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Pic by Johnny Ketlo.May 5th March for MMIW in Vanderhoof- page 8 & 9

1

CONTEST INSIDE! 
Find the Sbalyan and get a 
chance to win a 50 dollar 

gift certificate from Nadleh 
store.

2

EMPLOYMENT

New job posting for 
Assistant.

11

LANGUAGE

Crossword Puzzle.

15          
CALENDAR

 

New Health Centre 
Calendar for March 

2024.
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MMIW

Dear Nadleh 
Whut’en 
Members,

We’re happy to 
announce that 
Noel Ketlo Sr. 
will be 
driving the 
Community Bus 
to Vanderhoof 
on May 5th 
for the MMIW 
Walk, which 
begins at 11 
am. Your 
presence and 
support are 
invaluable as 
we stand 
together in 

remembrance 
and solidarity. 
Please mark 
your calendars 
and join us for 
this important 
event.

Date: May 5th
Departure 
Time: 9:30 am
Starting Point: 
Nadleh Store
Event: MMIW 
Walk
Location: 
Vanderhoof
Time: 11 am

Let’s unite as a 
community to 
honor and 

support the 
Missing and 
Murdered 
Indigenous 
Women. Your 
participation 
makes a 
difference.

For more details 
or to reserve 
your seat on 
the bus, please 
contact Serina 
Greene at the 
Band Office.
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CHILDCARE

Dear Parents and Guardians,

We hope this message finds you 
well and filled with the warmth 
of spring.

We’re delighted to share some 
exciting updates from Nadleh 
Koh School:

Welcoming Peggy Luggi: Since 
January, we’ve been fortunate 
to have Margaret (Peggy) Luggi 
join our team three days a 
week. Peggy has been engaging 
with our children, imparting the 
beauty of the Dakelh language 
through playful interactions. 
Her presence adds depth to 
our educational environment, 
fostering a stronger connection 
to our cultural roots.

Monthly Draw: As part of our 
ongoing efforts to encourage 
regular attendance and par-
ticipation, we’ve introduced 
a monthly draw. Each child 
receives a ticket for every day of 
attendance, making them eligi-
ble for a chance to win a $150 
gift card or meat package. This 
initiative not only incentivizes 
consistent attendance but also 
adds an element of excitement 
and reward for our students.

Rattle Making Workshop with 
Dennis Cumberland: From April 
22nd to April 24th, we had 
the pleasure of hosting Dennis 
Cumberland for a rattle making 
workshop. Each child had the 
opportunity to craft their own 
unique rattle, with additional 

rattles made to take home. This 
hands-on experience not only 
nurtured creativity but also 
provided a tangible connection 
to our cultural heritage.

We’re incredibly grateful for the 
ongoing support and engage-
ment of our community. These 
initiatives wouldn’t be possible 
without your cooperation and 
enthusiasm.

As always, if you have any ques-
tions or feedback, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to us. We 
look forward to continuing our 
journey together in nurturing 
the growth and development of 
our children

pic and article by Johnny Ketlo



 Nadleh Whut’en Newsletter 11

LANGAUGE

pic and article by Johnny Ketlo
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COMMS

Nadleh Whut’en recently held a swearing-in cere-
mony to inaugurate their newly elected Chief and 
Council. The event, marked by a renewed commit-
ment to the community’s welfare and progress.

The newly elected officials took their oaths of 
office, and embraced not only the responsibilities 
entrusted to them but also the hopes and dreams 
of their constituents.

At the heart of the ceremony was a formal expres-
sion of gratitude to the outgoing Chief and Council 
for their dedicated service to the community.

Addressing the gathering, the newly elected Chief 
expressed gratitude for the trust placed in their 
leadership and pledged to serve with integrity, 
compassion, and vision. They acknowledged the 
challenges ahead but emphasized the collective 
strength and resilience of the Nadleh people to 
overcome adversity and seize opportunities for 
growth and development.

In this spirit of optimism and unity, the Nadleh 
Nation embraces the challenges and opportunities 
that lie ahead. 

Nadleh Nation Celebrates 
Swearing-In Ceremony for Newly 

Elected Chief and Council

pics and article by Johnny Ketlo
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Nadleh Nation Celebrates 
Swearing-In Ceremony for Newly 

Elected Chief and Council

pics and article by Johnny Ketlo
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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

pics by Lucas Bhatoa
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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

Nadleh Whut’en recently held a 
sw In a significant stride towards 
bolstering community resilience 
and emergency response ca-
pabilities, the Nadleh Whut’en 
recently concluded their Type 
2 Initial Attack Firefighting 
Training with commendable 
participation. With 23 individu-
als in attendance, this turnout 
reflects a notable increase from 
the previous year’s enrollment 
of 13, marking a substantial 
enhancement in preparedness 
and capacity.

The training, which saw a turn-
out exceeding the maximum 
capacity of 20, underscores the 
enthusiastic commitment of 
community members towards 
safeguarding their lands and 
livelihoods against the threat of 
wildfires. Despite logistical con-
straints, the organizers gracious-
ly accommodated the additional 
participants, exemplifying a 
spirit of inclusivity and dedica-
tion to collective safety.

Looking ahead, the successful 

completion of this training pro-
gram signifies the readiness of 
Nadleh Whut’en to mobilize re-
sources effectively in the event 
of wildfire incidents. With the 
establishment of an Initial At-
tack crew and two Type 3 crews, 
alongside the deployment of 
Emergency Transport Vehicles 
(ETVs) in collaboration with BC 
Wildfire Services, the commu-
nity stands poised to confront 
the upcoming fire season with 
vigilance and professionalism.

Interested individuals keen to 
contribute to this vital endeavor 
are encouraged to reach out to 
Ashley Heathcliff, the esteemed 
Emergency Program Coordina-
tor, by submitting their resumes 
or inquiries via email. This pro-
active step not only facilitates 
the recruitment process but also 
ensures a streamlined and effi-
cient deployment of resources, 
maximizing the effectiveness of 
wildfire response efforts.

In embracing this proactive 
approach to community safety 

and emergency preparedness, 
Nadleh Whut’en exemplifies a 
commendable ethos of proac-
tive engagement and mutual 
support. Through collaborative 
initiatives and ongoing training, 
the community fortifies its resil-
ience against natural disasters, 
embodying a steadfast com-
mitment to safeguarding lives, 
property, and the cherished 
landscapes that define their 
heritage.

As the fire season looms on the 
horizon, Nadleh Whut’en stands 
united in their resolve to con-
front adversity with courage and 
resilience. The completion of 
Type 2 Initial Attack Firefighting 
Training serves as a testament 
to their unwavering dedication 
to collective well-being and un-
derscores their readiness to face 
the challenges that lie ahead 
with unwavering determination 
and professionalism.

Nadleh Whut’en Completes Type 
2 Initial Attack Firefighting 

Training: Strengthening 
Community Resilience

article by Johnny Ketlo

- aheathcliff@nadleh.ca



18 Nadleh Whut’en Newsletter

COMMS

Attention Nadleh Whut’en Community: Be Bear Aware!

As spring emerges and nature awakens, it’s crucial to remain vigilant 
of our surroundings, especially with recent sightings of sizable bears 
in our vicinity. With their presence in mind, let’s prioritize safety and 
awareness to ensure harmonious coexistence.

Remember to securely store food and waste, minimizing attractants 
that could draw bears closer to our homes. When exploring the out-
doors, travel in groups, make noise, and keep pets leashed to reduce 
the risk of unexpected encounters.

Additionally, familiarize yourself with bear behavior and how to re-
spond calmly and confidently if faced with one. By staying informed 
and proactive, we can uphold the safety of both our community and 
our wild neighbors.

Let’s embrace our role as stewards of the land and foster a culture of 
respect and mindfulness towards all creatures who share our environ-
ment. Together, we can enjoy the beauty of nature while safeguarding 
our well-being. Stay bear aware, stay safe!

Attention 
Nadleh Whut’en 
Community: 
Be Bear Aware!

pic and article by Johnny Ketlo
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pic and article by Johnny Ketlo
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