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Pic by Johnny Ketlo.Peace & Dignity Journey Runners - page 8 & 9

1

CONTEST INSIDE! 
Find the Sbalyan and get a 
chance to win a 50 dollar 

gift certificate from Nadleh 
store.

3

COMMUNITY MEETING

June 18th at Nadleh 
Whutenne Yah.

10

LANGUAGE

Crossword Puzzle.

15          
CALENDAR

 

New Health Centre 
Calendar for June  2024.
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Community 
Coffee House
Drop by to grab a coffee, chat with an
Artemis Gold representative, ask questions,
and learn more about Blackwater Mine and
how to apply for jobs.

Friday, June 28, 2024
11:00 am - 1:00 pm 
Nadleh Band Office - Multi-purpose room

Time: 
Location: 
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Jose Malvido and 
the Peace & Dignity 
Journeys: Uniting 
the Eagle and the 
Condor.

Jose Malvido, from Ajo, 
Arizona, plays a pivotal 
role in the Peace & Dig-
nity Journeys—a sacred 
prayer run that spans 
from Alaska to Colom-
bia. This journey, deeply 
rooted in indigenous 
traditions and prophe-
cies, aims to reunite the 
People of the Eagle in the 
North with the People of 
the Condor in the South.
The Peace & Dignity Jour-
neys, set to culminate 
on November 28, 2024, 
in Colombia, involve two 
simultaneous runs: one 
from the northernmost 
regions of Alaska and an-
other from the southern 
reaches of South Amer-
ica. Runners from both 
ends carry sacred staffs, 
visiting every Native 
community along their 
routes to weave them 

back together. Running 
and praying with these 
staffs serves as medicine 
to each respective Na-
tion.
The concept of this 
journey is inspired by 
ancient prophecies from 
the indigenous calendar 
systems of South Amer-
ica. These prophecies 
foretold a time when the 
Eagle and the Condor 
would fly together once 
more. The act of running, 
regarded as the oldest 
form of prayer, embodies 
this spiritual revival, re-
connecting communities.
To reconnect with the 
traditional trade and 
migratory routes that 
once linked diverse indig-
enous groups across the 
Americas. These routes 
facilitated not only the 
exchange of goods but 
also the intermingling of 
languages and cultures, 
testament to a deep, 
ancient unity among the 
peoples of the continent.
They stopped briefly in 
Nadleh Whut’en territory 
to eat and rest with the 

People here and prepare 
for the next leg of their 
sacred journey.
The Peace & Dignity Jour-
neys serve as a powerful 
reminder of this inter-
connectedness. Through 
their efforts, the legacy 
of shared heritage and 
mutual respect is hon-
ored, bringing to life the 
prophecy of the Eagle 
and the Condor in a mod-
ern context.
As the runners approach 
their convergence point 
in Colombia, they carry 
with them prayers of 
countless indigenous 
communities. Their jour-
ney is a spiritual mission, 
weaving together the 
past and present, and 
building a path toward 
a future where the Ea-
gle and the Condor soar 
together once again.

pics and article by Johnny Ketlo
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Answer on 
Pag
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LIRS

The Fraser Lake Quilters 
Guild has been creating 
beautiful quilts since its 
inception in September 
1992 in Fort Fraser. Found-
ed by Fran Page and Alli-
son Wiebe, this guild has 
brought warmth and com-
fort to many. In 2017, the 
guild relocated to Fraser 
Lake, prompted by avail-
ability and other changes, 
continuing its tradition of 
community service and 
craftsmanship.
Among the original charter 
members, Ruth Schmidt 
and Judy Hunter have been 
steadfast in their commit-
ment, contributing their 
skills and passion to the 
guild’s projects for over 
three decades. At its peak, 
the guild boasted 38 mem-
bers; today, it maintains 
a dedicated core of 18 
quilters who meet twice a 
month and also work dili-
gently from their homes.

The guild’s projects provide 
support and care to those 
in need. They create quilts 
for old folks’ homes, hos-
pitals, children’s hospitals, 
wheelchair users, women’s 
shelters, and care homes. 
Their generosity extends to 
Valor Canada, supporting 
veterans and military fam-
ilies. Each quilt crafted by 
the guild is a labor of love, 
providing a sense of com-
fort and community.
In February 2024, the 
Fraser Lake Quilters Guild 
embarked on a touching 
project: making quilts for 
Residential School Sur-
vivors. This initiative is 
part of a broader effort to 
recognize and honor the 
resilience and courage of 
those who endured the 
hardships of residential 
schools. The guild’s quilts 
for survivors are symbols of 
healing, acknowledgment, 
and solidarity.

With support from the 
local co-op generously do-
nating batting and backing 
materials. This collabora-
tion helps the guild contin-
ue its mission without the 
burden of material costs, 
allowing the quilters to 
focus on their meaningful 
work.
Meeting twice a month, 
the members of the Fraser 
Lake Quilters Guild come 
together to share stories, 
support each other, and 
strengthen their bonds. 
Their gatherings are a 
blend of creativity and 
community spirit.
Each quilt is a message of 
hope, a gesture of recon-
ciliation, and a tangible 
reminder that the survi-
vors’ stories are heard and 
honored. 

Fraser Lake Quilters Guild: 
Crafting Comfort for Residential 

School Survivors

pics and article by Johnny Ketlo
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The film follows several members of Williams Lake First Nation and neighboring communities in 
the context of WLFN’s investigation into the abuse and disappearance of children at the former St. 
Joseph’s Mission Residential School. The award winning film notes the following:
 
🏆 Winner: Documentary Feature Jury Prize, Sarasota Film Festival

🏆 Winner: Directing Award: U.S. Documentary, Sundance Film Festival

🏆 Winner: Documentary Competition, Minneapolis St. Paul International Film Festival

🏆 Winner: Golden Gate Award (Documentary), San Francisco International Film Festival

🏆 Winner: Best Documentary Feature, San Luis Obispo International Film Festival

🏆 Winner: Center for Documentary Studies Filmmaker Award, Full Frame Documentary Film Fes-
tival

🏆 Winner: Filmmaker Award, Margaret Mead Film Festival

Premiere community screenings of Sugarcane were held Friday May 31st to Sunday June 2nd in 
Williams Lake. The film features included appearances from Nadleh Whut’enne Tanya Stump and 
Eleanor Nooski.

pic from Film and article by Terry Luggi
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CUSTOM SHAWL BY GLADYS MICHELL



  Nadleh Whut’en Newsletter  17

LIRS

Nadleh Whut’en First 
Nation recently host-
ed a gathering for the 
Nations in May, to 
discuss and strategize 
on handling the unique 
challenges faced by 
Residential School 
Survivors. This pivotal 
event, organized by 
Terri Lynn Nadlehs LIRS 
Manager, provided a 
crucial platform for rep-
resentatives from each 
Nation to share their 
experiences, resources, 
and strategies in deal-
ing with their particular 
cases.
The gathering was not 
open to the broader 
community but was 
specifically designed for 
the inner workings of 
each Nation’s depart-
ments that focus on 

the needs of Residen-
tial School Survivors. 
This approach allowed 
for an in-depth, can-
did exchange of ideas 
and practices, and 
sharing of strategies to 
approach this difficult 
subject.
A key figure in this 
movement is Charlene 
Belleau from the Wil-
liams Lake First Nation. 
Belleau has been a tire-
less advocate for Resi-
dential School Survivors 
in her territory and in 
helping other Nations 
too. Her leadership and 
dedication have been 
instrumental in driving 
the movement forward. 
She has been pivotal in 
organizing resources, 
advocating for mental 
health services, and 

ensuring that survivors’ 
voices are heard and 
respected.
The gathering covered 
a range of topics, in-
cluding mental health 
support, legal advocacy, 
cultural restoration, 
and the development 
of community-specific 
programs. Each Nation 
shared their approach-
es, challenges, and 
successes, providing 
valuable insights that 
can be adapted and im-
plemented by others. 
The exchange of ideas 
was not only informa-
tive but also reflecting a 
collective commitment 
to healing and justice.

Nadleh Whut’en Hosts Gathering 
for Nations Addressing Residen-

tial School Survivors’ Needs

pics and article by Johnny Ketlo
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A beautiful new sign 
crafted by Junior Ketlo 
now graces the Johnny 
& Norma Ketlo Memo-
rial Ballfield, serving as 
a heartfelt tribute to its 
namesakes. In a touching 
display of community 
and family spirit, the sign 
was proudly installed by 
Christopher Ketlo, Levi 
Heathcliff, Kelly Ketlo, 
and Junior Ketlo. Cap-
tured in a photograph, 
their collective effort 
symbolizes not only a 
dedication to preserving 
the memory of Johnny 
and Norma Ketlo but 
also a testament to the 
enduring bonds of family 
and community pride.

Honoring Legacy: 

A New Sign for the 

Johnny & Norma 

Ketlo Memorial 

Ballfield

pics by Kelly & Junior Ketlo. Article by Johnny 
Ketlo
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Nadleh Whut’en Education

CCllaassss  ooff  22002244 
If you are a registered member of

Nadleh Whut’en
Let us know if you are Graduating

Contact the interim Education Manager at
jalexis@nadleh.ca 

or Phone at
(250)690-7211 Ext 106
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