracahechrt ttc. eee Mecha 

7. If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans- 

port? 

8. If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the 

school? Aacfecnnacy ad», dea tet he. Maffei. SAO 

9. Add any other useful information here. 

Legere Ber Bronr¥y.« Pade yc BAe 

Coat _ he. enter ced. sme lh ~ 
( 

Norm: Tf the deceased pupil dies in hospital at « distance from the school, under the care of 

the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinical report of the patient's 

‘tinees and death in the hospital is to be secured and attached to this memorandum, 

B, STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED 

THE DECEASED PUPIL 

I attended... Lo ~ Lrg from Dee id, Adee 

¥. a, 44.24. “The immediate cause of death was 

‘The contributory cause of death was. ssenconnnsnen 

Do you consider that the Principal of the Sclol, and the members of the School staff exer- 

' ‘ i iene 
cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil?.... tig. 

Did they follow out your professional instructions?. { 

Vij 

If in either respect, you consider them to have been at fart, it is required that you express 

your carefully considered views as follows: 

ore 
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Ottawa, June 19, 1935, 

Sir: 

ZI have to catnenhotas Form 414, regarding an e 
one nd oirotmetances of aca. 

In this connection it is noted that every possible attention was Given to this girl. Her death is regretted. 

Your obedient servant, 

v4 

J. D, Sutherland, 
Acting Supt. of Indian Education. 

Moore, Eeq 
sation 

a B.C. 
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A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL 

SCHOOL 

. On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer Sona Mlloast- iy fGE5: a hey 

At what time of day? dan oy! ? 
etd. 

When and to whom did he or she report wee oy or accident? 

axcgesn Soy “< ay 

aed, yt Mahe, 
TrHnent reer vad 

What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity? 

ree. A 8, ah 
. When was the doctor called? Snel: Kalbed tm 

. What means were taken to afford relief}. 

. If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans- 

pov Ate 
. If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the 

es 

wind andl 

dete 

hte: Gas 

seth, Oonie } 

tthly..thewed 

sehool? .. Sircad Men, 1h tenet, Ee rtd, 

9. Add any other useful information here. 

Urloon..Craea. 0 
SRI Bheel” / arti D—Fiabk 42 QD not 
Yraml. 72 patty... ttdhe. alte. 

Principal. 

Norm: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of 
the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinical report of the patient's 
illness and death in the hospital is to be secured and attached to this memorandum. 

indian Affairs. 

sn econecnoan ga 

« 

B. STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED 

THE DECEASED PUPIL 

Ede. VA, f PID 

The immediate cause of death was 

Mraleres.....srom 

2, pG9.33: 

The contribfitory cause of death was hee 

Cond 1 Mafive ee tm weerantnrn') 
Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer- 

cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this —— 

Did they follow out your professional instructions?. 

If in either respect, you consider them to have been at Mult, it is required that you express 

Te KPa 

your carefully considered views as follows: 
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT 

1. Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you 

consider that all essential circumstances relating to the death of... Abfred. Wilson 

have been recorded?. x1es If not, you are required to add here any further particulars 

which strike you as essential. it ig a debateable cuestion whether or not it 
might have been advisable to have discharged the pupil soon after 
admission, but the Doctor felt that he might have had a better chance 
of improving in health at school than at home, furthermore, the child 
would never admit that he was sick although it was apparent to the 
¥rrincipal and the wurse that he was not as tively or’as energetic as 
he should be. Again, 1 may say that it was lay 1935 before the boy 
showed. any..definite..signs..of.faiiing.in.health..dut...the..Qector.said that 
on account of it being so near the end of the term that he did not deem 
it necessary to discharge him before the school closed for the annual 
holidays. I have however, instructed voth the Doe torent’ Nurse not to 
taxe chances in future should a pupii's health soon after admission 
become. & matten..of..specuiation.as..to.what..is..the..best..thing..to.do, in 
the case of Active or upen cases of '.4, immediate discharge. 

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to 

the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School. 
1 would strongly recommend that in future a strict examination (medical) 
be given every pupii i. s school within a month or six weexs after 
the opening 6?" the sé en” at the ona Of the” SOnSSL Holidays , 
or after admission should it take place other than at the beginning of 
the terms-When- thie-exemination.is-.made..it..shou.d..be..property..reoorded 
on a card or a suitable boak x the purpose which would be kept in the 
School,..... this, wouhd...2.181 in case of 
occasional sickness among 0) 
might also say that this examination is to be made irrespective of the 
examinations’ given” ty" the various Doctors ofthe reservesfrom-which the 
children come ahd which are recorded on the application for admission 
Yorms.......the..enquiry..waa..held.at..the. Schaal...and..<ndian..Age. rtimer 
was in attendance, as the deceased child was a@umember of Agency. lire 
Mortimer informs me that both parents of this deceased pupil died some 
years ago from t.5- Should this recommendation meet with the approval 
of the Department 1 would respectfully request that they supply me with 
a book or cards which can be used for the examination as weli as an 
outline of the examination to be given by Shs, medde aL Officer at the 
Schoole 

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death of 

a a hecdaas : , Pupil No. es 

Indian Residential School at. 

ofl a aS. Oe 3s. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

of the Ac, 

who died at nly ats 

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the 
Indian Agent at once. 

On receipt of the Principal’s notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry, 
consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical 
Officer who attended the deceased pupil. ‘These members of the Board shall, in each other's 
presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of 
Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy. 

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil’s 

death. 

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be 

permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked 
if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be 

attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after 
the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it. 

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac- 
ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him. 
A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind 
might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for 
this duty, on the Agent’s recommendation, ‘The report of the Board, in any case, must reach 
tue Department through the Indian Agent’s office, 

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including 

‘an inquest, which may be required by law: 

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state- 
ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum, 

Fon No. 414. 
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s-2-NB-rercsona. 

Venderhoof, BeCe, vctober Lothe 19356 

Dear Doctor ritts:- 

it has been reported to me by the Reve #rincipal 

of the Lejac indian Residential School, that so far you have not 
given the pupiis a general examination this term. 

No doubt you will remember the conversation you, Doctor sucQuarrie 

and 1 had a year ago and how we ( Dr. McQuarrie and myself ) tried to 
impress on you the importance of the medical work at the School. At 

that time you promised to give better service and we accepted that 

promise. Since then 1 am sorry to say that the necessary improvement 

has not taken piace and neither the Department nor School authorities 
are quite satisified that you are taking as much interest in the 
heaith of the children as you might. 

wast year, for instance, no report was ever made by you on 

dental conditions of the children, and surely this is something 
that should have been done, so that we might have arranged to 
have a Dentist visit the School for a Clinic as in other years. 
Have you ever made an examination of the School children and kept 

a record of it on cards the same as you do for the white schools? 
4 am afraid not, but hope you have, 

4 am writing this as a personal letter rather than official 
and hope to hear from you by return on these various matters . 

Surely you must realise that things cannot go on as they are, 

and this applies to the service you are giving on the Reserves 

as well as at the School. 

tours very truly, 

Signed:=- Retieloore, 
indian Agent. 
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Copy of thie report and correspondence sent to Dre 

Ke ineM@ uareie.s 5-2-2279 

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIR 
OFFICE OF 

CANADA 
INDIAN AGENT 

Vanderhcof, Beve, November Sth. 1945 

Sire 

I would vespeotfully reer you to your Let ter of August 2186. 

last, Pile Nos 163-1920 relative to the Aeath of Jifred \/ilsen who 

wae, vefore hie death, -. pupil cf the Le jae Indian PostCential Sehoole 

I micht gay in this connec tion that your lotter wae the firet 

Jntiation f had that the hoy waa even ctiok, let alone dead, hence the 

reason foe che ircuiry not being helde en I 64a get your letter I 

fruit tho Poror had sot aqme, so I hed to voordor them, the vesuit was 

thet the inguiry wae aot he until ednesday Tast che btn. inete Form 

eoverine sane duly completed end at tached herewith. 

Regarding tho third yopagreph of your let tor, 4 peke to the 

Rev. “rineipsl on this aévieing hin to have th Youtor sce ani examine 

in future eny pupil who may show signe of sickress of eilaing heelth 

and when TeSe is the emuse their dmmeGicate iischergee i 41a aot sce 

the Doctor personally, 6S le hay pened to be gut the times I calied at 

¥reser ieke, co 1 wrote hin » personal note, bat I on sorry to ssy 

he @i¢ mot tace my remarks in tle epigit iz whieh they were given 

and wrote me cather & snappy Lettere i om enelosing both letters for 

your dnforuetion, «5 they Will cxpiein conditions moxe Mig. For 

your information, I may say that the general modicel exemination I 

speak of in the firet paragraph of my Letter to Dr. Pitte has to do 

with the vecoination of new pupils ond alo @ gener@l check up on all 

the pupile after the holidays, 28 it 1e much oagier to chook them 

a» at the Sehool than on the reservede you can luo see that he 

exprescos himself? rather stron ly about the iev. vrdveipal which is 

not conducive to good work ov co-operation at the Sehcol, and seons 

to take exce tion tc complaints from the Sefol adout his work reashing 

him Gheough mee 

inco this tnqulry vas held i an sat‘ eifiod hat she esmaination 

of the Sehool chiliven 1s mach too casual, act omy for the we 

Jophication Sor Jdai: gion orm bat alwo duvang we thw thet they 

are at the Sehool, Tt walk’ sppear as 12 150 or 160 wapdle are now 

exeminea in Jese than one hour, and tats de one weamc.. Why f made the 

recomicndation i did en the vack page of che Luquiry Jovm, so that @ 

thorough examination can bo made end 2 vecera of it xopte In fact my 

hope is to have ® complete medical history | £ every child at Sehook 

and eventually every imiiwn 14 my 4Goney, yas the Solo. to vhere 4% 

eold be ctarted to the sent advantage. ... cach child 4s discharced 

fvom the Schoo, his or her mecicur higtory sucet could be sent to the 

Agency i fice for Fale end & copy mede for the use of tle Metical — 

Officer in chargeot the reserve o4 whieh the Giseharzsi oui Livete 

In closing @llow me to say that 1a. Mortimer elso at tented the 

inguisy as the deceaged pupil did not have either of his parents 

alivee I woald ide to be advised on chese various matters at the 

convenience of the Department. 

Your obedient servant, 

)1A 

ReHeMoore, 

Rint/Le 
Indian sgente 

The Seoretary, 

Department ef Infiian Arrairs, 

Ottawa, Onte 
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Fraser s8ke, belle, 

vetober 22nd. 1935. 

Retemoore, Esqe, 
indian Agent, 

Vanderhoof, bel. 

Dear Sir: 

your Letter of uctober the léth. received with complaints 
of attention 1 am giving the indians. hese compiaints have been so 
requent lately and so unjustified that 1 begin to believe they are 
romoted by personai feeling against me rather than an interest in the 

weitare of the indians. uhis may be on your part but i prefer to think 
it comes from Rivet, for whom 4 have little use and who probably 
guesses that i feel so toward him. 

Since my father is principal of an indian School and i have 
had opportunity to meet the principais and medical attendants of other 
schools, 1 happen to know that the attention i am giving the ué jac 
Schoo is as good or better than in any other place in the province. 
As for the general medical examination you speak of, this ig not done 
in any other school that i have any knowledce of. wthis would bear no 
weight with me if 1 thought that any purpose would be served by doing 
so, but 1 do not think so. Where is the point of this, when I know 
that, were 1 to apply the standards of heath to them that is applied 
to children of the white schools, that 1 should have to discharse 90, 
of them and there would be no sehool Left; and when 1 know that they 
are under the constant observation of a staff who have the Opportunity 
of reporting any i111 heaith to me either on my weekly visit to the 
schoo. or by phone. if the department makes this a regulation 
applying to all schools i have nothing to say, otherwise i shail use my 
own judsement. 

As for dental work, anyone knows that there is always dental 
work in such an institution. 4 have asked for a deBtist on two 
previous occasions aml am surprised that the department does not 
arrange Tor an anmal attednance of a dentist, rather than wait 
Cor the doctor to examine the whole school and tell them a dentist 
is required ( which everyone knows Je 1 Om only too pleased to 
facilitate his work, when 1 know he is coming, by going over the 
children and picking out the ones who require work donee 

in conclusion, i feel that 1 am doing everything that 
experience and commonsense dictates for the weifare of the children. 
if any more complaints emanate from the school through you i shal put 
$%\ up to the department at Ottawa, givine them a statement of just 
how 1 am carrying on the work and let them decide whether it should 
be satisfactory or note 

Yours, 

Signed:- C. ritts, weDe 
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y of this report and correspondence sent to Dre 
5-2-229. AcueticQuarrie. 

«& 
DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS < OFFICE OF 

CANADA << INDIAN AGENT 
\ i] 

fe * ~y 
f' Vand grft6 of » beUse, November Sth. 19356 
s AY , 

Sirs= 

i would respectfully refer you to your Letter of August 51St. 

Last, Hile lio.e 163-1-10 relative to the death of Aifred Wilson who 

wag, before his death,a pupit of the wejac indian ResidentiaL Schoole 

i might say in this connection that your Letter was the first 

intimation 1 had that the boy was even sick, let alone dead, hence the 

reason for the inquiry not being heid., Wien i aid get your letter i 

found the #orms had not come, so i had to reorder them, the result was 

that the inquiry was not held until Wednesday Last the 6th. inste orm 

covering same duly completed and attached herewith. 

Regarding the third paragraph of your letter, 4+ spoke to the 

Rev. rrincipal on this advising him to have the Doctor see and examine 

in future any pupil who may show signs of sickness or ailing heaith 

and when iese is the cause their immediate discharge. i did not see 

the Doctor personally, as he happened to be out the times 1 caiied at 

Fraser Lake, so 1 wrote him a personal note, but 1 am sorry to say 

he did not take my remarks in the spirit in which they were given 

and wrote me rather a snappy letter. 1 am enclosing both Letters for 

your information, as they wili explain conditions more fully. For 

your information, 1 may say that the general medica examination i 

speak of in the first paragraph of my letter to Dr. Fritts has to do 

with the vaccination of new pupiis and also 4 general check up on ait 

the pupiis after the holidays, as it is much easier to check them 

up at the School than on the reserveSe iou can “1so sec that he 

expresses himself rather strongly about the Rev. rrincipal ich is 

not conducive to good work or co-operation at the School, and seens 

to take exce tion to complaints from the School about his work reaching 

him through mée 

Since this incuiry was heid i am gsatisified that the examination 

of the School children is much too casual, nov onhy for the we 

Application for Admission"sorms but also during the time th 

are at the School. it woul appear as if 150 or 160 pupils 

exemined in Less than one hour, and t at is one reason why 4 made the 

recomiondation 1 did on the back page of the inquiry Yorm, so that & 

thorough examination can be made and a record of it kept. in fact my 

hope is to have @ compiete medical history of every child at School 

and eventually every indian in my Agency, but the School is where it 

could be started to the best advantage. As each chiid is discharged 

“rom the School his or her medical history sheet could be sent to the 

Agency Office for File and @ copy made for the use of the medical 

officer in chargeof the reserve on which the discharged punil Livese 

in closing allow me to say that wr. mortimer also attended the 

inquiry as the deceased pupil did not have either of his parents 

alive. I would Like to be advised on these various matters at the 

convenience of the Department. 

your obedient servant, 
— 

gm il 

S mm 4 Ki hey > 

Retlemoore , 7 

RHM/ be 
indian Agent. 

the Secretary, 

Department of Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa, UNnte 
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November 30th, 1955 

Dear Sir: 

My attention has been drawn to your Letter 

of November Sth with which you enclosed correspondence 

with Doctor Pitts yelating to his medical attendance 

at Fraser Lake Indian Residential ochool. I om 

enclosing a copy of 4 letter I em writing to him in 

which I have endeavoured to express the Department's 

point of view. Doctor MeQuarrie will be visiting 

your Agency at some time in the not very distant future 

and I would advise you to show him this correspondence 

with a view, if you think 4t necessary at that time, 

to having him discuss these matters with Doctor Pitts. 

4th more particular reference to your letter I 

agree with you that the pupils should receive a thorough 

physical examination as soon as possible after they arrive at 

the sehool in the Fall. In a district such as yours 

T should think it inevitable that some ehildren will 

arrive at the school who ought to be rejected at once. 

I think elso if I nad medical charge of such an institution 

I would wish to meke 4 formal survey of the pupils sbout 

once in every month durine the winter and to keep some 

record such as you speak of of the health progress. 

There is a a4ifference between perfunctory attendance and 

active interest end I hope my letter to Dootor Pitts 

will convince him thet the Department hopes he will display 

such interest in the futures Your report confirms 

thet of Doctor MeQuarrie after his Last vielt end T 

think you are well justified in taking Doctor Pitts to 

taske If I might comment further, it would be to hope 

Re He Moores, "SG. 

Indian Agent, 

vanderhoof, Se Ce 
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that you, Doctor Pitts and the Reverend 
might disouss these matters together at came aol date, Personal contact ofte: 
written communications, —— a 

Yours very truly, 

o- EL 
A VJhtW KR 

< 

Deputy Superintendent General 
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© poy Ms, 

( v | 

« Indian Agent 
Moore 

November 30th, 1935 

Dear Sir: 

Mr. Re He Moore, the Indien Agent at Venderhocf 

has sent the Department a copy of his letter to you of 

October 18th and your reply to him of the 22nd of the 

seme month, in which letters are discussed some matters 

relating to medical services at the Fraser Lake Indian 

Residential School. I think you might have taken a 

somewhat more cordiel attitude toward Mr. loore in this 

matter. He is responsible for, and interested in, the 

welfare of the pupils of the school and while it may be 

that the Department is unable to co all the services 

which might be desired, there still remains a good deal 

which depends upon the active interest of the attending 

physician, In this connection I recall that neither 

Doctor MeQuarrie or Doctor “all wore very well satisfied 

with health conditions at the school. They spoke in 

their reports of having disoussed the matter with you 

rether seriously and expressed the belief that there 

would be an improvement. 

I do not wish in this letter to say anything which 

might lead to further disagreement between you and Mr. 

Moore. I may, however, point out that the Department 

holds him responsible in all matters affecting the welfare 

of the Indiens in his Agency, and as medical employees 

of the Department go, you are paid a rather fair salary 

for attending the Indians under your care. The most 

important group of these Indians is the residents of the 

school, and I hope you will do everything possible to 

Ce Pitts, Esqe, Me Dey 

Fraser Lake, 
Be Ce 

Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
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promote their health. I think also that if you 

were to re-read your letter to Mr. Moore, you might 

now consider it could have been made somewhat more 

courteous. 

Yours very truly, 

Gow 

Deputy Superintendent General 
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~or iWDIAN Ap 
i? “aay 

3 * 

NOV 28 1985 
CANADA 

gucees=— 
DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

—_—_—_———_-# 

of 
Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause = circumstances of the death of 

Wuphrasia Louis * , Pupil No. 

of the... Lede Indian Residential School at... be JAC s...3.22. 

1AG Re ¢ nN Naw 8 y 

who died at... 0.09.2. Sehool (place) on November 20th. 

Incuiry held at Sohool November 21st. 1935. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the 

Indian Agent at once. 

On receipt of the Principal’s notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry, 

consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical 

Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other’s 

presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of 

Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy. 

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil’s 

death. 

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be 

permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked 

if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be 

attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after 

the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it. 

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac- 

ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him. 

A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal 

Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind 

might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for 

this duty, on the Agent’s recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach 

the Department through the Indian Agent’s office. 

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including 

an inquest, which may be required by law: 

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state- 

ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum. 

Form No. 414. 
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@ 

A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL 

SCHOOL 

1. On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer injury? Jn bet bs Aa £2 

2. At what time of day? AP new EZ, FF4, JA ad 

3. When and to whom er he or she report this illness or accident? a. ” Lila. 

ive harbed "2 ZAG _— 

4. What means were taken to afford relief? mA. Yiita AL ranges Cio? 

5. What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity? 

6. When was the doctor called? 

7. If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans- 

port? Loy hw £ Prk? ‘ ze hoa Vifrraaarg 

8. If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the 

- 2 — Li? 

schoolt_f “2 Z Came AAtrwd2é TA AR. ce PLANE 
4 é 

9. Add any other useful information here. 

Am LAL LeeE KMAR... tA hb...3 VF 

Sa aw a damact te, Bad A per OPV. 

Paneth ack 
a fr btm ~, 

Nore: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of 

the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinical report of the patient’s 

illness and death in the hospitai is to be secured and attached to this memorandum. 
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o 

B. STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED 

THE DECEASED PUPIL 

I attended Cicpolereosn albnonecat from flr. Ni le, 44.3.8" 

Mere. 4% th, 4/434. The immediate cause of death was 

Penalea 

The contributory cause of death was vy, 

Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer- 

cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil? 7 

Did they follow out your professional instructions? a7 

If in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express 

your carefully considered views as follows: 

A Bees Eh aigfalion a Lenpoas gud a th Etige. 

hid sxwabeboainuntele e..draébaslle.. Mewes 

Ligon RM. Mere bet ode... hee, dosha hen me a tf 

whe ardyde creas erbache > a ae a paaaeeaea 

Mid rw Bre lGtk. 

Ah Gill 
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT 

1. Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you 

) 

have been recorded?...... Y@8.« If not, you are required to add here any further particulars 

which strike you as essential. For the information of the Depastugnt I beg t 

refer you to my letter of the 15th. inst.File 4No.5-2-260 with a 

copy of letter attached from me to the Rev. Principal Rivet. It 

so-happens' that the previous correspondendce--had.%0...d0... this 

particular girl. It was impossible for her to be tsken from 

the..Sohool..so.onenr...as..Aek...LF d@ end as they 
live in an out of the wa t WI 

fact they mey not get it for ano r two weel as more A 

(hey axe" on thelr traplines and 2 tire: ore. However, 

I have seen all the correspondence and am satisified that 

every thing..poss.lble...was....dane,, SAh.B ischarsed as Soon as 

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to 

the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School. 

L..am. satisified..that...cveny... a 

1 the dis sb ad24 t girl ¢ before 

c r I instructed th 1e be sent bask home as 

sible, isa “yroxe out; (the tis the 

same day that the Rev. Principal received my letter of Novel5th. ) 

nein -every few eye Later she dooceased..went...dow... hem ana 

died shortly after. 

‘Me Doetor and Nurse have done excellent work at” the “séhool, in 

facet the former hee given almost daily attention, and the latter 

nas been going tay and nigh Pop-at the present tLe there..are 

over sixty pupils down with the measles. 
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SUBJECT OF INQUIRY 

Victoria Authorities Ask Full) 

Report—Inquest Verdict 

Raps School 

—— 1), The 

Victoria, B.C., January 5 —P— 

The Indian Office here today wired * 

authorities at Vanderhoof, in the 
A - fe 3 hy i 

central interior of British Columbia, 
on. 

for full particulars concerning the 
i * 

Geathe 0! four Indian boys whose 
a a Bodies N 

bodies were found frozen to the ice 
ma. ndi 

a Sig Lake Saturday night. 
jan Boys 

e order was sent following re- 
, . na 

ports from Vanderhoof, approxi- 
VANDERHOOF, B.C., Jan. 4.— 

mately 30 miles from Prince George, 
Bodies of four small Indian boys, 

B.C. that a coroner's jury had re- apparently frozen to death, were 

turned a_ verdict recommending 
found half-buried in snow ar 

that “excessive corporal discipline,” 
the east end of Fraser I aie at as r: Sat- 

of practised, be curtailed at the 
in : . A 

Lejac Indian School, from which urday night. Word of the tragedy 

the boys ran away on New Year's reached here today 

Day. 
Details were not available 

he four boys, all under 10 years It was believed the boys, w 

| old, left the school and started out were attending ti boys, who 

for the Nautley Indian Reservation, 
at Leje ng the Indian school 

reaching within a mile of the Re- Fr jac, on the south side of 

serve before dropping from cold raser Lake, left Friday to visit 

and exhaustion, 
the Nautley reservation at th 

The coroner's jury found that 
east end of the lake. ° 

death was “unavoidable” in view of 
wai 

the intense cold and the light clothes 

the boys were wearing when they 

left the school. The jury also 

found that school authorities should 

have taken more definite action the 

night the boys left the school on 

their fatal trek. 

Report Ordered by Ottawa 

Ottawa, January 5.—@—Offciials 

Jof the Indian Affairs Branch are 

awaiting a report on the death of 

four Indian boys from the Indian 

school at Lejac, B.C. As yet the | 

officials have no information on the 

| matter, but a full report has been 

| ordered from the local authorities. 

—_——_—_———_ 

  
—_       

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6446, file 88 -23, part 1) 

PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 

CANADA   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibli liothec 
wwvi.collectionscanada.gc.ca neh Areios Canoe



WINNIPEG, TUESDAY, JANUA 

Four B.C. Indian Boys 
| Are Frozen to Death 

On Way From School 
Vanderhoof, B.C., Jan. 5. (CP)—Indians in two reservations 

mourned, Monday, as a coroner prepared to investigate the 

deaths of four boys, whose bodies were found on the frozen sur- 

tf face of Fraser lake, Saturday night. 

The dead are: 

Morris Justice, eight, of Unchalake, south of Burns Lake. 

Allen, eight, of Nautley reserve. 

Johnny Michael, nine, of Unchalake. 

Andrew Paul, nine, of Stoney Creek. 

    

RY 5, 1937. 
  
  

  

— ——| 
The four bodies were brought to ~~ -| 

Nautley reserve, near Fort Fraser The bodies, capless and lightly! 
»| where . p vil 2 | «| where Coroner C. Pitts will hold an clad, were frozen together, One of 

inquest. The boys, who left the 
the boys had lost one shoe as he 

f 
s| 

© 
aj 
y 
a 

Indian school at Lejac apparently 

‘| intent upon trekking to Nautley re- 

serve, were found huddled together 

in the slush-ice of Fraser lake with- 

in three-quarters of a mile of their 

goal, 

trekked over the lake's icy surface. | 

Fraser lake is about 20 miles east 
| of Vanderhoof and 50 miles west of 
Prince George. Burns lake is about | 

{50 miles west of Vanderhoof. 
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OTTAWA ORDERS REPORT 

Ottawa, Jan. 5.—Officials of the 

Indian affairs branch are awaiting 

a report on the death of four Indian 

boys. As yet the officials have no 

information on the matter but a full 

report has been ordered. 

Bum 

VISITS INDIAN SCHOOLS | 

R. A. Hoey, Ottawa Official, | 

on tmspection Trip 

} _,On his first inspection trip since | 

| his appointment December 1, R A. | 
Hoey, head of the welfare and 
training services in the Indian Af- 
fairs Branch of the Department of 
Mines and Resources, will visit 
Caughnawaga Reserve today. Mr. 
Hoey, former Minister of Education | 

[By The Canadian Press) for Alberta, will inspect the public 

VANDERHOOF, B.C. Jan. 5 school on the reserve. | 
t “excessive ie is merely obtaining informa- 

Recommendation | tie cract! tion about his new work, Mr, Hoey | 
ora tadian, schoo! at Lejac 7 oe a rl ort net the Windsor Hotel 

s 4ejac, BiGw) as ght, and fo > prese x 

should be limited, was written to- make fo. Ene ae anna Be tas 

day into the findings of a coroner's been busy for the past_ month ar 

jury which investigated the deaths ranging his office at Ottawa, and} 

of f our Indian boys during a trek up to now has been unable 
~ ‘ Jautley re- field inspection. He wi 1 

pail td ena fe te NEVES visit all sections of the country | 
serv * ‘ ‘ vee where there are Indian Reserves, | 

The jury, sitting at Nautley last however, | 

night, found the boys died in the Mr. Hoey is accompanied by J.| 

slush ice over Fraser lake on the Christianson, who reccived his ae | 

night of Jan, 1 from exhaustion pointment as general superinten- 

pe freezing. They found that dent of agents on the same date 

M oan = Mr. Hoey was named. Mr. Chris- | 

“such circumstance was | unavoid tianson, formerly chief inspector of | 

able in w of the evidence in agencies for Alberta, will confer 

this cas 
with the Indian Agent at Caugn- | 

The verdict said, however, “that 
nawaga. Afterwards they will both | 

more definite action by school return directly to Ottawa | 

authorities might or should have 
TD 

been taken the night on which the 

disappearance (of the boys from 

the school) took place.” 

The boys, all under 10 years 

old, were found huddled together 

on the ice Saturday night. They 

were lightly clad for the bitterly- 

cold trek they undertook. All 

were without caps, and one had 

only one shoe. 

Fraser Lake is 20 miles east) 

of Vagderhoof and 50 miles west 

of Prince George. 
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J OUR INDIANS. 
Edmonton Journal. 

The Federal efforts to better the 
position of the Indians have had! 

good results in the Dominion as 

well as in the United States. But 
it is felt that much more could be 
accomplished for them and an en- 

larged program was announced at 

Ottawa the other day. The de-! 

partment will devote particular 

attention to improving their skill 

as trappers and to helping them 

to take better care of furs before 
these are marketed. 

There are many other ways in 

which they can be given assistance 

that will enable them to reach a 

higher economic plane. The work- 

ing out of the plans will be fol- 

lowed with keen interest, as the 

national responsibility for the wel- 

fare of the Indian population is 

widely recognized. 

Indian Affairs. 
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Four Indian Boys 
Frozen te Death 

Bodies Found on Ice of 
Fraser Lake 

Vanderhoof, B.C., Jan, 4 (OP).— 

Investigation of the deaths of four 

Indian boys was under way here to- 

night as Coroner C. Pitts prepared to 

hold an inquest on the frozen bodies, 
found on the surface of Fraser Lake. 

Huddled together in slush ice only 
three-quarters of a mile from Nautley 
Reserve, their goal, the youngsters’ 
bodies were discovered Saturday 
night. Only today did word of the 
tragedy reach Vanderhoof, 300 miles 
northeast of Vancouver. 

The dead: Morris Juctice and Allen 
Willie, both 8 years of age; and 
Johnny Michael and Andrew Paul, 
both aged 9. The bodies were taken 
to Nautley Reserve, at the east end 
of Lake Fraser, for an inquest 

The boys left an Indian school at 
Lejac, on the southern shore of the 
lake, apparently intent upon trekking 
to Nautley Reserve Capless and 
lightly clad, the bodies were found 
frozen together. One boy had lost a 
shoe as he trekked over the frozen 
lake surface. 

Fraser Lake is about twenty miles | 
east of here in the northern interior 
of British Columbia 

' 
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NM bone ale WESTERN UNION 
Full-Rete Messege 

Dey Letter 
Night Messege 

eb 

Night be Nt “ » TELEGRAPH CO. 

It none of ten i waver pee iene <D, Cable Service 

appeers alter the check (numbeq ~~ QP 2 A to all the World 

Of words) this is ¢ full-rete mess. 
3g, pharm is cherecter is 

Money Transferred 

ing cher the 
- by Telegraph 

STANDARD TIME 

VANDERHOOF BC 5 145P © 

DEPT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS OTTAWA ONT 

FOUR BOYS FROM LEJAC SCHOOL RAN AWAY AND WERE FROZEN TO DEATH ON 

FRASER LAKE STOP INQUEST HELD YESTERDAY WHEN ACCIDENT VERDICT 

BROUGHT IN BY JURY NO BLAME ATTACHED TO ANYONE STOP FULL REPORT 

FOLLOWING 

R H MOORE. 

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6446, file 881-23, part 1) 

PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 

CANADA   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliotheque et Archives Canada 
www.collectionscanada.ge.ca



163-1-10. 

CLASS OF SERVICE DESIF Exclusive Connection 

FULL-RATE MESSAGE a with 

Dav LerteR | i <i WESTERN UNION 

NIGHT MT} as 
TELEGRAPH CO. 

| NIGHT Ler a CNY, Cable Service 

Parnons suoue “Aan X oFro- 2 CASS to all the World 

SITE THE CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED: 
OTHERWISE THE MESSAGE 

Money Transferred 

WILL BE TRANSMITTED AS 
A FULL-RATE TELEGRAM 

by Telegraph 

SIRED 

RECEIVER'S NO TIME FILED 

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

NIGHT LETTER 
" Ottawa, January 5», 1937. 

Re He Moore, Eaqes 

Indian Agent» 
Vanderhoof, B.C. 

Ottawa newspaper reports four Indian 

boys frozen to death near east end Fraser Lake last Saturday STOP 

Stated to be pupils Lejac Residential School STOP Please for- 

ward complete report at once. 

Te Re Le Macinnes. 
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until 10 o'clock, 
consequently it was too 

lose at 6 P.M. 

start at the inning and try to trace the 

x ty the boys were last seen at the School on 

#339 - Allen Patrick, aged 9 
#3eh - Andrew H. Paul © 8 
$326 - Justa Maurice 8 
#350 - John Michel Jack aged 7. 

The of 

of the Fogg ny Francois Lake were visiting relatives on the Nautley 

Reserve, while the boy frm Cheslatta was a relative of the boy from Francois 

lake. ‘The School that day was in charge of Bishop Coudert owing 

Bishop owing 

School alone. At 4 P.M. 
when they were all given 

recreation hall afterwards. M. 

were missing and the Sister Superior 
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they had gone away and expressed the opinion 

and a holiday that he would not seni for 

allow them to stay with their frienis ami he would 

the train being lete next morning it was 

boys until between 12 and 1 o'clock noon, 

search party was organized 

less than half a mile 

It appeared as if they took French leave immediately following 

the afternoon lunch and were not missed by the disoiplinarian in charge 

until the children went for supper, They were lightly clad for indoor 

recreation and as it was about 20 degrees below zero that night, and the 

distance they had to walk eight miles across the lake with six inches of 

gnow on the ice you can understand that they would probably be dead am 

the night of the lst. between 10 P.M. and midnight. 

The foregoing is as complete a story as I can give you from the 

evidence brought out at the Inquest, so far as the tragedy is concerned. 

However there are other pointe which were brought out and have to do 

with the disciplinerians which I did not know pefore. It seems that last 

September Bishop Bunoz took it upon himself to appoint two young priests 

from France, who had recently arrived in this country, as disciplinarians 

at the School, contrary I understand to the wishes of the Acting 

Principal. These young men, while charming fellows, could not speak a 

word of English and mew absolutely nothing about handling Indian 

children, the result being that we have hed a lot of truancy during the 

past three mnths, ani I personally on one or two ccoasions suggested 

to the Acting Principal that he get rid of these Priests ami appoint 

some one who knew something about the job, otherwise truancy would go 

from bad to worse. I took it that Father McGrath agreed with me and the 

change would be made, but I did not kmow that he could not make the 

change himself until he wae under cath as a witness at the Inquest 

Consequently, I took immediate action and requested Father MoGrath officially 

to change the disciplinariams immediately and reappoint one of those men 

who has been a digciplinarian at that School for the past 5 or 6 years. As 

goon as the roads are open for travel again in a few days I am going up to the 

School to see that the change has been made. If you will please refer to 

Me. Phealan he will tell you that when he visited this Agency two years ago 

I expresee’ sy views to him on the importance of disciplinarians, with 

which he fully agreed and even wrote to the Principel at that time making 

these same guggestions which the Principal agreed to and acted on. 

In closing allow me to muke the following recommendation. "The 

School Authorities to be instructed to appoint disciplinarians other than 

Priests, who understand and can speak the English language well, this to take 

effect right amy.” 

"Ty would also recomment that tho Church Authorities be given to 

understand that the Principal mst be given full charge and not be interfered 

with by his superiors, insofar as the management of the School is concerned, 

toherwise inefficiency is the result.” 

I am attaching hereto @ copy of the Official Coroner's Jury 

verdict, as well as a copy of a letter from Dr. Pitts, all of which I trust 

you will find self explanatory. I trust I have covered the whole mtter 

sufficiently in detail in this report, although I could add that T am not 

satisfied that having Priests using the School as a Headquarters is good 

business, and I feel should be discouraged. 

Your obedient servant, 

(egi) R H. Moore, 

Indian Agent. 
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The Government of 

British Columbia. 

INQUISITION. 

An Inquisition infented taken at Fort Fraser 

British Columbia, the 4th day of Jamary, in the first year of the 

Reign of our Sovereign Lard the King, pefore mo, C. Pitts, M.D., 

gentlemen, one of the Coroners for our Lord the King, for the Province 

aforesaid, upon the view of the bodies of Allen Willie, Johmy Michel, 

Maurice Justine, Andrew Paul, then ani there ani within the jurisdiction 

of the said Coroner, lying dead, upon the oaths of 

Frederick Waite Malkins 

Herbert George Crowe 

Wa. Lewis Taylor 

Otto Elbil Vimnedge 

Arthir Goodwin 

Arthur Wesley Dobson 

good ami lawful men of Fort Fraser, B.C., aforesaid, in the said province 

of British Columbia, who being now sworn and charged to inquire, on the 

part of our said Lard the King, when, where, how ami after what mamer, 

the said Allen Willie, Johny Michel, Maurice Justine and Anirew Paul 

came to his death, do say upon their cath, that it is the opinion of this 

jury that the deaths of these four boys, vis., Allen Willie, Johmy Michel, 

Maurice Justin & Anmirew Paul occured om the east eni of Fraser lake on 

the night of Jan. lst, 1957 and that death was due to exhaustion ani 

consequent freezing. 

We, the jury, feel that euch circumstances was unavoidable, 

in view of the evidence in this case. 

We feel however that more definite action by the school 

authorities might or should have been taken the night upon whéch the 

disappearance took place. 

Further, 4% is cur opinion that mare cooperation between 
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Fraser Lake, B.C. 

Jan. 6th.1937. 

R.HeMoore Esqe, 

Indian Agent, 

Vanderhoof, B.C. 

Dear Sir:- 

As you may know, the results of the late inquest 

have got into the hands of the Canadian Press Bureau and 

there is some chance that they might make a little capital 

of the jury's recommendations which appear to reflect on 

the school. 

I write you because I am 4n the uncomfortable 

position, as Coroner, of being the source of the information, 

and I don't want it to appear that I have gone out of my way 

to supply information. 

tion about the inquest. I gave him the names of the boys, 

the account of their disappearance. When he asked for the 

verdict I considered it best to give it to him, since the 

inquest was open and he could always get an account of it from 

soneone else possibly exaggerated or incorrect. Apparently he 

wired this information to the Canadian Press. 

Last night I get a wire from the Canadian Press 

Bureau asking for information as to the testimony which lead 

to the jury making recommendations that they did, also bearing 

on conditions at the School. After some thought, it seemed to 

me best to send a reply,to prevent, if possible, the papers 

from printing 4 manufactured story which might end with 4 

Government investigation and what note 

I sent the following reply:- 

away from school be 

with parents. Principal of school testified that this often 

occurred 
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occurred, that boys had access to proper clothing and had only 

seven miles to go home, therefore no search was made until 

next day. Said greater frequency of runaways lately due to 

fact corporal punishment discouraged by higher authorities, 

Indian witnesses maintained corporal punishment resulted in 

runaways, hence jury's recommendation re discipline. No 

evidence to show cruelty at school or negligence in this 

particular case, 

I showed this to Father McGrath and he was quite 

satisfied with it. I hope it may prevent any sensational 

headlining by the papers. 

Yours, 

Signed C.Pitts, M.D. 
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ind Four Bodies 
Small Indian Boys 

VANDERHOOF, B.C., Jan, 4.~ 
Bodies of four small Indian boys, 
apparently frozen to death, were 
found half-buried in snow near 
the east end of Fraser Lake Sat- 
urday night. Word of the tragedy 
reached here today. 

Details were not available, 
It was believed the boys, who 

were attending the Indian school 
at Lejac, on the south side of 
Fraser Lake, left Friday to visit 
‘the Nautley reservation at the! 
east end of the lake. 
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Indian School 
Absolved in 

Special to The Vancouver Sun 
VICTORIA, Jan, 6—There is no 

blame attached to anyone in connec- 

tion with the death of four Indian boys 

who ran away on New Year's Day 

from the Tejac Indian: School and 

were later found frozen to death on 

Praser Lake, according to a message 
received by the Indian Office here 
from Vanderhoof today. 

The message was a reply to a query 
sent from the local office yesterday 
which followed word that the jury had 
recommended limiting of corporal 
punishment at the school. 

R. H. Moore, Indian agent at Van- 
derhoof, reported the deaths in his 
wire and added a note that no blame 
attached to anyone. A full report is 
being forwarded by mail to the agent 
here. 

NO EVIDENCE OF 
CRUELTY AT SCHOOL 

FRASER LAKE, B.C., Jan, 6.— 
Coroner C. Pitts said today that an 
Indian witness’ testimony prompted an 

inquest jury, investigating the deaths 
of four boys found frozen on the ice 

of Fraser Lake Saturday, to recom- 
mend in their verdict that corpora) 

punishment, if practised at the Lejac 
Indian School, should be curtailed 

The coroner, who did not give the 
witness’ name, said he testified that 
corporal punishment resulted in run- 
aways from Indian schools. 

However, Pitts said, there was no 
evidence to show that cruelty at the 
Lejac School prompted the four boys 

in question to attempt a fatal trek 
from the institution to Nautley Re- 
servation New Year's Eve. 

Other testimony at the inquest 
showed the boys left the school only 
so that they could spend a holiday at 

the reserve seven miles away across 

the lake, Pitts said 
The school principal said boys oft 

left on such expeditions and as thev 

had access to promr clothing, no 

alarm was felt for their safety imme- 

diately. A search was started the 
next day 

The school principal further testi- 

fied that runaways occurred more 

frequently lately dué to the fact cor- 
poral punishment was being discour- 

aged by hicher authorities. 
The four boys, all under 10 years 

old, covered more than six miles of 
their trek before falling from cold and 
exhaustion, They were hatless and 
Uehtly clad for the bitter cold. 

————EEEEE 
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Lake Tragedy 
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ROUND 
TOWN 

NORQUAY LIBERALS 
Norquay Liberal Association will 

hold its regular meeting on Thursday 

at 8 p.m. in Norquay Community Hall. 

1936 REPORTS 
Sneppy verbal reports of 1936 com- 

mittee chairman will feature the 
luncheon meeting of the Kiwanis Club 
in the Oak Room, Hotel Vancouver 
at 12:15 p.m. Thursday Following 
the reports will be a club singsong. 

LEADE COUNCIL 

A leaders’ council is to be formed 
at a meeting at 8:30 p.m. Friday, mez- 
zanine floor, Vancouver Block, to or- 
ganize groups of children for recrea- 
tional and social activities. The 
council is being sponsored by the 
C.C.F. and other progressive groups 
interested in providing greater oppor- 
tunities for spare time activities for 
children from 6 to 14 years. 

ANNUAL METING 
The annual meeting and election of 

officers of Burrard Field Naturalists’ 
Club will be held in the City Museum 
at 8 p.m. Friday. Freda Perry will 
read a paper entitled “The Flora of 
Bella Coola and Adjacent Mountains,” 

SOCIAL CREDIT TALK 
Peer V. Paynter, Social Credit nom~- 

inee for Burrard, will speak on “Can- 
ada’s Next Step Toward Social 
Credit” at the weekly forum at Social 
teen headquarters at 8 pm. Thurs- 
day. 

LAND OF ROMANCE 

“Spain, Land of Romance, Religion 
and Revolt,” will be the subject of an 
address by Rev. Andrew Roddan in St 
Paul's Presbyterian Church, Glen 
Drive and Eighteenth Avenue, on 
January 12, 

The address will be the first of a 
series of six sponsored by the manag- 
ing board of the church, and future 
speakers will include Helen Gregory 
MeGill, Juvenile Court judge, anc 
Eoward H. Planche, Oakalla medica 
adviser,   
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Fraser Lake,, Bele 

& va Jan. 6th. 1937» 

ReHelioore, ESqe, 

indian Agent, 

Vanderhoof, belle 

Dear Sir:s= 

As you may know, the result#of the late inquest have got 

into the hands of the Canadian rress sureau and there is some chance 

that they might make a little capital of the jury's recommendations 

which appear to refiect on the schoole 

i write you because i am in the uncomfortable postion, as 

Coroner, of being the source of the information, and i don't want it to 

appear that 1 have gone out of my way to supply informatione 

Himes called me up yesterday noon asking for information 

about the inquest. i gave him the names of the boys, and. the account of 

their disappearance. When he asked for the verdict 1 considered it best 

to give it to him, since the inquest was open ani he could always get an 

account of it from someone else possibly exaggerated or incorredte 

Apparently he wired this information to the Canadian «cress. 

wast night i got a wire from the Canadian rress sureau asking 

for information as to the testimony which Lead to the jury making the 

recommendations that they did, also bearing on conditions at the School. 

After some thought, it scemed to me best to send a reply, to prevent, 

if pos& ble, the papers from printing a manufactured story which might 

end with a Government investigation ani what note 

i sent the following reply:~ 

At wneutley inquest testimony whowed boys did not run away 

from school because of iil treatment but to spend holidays with parents. 

Principal of school testified that this often oceured, that boys had 

assess to proper clothing and had only seven miles to go home, therefore 

no search was made until next day. Said greater frequency of runaways 

lately due to fact ebaporal punishment discouraged by higher 

authorities. indian witnesses maintained corporal punisiment resulted in 

runaways, hence jury's recommendation re discipline. iio evidence to show 

cruelty at school or negligence in this particular case. 
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i whowed this to father sicGrath and he was quite satisified with 

it. 4s hope it may prevent any sensational heddiining by the papers. 

yours, 

Signeds- C, ritts, mee 
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(CuROWER) COPY. 

the Government of 

e British Columbia. 

ENQUITS LPL 

? 
4 

An inquisition indented taken at rort sraser 

british Volumbia, the 4th. day of Jamary, in the first year of the 

xeign of our Sovereign ord the King, before me, Coritts, meDe, 

gentleman, one of the Goroners for our word the ning, for the 

srovince aforesaid, upon the view of the bodies of Allen Willie, 

Johnny wichel, warice Justine, indrew raul, then and there and 

within the jurisdiction of the said Uoroner, lying dead, upon the 

oaths of 

frederick Waite .wakins 

Herbert George ULrowe 

Wim. Lewis .aylor 

vtto Hibiil vinnedge 

Arthir Goodwin 

Arthur Wesley vobson 

good and lawful men of Fort Praser, oelse, aforesaid, in the said 

province of british Columbia, who being now sworn and charged to 

inguire, on the part of our said sord the aing, when , where , how, 

and after what manner, the said Alien Wiitite, vonny wichel, «eurice 

Justine and Andrew raul came to his death, dosay upon their oath , 

that it is the opinion of this jury that the deaths of these four 

boys, vize, Allen Willie, Johnny Michel, Maurice Justin « Andrew raul 

occured on the east end of #raser Lake on the night of dan. 1lste 1957 

and that death was due to exhaustion and consequent freezing. 

We, the jury, feel that such circumstances was unavoidable, in 

view of the evidence in this case. 

We feel however that more definite action by the school 

authorities might or should have been taken the night upon which the 

disappearance took places 

further, it is our opiniom that more cooperation between the 

authorities and the parents of the children would in future help to 

lessen the danger in the future of any repétition of such an incident. 
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Aiso, that excessive corporal discipline, if practiced, should 

be limited ami that beéter understanding would exist between pupils 

and @isciplinarians if the latter were English speaking. 

iN WivWHSS whereof, as weil as the aforesaid Coroner as the 

jurors aforesaid, have to this inquisition put their seals on the day 

and the year and at the place at first above mentioned. 

#rederick Waite makins 

Arthir Goodwin 

Arthur Wesley Dobson 

Herbert George Urowe 

otto BE. Vinnedge 

William Lewis waylor 

Signed:=- C. Fitts, MeDe, 

Coronere 
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Vivision "D" 
District - Fort George ; 

Detachment: VWanderhoof Unorganized territorye 

EPORT 

(ELLIE, Allen (Indian) Nautley Reserve, Fort Fraser, BeCe 
MICHEL, JOHNNY be Uncha Lake, BeCe 
JUSTIN, MAURICH be Unoha Leke, Bee 
PAUL, ANDREW ® Stony Creek Reserve, leCe 

INQUIRY INTO THE DEATH of. 

On January 2, 1957, I received a phone oall at 8.05 peme from Father 
Patrick MoGrath, Principal of the Indian Residential school, lejac, Be Ce 
to the effect that four {ndion bos had bean found dand on Fraser Lake 
near the Nautley “niina feuesvvution. I instructed Tuther MaGrata to 
notify the Coroner Dre “ate PES ec at Ywauer (ese Ce 

I immediately proceeded to Nautley Sescrve, where 7 was met by Coroner 
Pittse We were gvided on to the lake to where the bodies were lyinge 

The bodies were examined by the Coroner and myselr, and it was found 
that they had died of freezingse There were no marke of violeice found on 
any of the bodics. ‘the bodies were then taken to the Neutiey Reserve and 
kept there until Nonésy J: nuarcy 4, 193%. 

Witnesses were warned to apperr at the Gov't Office Fort Fraser on 
Jenuery 4, 1937, where an inquest was to be helde 

Om Monday, Januury the 4th, 1957, a jury was summoned. The Jury having 
been duly sworn proceeded to view the bodies. 

Witnesses calieds- 

Jean Donze duly sworn stated: I ema Pricst residing 
at the Residential School at lejac, BeCe I am in charge of the Indian 
boys at the suhool in the afternoon one week and the mornings the next 
week. I was on duty January lst, 1957, in the afternoon. It was at 4 pm 
on January ist that I lest saw the four boys alivee They were not 
dressed for going outside. They apparently left the school shortly efter 
4030 peme for they have iunch at that time, they were not seen afterwards. 
They should have reported back to mee They left without permissione They 
were dressed just to be in the play hall, they cculd not have obtained 
any more of their clothes without me seeing them ae they were in the play 
hell and I was there all the timee I have been in charge of the boys for 
a> ut three wonths, and huve not had eny trouble with them. The boys 
wer: mis.cd by Sister Superior of the dining room at 6 pm and I under- 

stand she reported to Bishop Coudert who was in oharge during Father 
MoGrath's absencee I was told that they were missing at 6650 pm 
I 414 not do anything as I was not rey Nothing was done unti} 
the next morning. There were quite a lot of visitors on January lst 
and it was thought that they had gone away with some of them. fFailfer 
MeGrath told Mre Gorcoran to go to Nautley Reserve to cet the boys with 
the car next morning about 1 ofclook January 2, 1937- The boys could 
go ‘o the barns, «@ around the grounds also to the visitors parlour 
without permission, eo it is impossible for us to see them at all times. 

Father Patrick MoGrath, duly eworn stated; I eam Acting Prinoipal of the 
Indian Residential Sohool at Lejac,BeCe On January ist, 1957, | was at 
Stellaquo Reserve and di: not return to the school until 5 pm’ that 
evening, but it was not until 9615 pm thet I heard that the four boys 

were miss ings 
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Continueds=- Page 3. 
is Ree “1LLIB, Allen (Indian) Nautley Reserve, Port Fraser, B.C. 

. MICHEL, Johnny * Uncha Lake, B.C. 

JUSTIN, Maurice * Unehe Lake, BC. 

PAs Anipes " Stony Creek Reserves, BeCe 

Indian Reverve. I heard about the four boys sisaing on January 2m: 1937, sbout Pu. 

I wae asked by Pather Mctra’h t) go cut and » ereh for them. terre William and 

Yranceoie Joe went along the CoNeR. tracks, ana Justin Maurice's boy and a, seif went 

on the North shore of Fraver Like, then crosee@i the ice to the South ehore. e 

found the tr eke of the four boys, juet Bast of the int at Encombe, an. «© f riloved 

them Zast and ¢ founa the boys, about $-30 PM. Three of the boys ere sy'n, to- 

ther, and ome about s«venty-Tive feet a ay~ They sore dying face jowneardte The 

tracks were going etraiyht, an. did not amted srounce Thay were goin, straight to 

the Nautley Village, until they came to the , on sater, at the N utley River, then 

they turned South to aris the South shore, The bo.ies «ere about sev n miles froa 

the school, half « wile “rom the Nautle, Reserve anu about & quorter of « wile from 

the South shore. 2 follosed the tracks for about three ailes before 1 found the 

bodies, the trecks shovei they » re pretty tirede Aftor I fim: the bodies, 1 rent ‘*o 

Nautley and Chief Maxine George phoned the police. It took me about three quarters 

of an hour to travel three viles. 

Constable Jennings, duly svorn steteis- On Saturuey, January 2mi, 1937, I received a 

hone cell from the Indian Resisential School at Lejac, B.C. at 8-05 PM to the ffecet 

thet four bodies of the miseing boys nai been found. I oroceeded to the scene with 

the Coroner. The bouies wore out on the ice of fra er Laxe about three quertere of 

a mile from the Neutloy Reserves The boiles vere those of Cour youay boys about »he 

age of elsht years, three bodies e lying -ogether. One on oie back anu one ly.ng 

face Jom over his abiomen the other « fe fcet « ay face down arcs in the snore 

The fourth sao about trenty-five yerds from the three lying face down acde. Thay 

ware Gressed in un ereear, blue overall pante ana wenim shirts, no hats, heavy 

woollen vocks and low rubbers. One by hai lost one sock an: rubber. re the 

three bodies «re lying the enow 38 packed for a ra ius of ten feet, the one that 

vas a short uistence a ay had pecked tne snow very little. The boilew vere examined 

by the Coroner and myself, anu they wre then taken to feutley Reserve. The sistance 

they had travelled ould take them ot least six hours. They aia not appear to have 

fallen into the seater as the clothing ~es not frouven. It is ay ovinion that they ulead 

on J.nuary lst, 1997 

= It is the opinion of this Jury, that the aths of the four boys, Vise Allen 

Willie, Johnny Michel, Meurice Justin and Andrew Paul, occure) on the East ei of 

Frager Lake on the ni ht of January let., 1937, an. thet ueath vas due to exhaustion 

and consejuent freesing. 

We, the Jury, feel that euch circumstaness vas unavoidable in vier of the evidence 

of this cass. We, feel hovevor, thet more iefinite ection by the school cuthoritivs 

might, or should heve been taken the ni ht uoon wich the aiesp earance took places 

Further, it is our opinion, that more co~operation betreen the suthorities, an. the 

parents of the chiliren, would in future hel» to lessen the anger of eny repetition of 

such an incident. Aiso that excessive corporal discipline, if practiced, should be 

Aimited, ani tht better un erstaniing wuld extet bet cen the -uvils, ana disci line 

arions if the latter wore English speakinge 

The Jur, wore the follovings- 

Foreman, - Freierick vieite Mokins, 

Hernert George Crov, Filliam Lewis Taylor, 

Otto Elbil Vianecge, artiur Godwin, arthur Yesley Dobson. 

The N.C.O. if HeJ.Jennings, Constable, 

Port George Dist.e, BeC.P.P. 1/e Vanverhoof Detachment. 

Prinoe George, B.C. 
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Divis “oF Date 7/1/37 
Distrit’ - Fort George 
Detachment: Vanderhoof Unorganized territorye 

REPORT 

WELLIE, Allen (Indian) Nautley Reserve, Fort Fraser, Be Ce. 
MICHEL, JOHNNY " Uncha Lake, Be Ce 
JUSTIN, MAURICE " Unoha Lake, BeCe 
PAUL, ANDREW be Stony Creek Reserve, BeCe 

INQUIRY INTO THE DEATH of. 

On January 2, 1937, I received a nhone call at 805 Peme from Fakher 
Patrick MoGrath, Prineipel of the Indian Residential School, Lejac, BeCe 
to the effect that four Indian hoys hed been found deed on ser Lake 
near the Neutley Ilnvian Reservation. I instructed Fether McGrath to 
notify the Corouer Dre AeCePit's et Frosor Loke De Ce 

I immediately procvecded to Nautley Reserve, where I was uel by Coroner 
Pittse We wers guided on to the lake to where the bodies were lyinge 

The bodies were examined by the Coroner and wyself, ani it was found 
that they had died of treczinge There woo no mirrs of violence found on 
any of the bodies. ih bodies were then taken to the Nautley Reserve and 
kept there until Mordsy nuery 4, 1936 

Witnesses were warned to annoar at the Gev't Off'oo Fort IPraser on 
Jenuary 4, 1937, where en incoest war to be helt. 

Om Monday, January tne 4th, 1937, © jury wes sumuonede The Jury having 
been duly sworn proceeded to view the hoodies. 

Witnesses calied:- 

Jean Vonze duly sworn stated: JI ema Pricst residing 
at the Residentias School at Icjeec, BeCe I am in charge of the Indian 
boys eat the school in the afternoon one week and the wornings the next 
weeke I was on duty January lst, 1937, in the afteinoon.e It was at 4 pm 
on January let that I lest saw the four boys slivee. They were not 
dressed for going outside. ‘ney apparently left the school shortly after 
4030 peme for they heve lunch at thet time, they were not seen afterwards. 
They should have reported back to mee They Left without permission. They 
were dressed just to »e in the olay ‘all, thoy could not heave obtained 
any more of weir elothes without me seeing thou as 6 cy were in the play 
hell and [ was there all the time. I heave b on in cherge of the boys for 
ab ut tiree watus, ane t t 4 * trouble wit! wile The boys 
wer. mis.ed by Sister Superior of the dinin: Toom at 8 om and I under- 

stance she reported to Hishop Coudert win wan in ohnevge during Father 
MoGrath's absenvee I was told tint they wem scing at %30 pm 
I 414 nct do oenyihine sa aot Yoeponsinic. ‘oth m3 was done unti} 
the next morning. There were quite s lot of visitors on Jenuery lst 
and it was thorcht tict they > a % th soue of theme Fatlier 
McGrath toid wre Gorcorsn to go to Nautiey Heserve to ->t the boys with 
the cer next mcrning about 1 o'ciock January 2, 1957. The boys could 
go to the barns, and around the grounds also to the visitors parlour 
without perm.ssion, so it is impossible for us to see them at all times. 

Father Patrick MoGrath, duly sworn stated: I am Acting Principal of the 
Indian Residential school at Lejac,BeC. On January lst, 1957, I was at 
Stellaquo Reserve and di: not return to the school untii 5 pm that 
evening, but it was not until 9615 pm that I heard that the four boys 

were missinge 
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T had to watch them closely to prevent them from 
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Continuedt= Page 3. 
Re. WILLIE, Allen (Indian) Nautley Reserve, Port Fraser, B.C. 

thy MICHEL, Johnny *® Uncha Lake, 5.C. 
JUSTIN, Maurice * Uncha Lake, B.C. 
AUL drew g 5 eek Reserve, B.C. _— 

Indian Reserve. I heard about the four boys missing on January 2nc 1937, about 4 PM. 
I was asked by Father McUra‘h to go out and s arch for them. ierre William and 
Francois Joe went along the C.N.R. tracks, and Justin Maurice's boy and myself went 
on the North shore of Fraser Laxe, then crossed the ice to the South shore. We 
found the tr cks of the four boys, just East of the soint at Enc ombe, an. ve followed 
them East and e found the boys, about 5-30 PM. Three of the boys -ere lyin, to- 
ether, and one about seventy-five feet a ay. They wore lying fuce iJownsards. The 

tracks were going straight, and did not »antee around. They were going straight to 
the Nautley Village, until they came to the o en water, at the Ne utley River, then 
they turned South tovarus the South shore. The boiies were about sev n miles from 
the school, half 4 mile from the Nautley Reserve and about « quorter of « mile from 
the South shore. I followed the tracks for about three miles before I found the 
bodies, the tracks showed they w re pretty tired. After I fin: the bodies, I »ent to 

Nautley and Chief Maxine George phoned the police. It took mo about three quarters 
of an hour to travel three wiles. 

Constable Jennings, duly s»orn stateds- On Saturday, January 2nd, 1937, I received a 
hone call from the Indian Residential School at Lejac, B.C. at 8-05 PM to the ffect 

thet four bodies of the missing boys had been found. I proceeded to the scene with the Coroner. The bocies were out on the ice of Fraser Lake about three quurtors of a mile from the Nautley Reserve. The bouies were those of ¢ ur young boys about the 
age of ei ht years, three bodies re lying sogether. One on is back and one dying 
face down over his abdomen the other a fe feet a ay face down ards in the snow. 
The fourth was about trenty-five yards from the three dying fuce downsards. They were Gressed in un.erwear, blue overall pants and cenim shirts, no hats, heavy woollen socks and low rubbers. One boy hai lost one sock ani rubber. ihere the 
three bodies were lying the snow © ss packed for a ra.ius of ten feet, the one that 
as a short uistance a ay had pecked the snow very little. The bouies were examined by the Coroner and myself, and they wre then taken to Nautley Reserve. The iistance they had travelled would take them at least six hours. They did not appear to have 

fallen into the water as the clothings »as not frozen. It is wy opinion thet they died on J.nuary lst, 1937. 

CTi- It is the opinion of this Jury, that the deaths of the four boys, Viz. Allen Willie, Johnny Michel, Maurice Justin and Andrew Paul, occured on the East end of 
Fraser Lake on the ni ht of January ist., 1937, anu that death was due to exhaustion 
and consequent freesing. 

We, the Jury, feel that such circumstances was unavoidable in view of the evidence of this case. We, feel however, that more definite section by the school authorities might, or should have been taken the ni ht uwoon which the Gisapoearunce took place. 
Further, it is our opinion, that more co-operation between the authorities, an. the 
parents of the chiluren, would in future hel» to lessen the anger of any repetition of such an incident. Also that excessive corporal discipline, if practiced, shoulda be 
Limited, ani that better unierstanding would exist between the upils, and discipline 
arians if the latter were English Speaking. 

The Jury were the followings- 

Foreman, ~ Frederick Waite Makins, 

Hernert George Crow, William Lewis Taylor, 

Otto Elbil Vinnedge, arthur Godwin, arthur Wesley Dobson. 

The N.C.0. tfc H.J. Jennings, Constable, Fort George Dist., B.C.P.P. i/e Vancerhoof Detachment. 
Prince George, B.C. 
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Please refer to official 
qth. 

5 File Yoe © -i-1-23 regarding the co) ft 414 

wing the death of a pup 1 

in this connec 
e that since the death of the 

four boys who were found 
has not been 

possible for me to hold this 

some of my 

advisable to go 

disease there would be overe 

my attention at the earliest possible date. 

your obedient ser vant, 

ReHesoore, 

Indian Agent. 

PULD/ ate 

yhe Secretary, 

Department of indian Affairs, 

ottawa, ONnte 
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CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED 

FULL-RATE MESSAGE | 

Day LETTER 
x 

NIGHT MESSAGE 4 

NIGHT LETTER -_ 

PATRONS SHOULD MARK AN X OPPO” 

PE THE CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED 

OTHERWISE THE MESSAGE 

WILL BE TRANSMIT TED AS 
TELEGRAM 

Cable Service 

to all the World 

Money Transferred 

by Telegraph 

Dp. E. GALLOWAY, Assist 

: 

  

        
RECEIVER'S NO 

TIME FILED 

        
Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereo {, which are hereby agreed to 

Ottawa, Janucry 18th 1937. 

M R.H.Moore 

W ff 
0 . 

Library and Archives Car In 
www. collectionscanada. aes Hpibieieque et Archives Canada 

IF STENOGRAPHIC REPORT OF EVIDENCE OF 

DEATH OF FOUR 

Indian Agent 
Vandernoof, 3.C- 

INQUEST INTO 

BOYS LEJAC SCHOOL AVAILABLE 

FORWARD COPY TO DEPARTMENT 

Harold W McGill 
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. Re 
(69-_F5 

} ; Vanderhoof, o*Gs, Jamuary 1lth. 19376 

Further to my report of January the 6th. inst. regarding 

the four boys who were frozen to death on braser ueake after 

having taken French leave from the pe jac indian Kesidential 

School... i wish to advise that 1 have just been informed 

by the School authorities that the mackinaw coats and other 

heavy outer garments were found on #raser Lake a few days agoe 

it woald appear now as if the boys were wearing their reguler 

winter clothes , overcoats and caps when they ran away but 

found travelling over the ice rather warm work with their coats 

on and took them off and threw them on the ice, continuing 

without theme 

Sir‘- 

t deem it advisable to send this information now as some 

of the stories in the press were rather exaggerated and seem to 

emphasise the fact that the boys were inadequately clad. 

Your obedient servant, 

’ 
LetteMOorc, 

FUL / tbe indian Agente 

F 

the Seeretary, 
Department of indian Affairs, 
Ottawa, Onte 
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=NO. 23 as 

b 4) ray (KS 

SChu. . fER 
BOYS DEATH 

C 

Finds Circumstances 

Of Death Were | 
Unavoidable. | 

BODIES IN SNOW 

By Canadian Press.) 
VANDERHOOF, Jan. 5.-Recom 

mendation that “excessive corporal | 

discipline if practiced” at the Indian | 

school at Lejac, B. C., should be) 

limited, was written today into the | 

findings of a coroner's jury which 

investigated the deaths of four In- 

fiian boys during a trek from the 

achool to the Nautley reservation 
The jury, sitting at Nautley last |B 

ni¥ht, found that the boys died in 

the slush-ice over Fraser Lake on 

the night of January 1 from ex- 

haustion and freezing. They found 

that “such circumstances was un 

avoidable, in view of the evidence 

in this case 

00-OPERATION NEEDED 

The verdict continued 

We feel, however, that more 

definite action by school authori- 

tles might, or should have el 

taken the night upon which the / 

disappearance (of the boys from > 

the school) took place. Further, it 
ig our opinion that more co-opera- 

tlon between the authorities and 
the parents of the pupils in the/ 
futerre would lessen the danger of 
any repetition of such an incident. 

“We feel that excessive corporal 
discipline if practiced should be 

limited and that better understand 
ing would exist between pupils and 
disciplinarians if the latter were 
English-speaking.” 

HUDDLED TOGETHER 

The boys, all under ten years old, 
were found huddled together on 

the ice Saturday night 
They were lightly clad for the 

bitterly cold trek they undertook 
al) were without caps, and one had 
only one shoe 

Fraser Lake is twenty miles east 
of Vanderhoof, and fifty miles west 

of Prince George 

Indian Office 
Seeks Information 
VICTORIA, Jan. 5.—(CP) — The 

Indian office here today wired au- 
thorities at Vanderhoof for full par 
ticulars concerning the deaths of 
four Indian children whose bodies 
Were found frozen to the ice of 
Fraser Lake Saturday night 

The order was sent following re- 
ports from Vanderhoof, approxi- 
mately thirty miles from Prince 
George, B. C., that a coroner's jury had returned a verdict recommend 
Ing that “excessive cor poral disci 
pline if practiced” be curtailed at 
the Lejac Indian School, from 
which the boys ran away on New 
Year's Day. 

DEATH “UNAVOIDABLE.” 
The four left the school and 

tarted out for the Nautley Indian 
reservation, reaching within a mile 
of the reserve before dropping from 
cold and exhaustion. The coroner's 
jury found that death was “unavoid 

q able in view of the intense cold jand the light clothes the boys were j Wearing when they left the school 

OTTAWA 8, TOO. 

OTTAWA, Jan. 5.— (CP) — om. 
cials of the Indian affairs branch 
are awaiting a report on the death 
of four Indian boys from the Indian 
schoo! at Lejac, B.C. As yer the 
officials have no informatic on the 
matter, but a full report has been 
ordered from the local aut) rities 
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| PANDIAN CHIEF MISSING. 
Bo alg Ont., Jan. 10 (CP), 

lead e Petwayash, 60-year-old 
ef Hi of the Stanjakoming Indian 
“ 7 , was feared dead tonight, after 

les ng missing a week from his 
| home on the reserve near here. Pet- 
wayash's snowshoes were found a 
mile r B pH his cabin as police began 

, Coroner’s Jury Brings in, 

Verdict on Deaths of Four | 

Boys at Fraser Lake, B.C. 
Canadian Press 5 

Vanderhoof, Jan. 5—Recommenda- | 

tion that “excessive corporal discip- | 

| ine, if practiced, at the Indian school 

hod Lejac, B.C., should be limited, was 

| written today into the findings of the 

| eoroner’s jury which investigated the 

| deaths of four Indian boys during & 

, trek from the school to the Nautley 

Reservation. 

‘The fury, sitting at Nautley yester- 

day evening, found the boys died in 

the slush ice over Praser Lake on the 

night of January 1 from exhaustion 

and freezing. They found that “such 

circumstance was unavoidable in view 

of the evidence in this case.” 

CO-OPERATION URGED 

‘The verdict continued: 
s <itimeneine 

“we feel, however, that more de- INDIANS FEL 

finite action by school authorities 
BRANTF 

might or should have been tiken the 
sage of cementite 11.—Mes- 

night upon which the disappearance 
has been sent to King ane loyalty 

of the boys from the school took and Queen Elizabeth A feorge vi 

place. Purther, it is our opinion that Governor General of pephti the 

more co-operation between the auth- 
the Indians of th anada by 

orities and the parents of the pupils reserve hi e@ Six Nations 

in the future would leseen the danger 
ere. \ 

of any repetition of such an incident. 

“we feel that excessive corporal 

discipline, if practiced, should be 

jIimhited and that better understanding | 

would exist between pupils and dis- 

ciplinarians if the latter were English- 

speaking.” 

The boys, all under ten years old, 

were found huddled together on the 

ice Saturday night. 

‘They were lightly clad for the bit- 

terly cold trék they undertook. Ali 

were without caps and one had only 

one shoe. 

Praser Lake is twenty miles enst of 

Vanderhoot and fifty miles west of 

Prince George.   
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CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED 

FULL-RATE MESSAGE | 

Day LETTER 

NIGHT MESSAY 

NIGHT LETT 

D. E. GALLOWAY, Assistant Vice-President, Toronto, Ont. 

Form 6102 

t 

WESTERN UNION 
;RAPH CO. 

Cable Service 

to all the World 

Money Transferred 

by Telegraph 

          TIME FILEO 

          d to 
  

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agree 

Ottawa, Jan. 

R. H. Moore 

Indian Agent 

Vanderhoof, 3.C. 

WAS STENOGRAPHIC VERBATIM REPORT OF IN 

j 9) WAS 

oad 

N EVIDENCE TAKEN WIRE REPLY 

19, 1937. 

QUEST 

Harold We. mMeGill 

Charge I.A-e 
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January 15, 193%. 

His ixoellency 

The Governor:Oenerel in Councile 

The wunderairne@ bose the 
honueur to Pecemmert treet 

b@ Sppoinecd & COMMmisaioner under Part [I er the 
imquivics Act to investicate and ix pore the Elz 
eumstancoas in counsetion with the truancy from the 
Le Jao Reaidential School, im the Stuart Lake 
Indien Agenoy, in the Proving: of British Columbis 
of four Lladian boys, and their deava due to exhaaat- 
ton and freezing, on or about the Int of Januery, 
1957, and to recommend further that the Commissioner 
be paid the sum of twentyefive dolinre per day for 
avery day actually enaaged in the verfornsnos of his 
duties and labour as such Commissioner, together with, 
when travelling, his setual travelling expenses, and 
ten dollars per day for siustenusce allowanoe, and 
that be be authorised to engage the servicer of a 
stenographer in British Columbia to take down and 
transcribe the evidence ani ta act aa alerke 

Minister of Mines and hes urces. 
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Jonuary ifth. 1927. 

MEMORANDUM 

Deputy Minister - 

Referring to the unfortunete occurrence 
at the Lejae Indian Residential School, “ritish 
Columbia, I enclose herewith for your consider: tion 
co ies of revorts from tne Indian agent anc the 

Coroners 

I would recommend that the Judge of the 

County Court be appointed a Commissioner under 
Part II of the Inquiries Aet to investigate and 
report on the circumstances im connection with the 
truancy from the Lejac Residential fichool of 
four Indian boys and their death due to exhaustion 
and consequent freezing. 

Director of Inciun Affairs. 
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S-2=314, 

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS OFFICE OF 
CANADA y INDIAN AGENT 

Vanderhoof, oe, Jamuary Cth. 1937. 

Sir:- 
i sent you the following night lettergram on vanuary 5th. 

instante 

"Four boys from sejac Schoot ran away and got frozen to death 
on rraser wakes Stop. inquest held yesterday when accidental verdict 
brought in by vury, no blame attached to anyone. Stop. sull report 
following." 

Which 4 now beg to confirm. 

un Sunday last, dJanuary 3rd., at 12:90 vite the Local rrovincial 
rolice caiied at my house to inform me that an inquest would be held 
the foilowing day at vort Fraser to enquire into the death of four 
boys from the uejac Residential School who were found frozen to death 
On sraser wake the previous day. As that was the first that 1. had 
heard of the sad affair i asked for particulars, and the Constable 
told me @il he knew about the finding of the bodies the night before, 
the rest would have to wait until the inquest. 

she following morning , vanuary 4th. 1 left for wort wraser by 
auto in 10 degrees below zero with a blizzard blowing and attended 
the inquest which commenced at 10 Asie and did not conclude until 
5 ©elle when the verdict given Later in this report was brought in 
by the durye uwing to drifted roads i: did not arrive home again 
that night until 10 o'clock, taking almost four hours to go twenty- 
six miles, consequentiy it was too tate to wire the Department then 
as both welegraph uffices close at 6 Felie so that is why my wire did 
not leave until the 5th. instant. 

i am going to start at the beginnins and try to trace the matter 
right through from the time the boys were last scen at the School on 
vanuary ist. 

whe names of the four boys are as follows:- 

#239 - Allen ratrick ag 
woe4 - Andrew H. raul 
7326 - Justa maurice 
#350 = John michel vack 

she parents of the two from iautley i.K. wi were at home and the 
parents of the boy from irancois Leke were visiting relatives on the 
nautley keserve, while the boy from Uheslatta was a relative of the 
boy from rrancois Lake. she School that day was in charge of bishop 
Coudert owing to the fact that the Acting rrincipal was holding 
Services with the indians at Stellaquo 1.k. and did not get back to 
the School until 4-30 cese “hese four boys asked permission to 
visit their relatives that morning but were refused by the bishop 
owing to the fact that they were too young to be allowed to leave the School alone. At 4 retie that day these boys were with the other 
children when they were ali given their usual afternoon lunch, 
returning to the recreation hail afterwards. At 6 x.iie when the 
children went to Supper they were missing and the Sister Superior reported so to the vishop, « although the Acting rrincipal was then 
back at the School , who did not advise Hather ucGrath until that 
night at 9-15. As soon as the matter was reported to him he made 

enquiries 
the Secretary, 
Department of indian Affairs, 
uttawa, unt. 
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-2- Continued:- 

whe Secretary, 

Department of indian Affairs, 

ut Cave pat ° 

enguiries as to their names and other particulars and hearing that they 

had asked for permission to ¢0 home earlier in the day, and been refused, 

immediateiy assumed that they had gone away and expressed the opinion 

then that as it was so late and 4 holiday that he would not send for 

them that night but allow them to stay with their friends and he would 

get them next days vuwing to the train being late next morning it was 

not possible to send for the boys until between 12 and 1 o'ciock noone 

shey were not with their friends and then 4 search party was organised 

and at 5 Keiie their podies were found on the lake ess then half a mile 

from shore and safety. 

it appeared as if they took wrench leave immediately following the 

afternoon lunch and were not missed by the disciplinerian in charge 

until the children went for supper. ghey were lightly clad for indoor 

recreation and as it was about 20 degrees below zero that night, and the 

listance they had to walk eight miles across the lake with six inches of 

snow on the ice you can understand that they would probably be dead on 

the night of the ist. between 1U reM. and midnight. 

whe foregoing is as complete a story as 1 can give you from the 

evidence brought out at the inquest, 50 far as the tragedy is concerned, 

However there are other points which were brought out end have to do 

with the discipilinarians which i aia not Know before. it seems that last 

September »ishop sunoz took it upon himseif to appoint two young priests 

from #rance, wno had recentiy arrived in this country, 28s disciplinarians 

at the School, contrary i understand to the wishes of the Acting 

rrincipal. shese young men, while charming fellows, could not speak a 

word of English and knew absolutely ndghing about handling indian 

children, the resuLt being that we have had a Lot of truancy during the 

past three months, and i personally on’ one or two occasions suggested 

to the Acting vwrincipal that he get rid of these rriests and appoint 

some one who knew something about the job, otherwise truanc would go 

from bad to worse. 1 took it that yather wcGrath agreec with me end the 

change would be made, but 1 did not know that he could not make the 

change himseif until he was under oath as 2 witness at the Inquest. 

Consequently, 1 took immediate action and requested vather scGrath 

officially to chamge the disciplinarians immedicteiy ond reappoint one 

of those men vho has been a disciplinarian at that School for the past 

5 or 6 years. AS soon as the roads are open for travel again in a few 

days i am going up to the School to see that the change has been made « 

if you will please refer to ur. pyheasan he will teit you that when he 

visited this Agency two yeurs &go 1 expressed my views to him on the 

importance of disciplinarians, with whieh he fully agreed and even wrote 

to the srincipal at that time making these same suggestions which the 

vrincipal agreed to and acted on. 

in closing allow me to maxe the following recommendation. ‘ihe 

School Authorities to be instructed to appoint disciplinerians other 

than «riests, who understand and can speak the English language well, 

this to take effect right away." 

"{ would aiso recommend that the Church Authorities be given to 

understand that the rrincipal must be given full charge and not be 

interfered with by his superiors, insofar as the management of the School 

is concerned, otherwise inefficiency is the result." 

i em attaching hereto a copy of the ufficial Voroner's Jury verdict, 

as well as a copy of a letter from wr. sitts, ait of which 1 trust you 

will find self explanatory. i trust 4 have covered the whole matter 

sufficientiy in detail in this report, although i could add that i om 

not satisified that having rriests using the School as a Headquarters 

is good business, ami 1 feel should be discouraged. 

your obedient servant, 

NeHello ore y 
indian Agente 
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/63-' 

F sof |i) apport ON RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL GRADUATE 

bv LEJAC 
/ eeteedoccceecococoeeccese§ EMMian Residential School 

#537 
May 31st, 19.cecececees 

MI . Moore 
TO ethics Ob beter ieetels 

Indian Agent, 

Vanderhoof, 3.C. 
eoseeebbinesesctoserooes 

I desire to inform vou that the under-mentioned pupil will 

‘ , 4 ent. 1957 
be discharged From this Schocl on cesersecrteveceecesscesecccevceves 

Name of Pupil & register nuthber sone shi4h SOLU 240 ssc eenecseee 

Age on DischArg@é eoenorchheccnn ee ssrr barca di Bobb eb ONS ebboveeroeenere 

Number of years in sdhrsl  .cEM9 NEAR eg nndercesreceverrocceriecoeose 

Trade or industry learned cece syerse GILAD eo nen: 

General remarks of Principal re above pupil 

coo MGR MbLLing . ut not Gh eNeL Ek s oon: ‘ nerescescesees 

eoeereereeteesereeree 

Reserve to which pupil is being sent ; oan sneer ereeeecene 

Principal. 

  

  

REPORT OF INDIAN AGENT regarding life of above pupil 
nee date of discharge. 

Returned in a sick state e ay y ge worse 
Sab 00 Binet Tape, cancer oe ee EST. BO ee 

at Liard “ost, was under care of.the 8.C,. Mission there but 
End of Second Year o-+-eayuyr Noveinber ‘1, thr ome ceo tet ee cones 

End of Third Year eosorersesnerccnrarnannaeenecasecance 

End of Fourth Year csonsecorsene 

End 
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

CANADA 

R REPLY REFER TO 
COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE 

46/48340 
P. ©, BOX 666 

marge victoria, a.c., L5th March, 1957......... 

Dear Sir:- 

With reference to your telegraphic 

instructions covering an investigation into the 

tragedy at Le Jac Indian Residential Sehool on 

New Year's Day, I beg to inform you that the 

evidence taken at the inquiry is now being 

prepared and with a covering report will be 

submitted within the next few days. 

Yours faithfully, 

D. M. MacKay. / 
Indian Commissioner for B. C. 

DM/HN 

pr. H. W. McGill, 
Director, Indian Affairs Branch, 

Dept. of Mines and Resources, 

OTTAWA, ONT. 
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) 
/ 

Sts OF SERVICE 4 ‘ TELEGRAPH, CABLE 

AND RADIO 

DAY MESSAGES 
a 

DAY LETTERS 
" 

CONNECTIONS 

NIGHT MESSAGES 

” terran g RADIOTELEGRA 

ADMINISTERED By DIRECTOR OF SIGNALS —OTTAWA 

TO ALL PARTS OF 

THE WORLD 

CHECK   

SENT TO SENT BY REC'D BY | TIME SENT | TIME FILED 

aa 
  

SEND THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE SUBJECT TO THE TERMS ON THE BACK HEREOF — 

February 17, 1937-6 
—_—_——_-Hejorts He-Meekay;tadian Comal. sioner, 

  

  

Director of poten Affaire Sranthe 
  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

D. Sigs C.F. 4 
1M pads of 100--6-33 (6534) 

EL. 82-205 
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TELEGRAM 

&  — Department of the Interior 
OTTAWA February 17th, 19376 

NIGHT LETTERGRAM. 

Major DeMe Mackay 

Understand there is local feeling over tragedy 

Years day STOP Please 

whereby four Indian boys perished at Lejae School New 

investigate fully as soon 4s possiblee 

H.We MoGILL, 

Director of I dian Affairs Branche 

Text of message furnished by Minister's office. 

ian Mfaive . . - 
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Dear Sir: 

The Department is in receipt of 

your letter of the 18th instant, enclosing copy 

of evidence taken at the Coroner's inquest into 

the death by freezing of the four boys from the 

Lejac Indian Residential School. 

Yours truly, 

R, A. Hoe 
Supt. of Welfare K’ training. 

R. H. Moore, Eaq., 
Indian Agent 

Vandernoof, B.C. 
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/63-/°25 iii = 

Sirs- 
As instructed by the Deputy Superintendent General in his 

day lettergram of even date I beg to attach hereto a copy of the 
evidence brought out at the Coroner's inquest into the deaths of 
the four boys from the Lejac Indian Residential school, by freezing. 
No stenographic report was taken but all the evidence was written 
gown in long hand by the Coroner and submitted to the ‘rovinctiar 
Constable; consequently I had to have copies made from his report 
&s that was all that was available. Trusting that this is 
satisfactory for your requirements. Copy of the evidence is 
also Seing forwarded to the Indian Commissioner und the Inspector 
of Indian Agencies to complete their files on the matter as 
copies of all my other reports wera sent to them too. 

four obedient servant, 

ReHeMoore, 
RHM/L. Indian Agent. 

The Secretary, 
Depértment of Indian affairs, 
Ottswa, Ont. 

Enclosure. 
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CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

| 
Mefnbrandum of an inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death of 

fi Zaa Morris Jack , Pupil No. 427... 
ey _ 
  

of the Lejac Indian Residential School at... L@J805..BeGn. 

who died at . Lejae I. R. Seshool (place) on... February 16th. ...1947. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the 

Indian Agent at once. 

On receipt of the Principal’s notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry, 

consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical 

Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other’s 

presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of 

Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy. 

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil’s 

death. 

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be 

permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked 

if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be 

attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after 

the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it. 

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac- 

ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him. 

A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal 

Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind 

might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for 

this duty, on the Agent’s recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach 

the Department through the Indian Agent's office. 

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including 

an inquest, which may be required by law 

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state- 

ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum. 

Form No. 414. 

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6446, file 881-23, part 1) 

PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
AKCHIVES PUBLIQUES 

CANADA   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
werw.collectionscanada.go.ca



A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL 

SCHOOL 

/. rs 
A / “ . 6 - 

1. On what date did this pupil fall sick or sefber—iery ? Lb A ve fev P Teh: (s ‘ 

2. At what time of day? 6 30 A aa 
s : 

3. When and to whom did he or she report this illness or accident? Aah inditeon 

) d _ 
y - 97) 

4. What means were taken to afford relief? ya } & meet , i aug, [ev 

5. What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity? 

Q funn - § Gla 
4 a 

When was the doctor called? Andeg t 3 IC “o- mM . 

7. If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans- 

port? 

If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the 

school? lbndur hunnnreto (Pak evr aufe ning fo A fo dh dt 

Add any other useful information here. 

r 

ry ken ehswnce of duichtdeng adrmt / YU Aen Ses elony svg dé 

fice aul A Coma wt awh uk § [s A” “th . boa. 

BA Ah of Hoel, . 

ke Nm k danferin.,.Lancf 
Principal. 

Nore: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of 

the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinical report of the patient’s 

illness and death in the hospitai is to be secured and attached to this memorandum. 
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I attended 

- The immediate cause of death was 

The contributory cause of death was 

Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer- 

cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil? yey. 

Did they follow out your professional instructions? 

If in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express 

your carefully considered views as follows: 

pa 
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT 

1. Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you 

consider that all essential circumstances relating to the death of..... 

Zar. Morris..Jack... 

have been recorded?..... Y@8. Tf not, you are required to add here any further particulars 

which strike you as essential. 

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to 

the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School. 

ted. I feel 

Chairman—Indian Agent. 
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[CORONER.] 

THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Information of Witnesses. 

PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

CANADA: 

County of ¢ Geribee. 

o re Raith Kidd, Huree. 

INFORMATIONS of witnesses severally taken and acknowledged on behalf of our Sovereign 

Lord the King, touching the death of © AA MORRIS JACK 

at Lejac, Be Se , in the Prewinee of British Columbia 

in the County of Cariboo , on the 16th day 

of February , in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and forty seven, 

before me, Stanley FP. Findley , one of His 

Majesty’s Coroners for the said County, on an Inquisition then and there taken on view of the body 

of the said Zoe Norrie Jack , then and there lying dead, as 

follows, to wit: 

ure Raith Kidd, Huree, for the Indian Residential sohool 

, in the said County 

uy @ ‘The deeased Indian 

my Wyeth saturday afternoon, Feb. 
aetmene of the 1 gee oe 

the Infirmary. 
pe wae » pulse 

owes’ condition was one. A. at 10 Mio ant seem at about 

nday and to thie * T noticed hing unuses) « + hie cone 

7195 au am the 16th, I went to the door of the boy's 

he deceased. At thie time 

eonscious. At about 7:40 AM, 

towel novencnte wee pedeolothes, wore bat]? the lothes were y 

ieee 
f this meee" s oat iy LF 

le; out of the edge of the bed, 
a ohair, pulle 

ne oair to the bat 
ohanged his —— 

ebirt, while hie bed was 
inte see if s 

eould help, and stayed with the ny my Tn 

wlant, for the patient. At about 
a en 

hand on the pulee, 

4 Sieter Michaella 
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[CORONER.] 

THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Information of Witnesses. 

CANADA: 

PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

County of « Garideo. 

To Wit: « Sister Miemella, Superior. 

INFORMATIONS of witnesses severally taken and acknowledged on behalf of our Sovereign 

Lord the King, touching the death of = Zea Morrie Jack 

at Lejae, Be Ge ,inthe Prowinee of British Columbia 

in the County of Cariboo , on the 16th, day 

of February , in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and forty seven 

before me, Stanley P. Findlay , one of His 

Majesty’s Coroners for the said County, on an Inquisition then and there taken on view of the body 

of the said Zea Morris Jack , then and there lying dead, as 

follows, to wit: 

Sister Michaella, Superior, 

Lejao Indian Residential Sceheol, 

of the Vallage of Lejae, , in the said County 

of Cariboo , being sworn, saith, 

16th/47, the deceased Indian boy, reporedd to me 
an aspirin tablet to him, and sent him 

1 with the Influensa. I took his tenp. 

eoemed similar the other efelme children al 

the Indian boy over to the Infirmary, and 

At about 6 AM, Sunday morning, Feb. the 16th, 

wuree had mot come to breakfast. 1 

to the deceased boy. I helped the nurse 

Pather Callaly, and next called Dr. Findley. This tine was 

Aritdishuall, ab 
we 2M 1045-8908 
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[CORONER.] 

THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Information of Witnesses. 

PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

CANADA: } 

County of « Cariboo. 

To Wit: « Father John Callaly. 

INFORMATIONS of witnesses severally taken and acknowledged on behalf of our Sovereign 

Lord the King, touching the death of Zea Morrie Jack 

at Lejae, B. Ce ,inthe Provimee of British Columbia 

in the County of Cariboo , on the 16th, day 

of February , in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and forty seven, 

before me, Stanley P. Findlay , one of His 

Majesty’s Coroners for the said County, on an Inquisition then and there taken on view of the body 

of the said Zee Morrie Jack , then and there lying dead, as 

follows, to wit: 

Father John Callaly, 

Lejac Indian Reeidential School 

Lejae, 

Cariboo ing 4 ; = I was called at about 

$106 AM, Feb. the 16th/47, to adminii cing SNoTta SED of the Catholie Church to 

the deceased Indian Boy. I noticed on arrival that the boy was very low, and 

after (5) minutes administering the Saoraments I felt for the boys pulee beat, 

but could not ‘eel any pulse beat. I next opened one of the boy's eyes, and saw that 

the pupil did not move to light, and that if was fixed. All this time he lay 

perfectly still, and did not make any noise but just inte « stupor, and died. 

The nurse stated that the boy had died while I was administering the sacraments. 

Dr. Findley arrived at 6:30, and on listening for the heart beat, and finding the 

heart had ceased, pronounedd the boy dead. 

, in the said County 

Ww 2M 1045-8908 
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“CORONERS ACT.” 
(Sec. 7, Subsecs. (2) and (3).) 

(Coroner’s Report Form of Inquiry.) 

...» B.C. 

1 19.47, 

Report of INQUIRY as to Cause of Death of 

Age.(13). Sex... Male BirthplaceChealatta Lake Resery@ate of death.Feb. 16th/47. 
Nationality... Canadfan 00000000... Race. Imdfem = 
Remarks .=.Thig._Indian bey a pupil of the Lejae Indian Residential -Sahool,.took 
sick at the school, on Saturday morning, Feb. the i5th/47, and reported to Sister 
Michaella, Superior, at sbout 6130. AM. She gave the boy an aspirin for his headache, 
which was his chief complaint, and send him back to his bed. The same afternoon the 
diseased wis moved from hia bed to the boy's infirmary, to the care of the school 
Nurse, Mra Edith Kidd, at which time his temp. was.101', and his peneral condition 
waa satisfactory. The nurse saw the bey at about 2 AM, Sunday morning, and he 
Where found and. died betwean S:08 & S110" Ais at Lajas Renidentis? Saiest ons ycomagtions * 

+. 2 

Found by «..The Schoolenurse, Mrs. Edith Kidd. 

Post-mortem findings _.«. No Post-Metkem was done. 

Wounds, etc. .-.No..wounds on body. — 

Address of deceased... Chealatta Lake Indian Reserve. _ 

Address of next of kin 

Opinion of Coroner_« I believe this Indian boy suffered from Intestinal Influenza, 
Spkplicated with Toxemie, and Marked Prostration, and wae in a oritical gondition 
when found by the nurse st 6:55 AM, Feb. the 18th, The sitting of the patient out of 
bed te change his night cloths, and also to ahange the soiled bedding added a further 
sheek to the patient already in a state of collapse, and precipitated his death, as 
atated above between the time of 6:05, & 8:10 AM 

: benley P. Fi Note.—Depositions or statements of witnesses (if any) to be attached 
we 3M-845-5666 
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Lejac Indian Residential School 
Under Direction of The Oblate Fathers 

Lejac, B.C. 

February 20th., 1947, 

Statement of Mrs. E. Kidd, School Nurse, re the death of 
Zaa Morris Jack, Sunday February 16th., 1947. 

i 

This boy was brought to the infirmary from the dormitory on 
Saturday afternoon around 4 p.m., apparently suffering from 
intestinal influenza, with the same symptoms as several other 
children who were sick at that time. His p.m. temperature was 
101. 

At 10 p.m. Saturday, and at 2 a.m. Sunday, I saw the boy 
end foufd nothing abnormal in his condition; he was apparently 
in the same condition as the other children in the infirmary. 
About 7.55 a,m. I found that he had soiled his bed and made 
arrangements to change the bed and his clothing. At 7.40 he 
was able to sit up and swing his legs over the side of the bed. 
He was moved to the bathroom, and then a sudden change took 
place in his condition, and an attept was made to give him a 
stimulant, which he was unable to swallow. He was lifted back 
into bed in an apparently unconscious condition about 8 a,m, 

The acting principal, Father Callaly was called at 8,05 
at which time the boy still was living. The doctor was called 
about 8.15 a.m. by Sister Superiér. During this time respiration 
and the pulse was no longer discernible. Dr. Findlay arrived at 
8.50 a.m. and pronounced the boy dead. 

This patient had exactly the same symptoms as had about 20 
of the other pupils who were sick at the same time, viz, headache, 
pains in the abdomen and diarrhoea; and it was not until about 
an hour before death that any alarm was felt for him 

It is my opinion that all reasonable care was taken of this 
patient, and that everything possible was done for him, 

eatin edit &. Vuld 

Mrs, E. Kidd, 
School Matron, 
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CE OF THE PLEASE Quort 
IAN AGENT CANADA -2-7 FILA 

DEPARTMENT 
OF 

MINES AND KESOUKCES 

INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH Stuart Lake Agency P 

Vanderhoof, B.C., 
february 24th, 1947. 

Department of Mines & Kesources, 4+ndian Affairs Branen, 
OTTAWA, Ontario. 

if regret to report the sudden 
death of Zar Morris Jack, pupil No. 427 , which occ- 
urred at the Lejac Indian hesidential School, February 
16th last. In accordance with the Department's regula- 
tions, an\ inquiry was held into the cause of deatn. In 
this connection, 1 am enclosing herewith, the following 
documents:- 

1. Completed Form No. 414, memorandum Inquiring into 
Cause of Deatn. 

Copy of Coroner's Report form of Inquiry, together 
with copies of information of Witnesses. 

Statement of irs. E. Kidd, Lejac School Matron. 

The death of this pupil was very 
sudden, and unexpected. I feel that under the circun- 
stances, everything possible was done for him and that no 
blame can be attached to the Staff at the School. 

The deceased is the son of Tom 
Jack, No. 9 of the Cheslatta Band. 

f Vite, 
Indiana Agent. 

RH/ jf 
cc: Major D.M. MacKay. 
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163-1-23 (wT 1) 

Ottawa, March 5th, 1947. 

Mr. R. Howe, Tndian Agent, 

Vanderhoof, B.C. 

we have your letter of the 24th alt., 

enclosing memorandum of inquiry into the 

cause and circumstances of the death of 

var “Morris Jack pupil No. 427 of the LeJac 

Residential School. 

It is noted that you feel that under 

the circumstances everything possible was 

done by the school staff. 

Bernard F. Neary 

Supt. of Welfare & Training. 
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death of 

Walter Carlick , Pupil No..... 429...... 

of the Lejac Indian Residential School at 

who died at Lejac (place) on Dec .5th 

INSTRUCTIONS 

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the 

Indian Agent at once. 

On receipt of the Principal’s notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry, 

consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical 

Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other’s 

presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of 

Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy. 

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil's 

death. 

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be 

permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked 

if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be 

attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after 

the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it. 

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac- 

ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him. 

A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal 

Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind 

might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for 

this duty, on the Agent’s recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach 

the Department through the Indian Agent's office. 

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including 

an inquest, which may be required by law 

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state- 

ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum. 

Form No, 414. 
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A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL 

SCHOOL 

. On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer injury? December 4th 1949 

. At what time of day? 4A.M. 

. When and to whom did he or she report this illness or accident?.. Reported..to..ir. 

George,the boys disciplinarian at.4.A.M..and. asked to. stay in bed 
hw the other children aroses\ir.ieorge reported to the Principal 
at 8 A.M 

. What means were taken to afford relief? The nurse gave him immediate attention. 

. What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity? Two. Frosts. #222 
to relieve headache.A stimulant of Anacardon by injection was 
given. 

5. When was the doctor called? 7 Aelie.Dec..5th 

. If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans- 

port? Doctor advised that. pupil.was. too. weak. to..move..to hospital 
thirty eight mbles away. 

. If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the 

school? . Doctor #indlay. was called and.he.called.for Dootor..wooney 
to hold consultation and bring further aids . 

Add any other useful information here. 

His temperature dropped mm to IOO on Sunday evening Dec.4th and 
there seemed no cause for alarm at..that time,..However.on the 
morning of the 5th there was a distinct change for the worse 
and there had been extensive diarrhoea.vhe doct.r was called, 

Principal. 

Nore: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of 

the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinical report of the patient's 

illness and death in the hospitai is to be secured and attached to this memorandum. 
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B. STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED 

THE DECEASED PUPIL 

I attended Walter Carlick from 11:00 AM, Dec. 5th/49, 

to 2:16. FM,. Dec. 6th/49 . The immediate cause of death was 

Fulminating. Toxaemia « 

The contributory cause of death was Epidemic. Diarrhoe®. « 

Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer- 

cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil? Yese 

Did they follow out your professional instructions? Yese 

If in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express 

your carefully considered views as follows: 
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT 

1. Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you 

consider that all essential circumstances relating to the death of 

supil walter Carlick 

have been recorded? Yes If not, you are required to add here any further particulars 

which strike you as essential. 

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School. 

possile was 

him. 

' y, / i “ 

wtfegebd OMA... 
Yhairman—Indian — 

we 
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} SERVICE 

PLEASE QUOTE 

FILE. . 

CANADA ¢ 7 »€ 

DEPARTMEN'r 3 63 
or 

MINES ann RESOURCES Stuart Lake Agency, 
INDIAN AFPAIRS BRANCH Vanderhoof, B, C, rs 

January 9th, 1950 

Indian Affairs Branch, Department of Mines and Resources, OTTAWA. 

Re; Walter Carlick, Deceased, Pupil No, 
420, Lejac Residential Shoot 

I regret to advise that the above named pupil, a member of the Stikine Agency, died at the Lejac School on the 5th of December, 1949, following a very brief illness, 

I am enclosing herewith, Form No. 414, and also wish to advise that a Coroner's inquiry was held into the youths death. It was found he died from Natural causes and that everything possible was done for him by the School Staff and Medical Offteare. 

a 
[ Pion 

RHsaj 
Superintendent, 
Indian Agency, 
TELEGRAPH CREEK B.C, 
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881-23 (El) 

January 18th, 1950. 

Mr. R. Howe, 
Superintendent, Indian Agency, 

Vanderhoof, B.C. 

Re: Lejac Indian Residential School 

Your File 23-7-16 

I desire to acknowledge receipt of your 

letter of the 9th instant enclosing memorandum of an 

inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death 

of Walter Carlick, Pupil #420. 

/ 

Bernard F. Neary, 

Supt. of Indian Education 
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